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PREFACE.: 



THE principal motive which 
induced me to publifh thefe 
leSures, is the great reputation 
Doaor AsTRUc's works bear among 
the learned; not only for his per- 
fpicuity in theory, juftnefs in his 
principles, but fuccefs in his prac- 
tice, which have gained him an 
univetfal approbation, and make 
this work preferable to any thing 
written on the prefent fubjeft : for 
all the authors who have hitherto 
treated of the difeafes of children, 
if OriginalSj are either too confufed 
A 2 and 
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PREFACE. 
aod imperfe^, or not fuiScIciitly 
copious ; if Compilers, they are un- 
intelligible from th^ir injudicious 
eoUeSions ; -wherefore to fupply 
thefe defefts, the Dr. haj endea- 
voured to keep a medium j infert 
nothing fuperfluouSj neglectnothing 
necelTary, and to adapt the ftile to 
the meaneil capacity. 

I hope the candid reader will cofx 
rect and exctife the few raiftakeK of 
the prels hy the errata. ; ' 

I have nothing more to premife,' 
hut leave the whole to the jadgnsent 
of able physicians J for fay what I' 
will in favour of this treatife, it is 
its merit alone can give it reputatiotb' 
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GLOSSARY, 



AnExpLANATioN of the Terms of i 
contained in this Treatife. 



ABJmen, the belly. 
jtidimiaa/, of, Of fac* 

longing to the belly. 
jti/ce/i, at] impofihume, or 

gfHlieriHi; of matter, 
Jtrftcnt. growing fawer. 
Alib^a, [he herb marQimall- 

Ambfl^. an im moveable nf& 
of a joint, with a h^ird tu- 

Jnimii, little ringlets. 
Jwdpiet, mcdjcioes whicii 

allay pain. 
Anthtmintk mfdkmei, fuch 

8s deftroy worms. 
Jbuhfihtaatic meiianti, fuch 

38 are good againfi the 

aftfama. 
Antijiptkst medicinej which 

rrfill putrefaSion. 
Antifpa^nndies. racdicines 

which hinder con iraflioos. 
Jkrta, the largell artery in che 

body, immediately cdq- 

nefled to the heaft. 
A'g'Uacimti, clayey, like clay. 
Ariitmlilion, the joining of 

rwo pam together, fo aa to 

be moveable; ajtiint. 
J^i^nti, binding mrdiciaea,' 
Atttnuatttt, fuch mediciaes a) 

thin the blood. 
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Ruiuila, the herb felf- 



CAkuki, the ilone in the 
bladder. 
Calhsis Lipi, the edges of a. 

wound when grown bard. 
Cafillary, fmaH like a hair. 
Caf/Ul-r, cavities, or little 

coffers. 
Carcinnmaioui, cancerous. 
Caries, rcctenoeTs. 
Cataplafm, a poultice. 
Ca I bar tie, purgative. 
Calheritic Rtmcdies, medicines 

which eat away proud fleft, 

wart5, fupetfiaiiles,, fs'c. 
Cerebellum, a part of the brain 

at the hinder pan ot the 

head. 
Cerumen, ear-wax. 
Chat/beale, containing lleel. 
Chyi, ihe juice whii^h it fe- 

parated from the food. 
CStairice. a fear. 
CaHiqaatiBn, fainting, linking 

ol thefpirit!. 
Collfriiia, a mediciae for the 

Creu,iu«, the skull. 
Crt^fta kBia. a fcal^-hrad. 
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, ingof the (kin. 

CuKi, iheflcir. 

Cyiiunin, the herb fow-bread, 

CjlimirUe! lubi.aioaad, long, 
hollow pipe, 



DEshitiiioH, afwallowing 
down. 
Dentti Caniiii, the dog-teeth, 

or eye-te^lb. 
Dtntii Ineifi'vi, the fore-teeth. 
Dtnlli malarii, ihc jaw-teeth, 

or giuulers. 
Dtntiiioi, cuiiinffof teeth. 
Diarrkma, a loo&ners. 
Dura Matir, the outward CO- 

veiingof the brain. 



A GLOSSARY 

itward covef- (j^y.sflefliv rabftaneewhtcfi 



ftrains 



I liquor ! thus the 



EMetic, 
Epifhtn, the cawl. 
Mruenlkn, a windy belching. 

Eryfyitas, a red, painful fwelT- 
ing of the fltin ; St. An- 
/Atny's fire. 

Er^ptlams, of, or belonging 
to an Eryfipeias. 

Exspjii, a fwelling of a hone. 



F.,^Ei:«, excremenK ; alfo 
any filth or nailioefs. 
Fimut, the thigh. 
Fneaum Imgaa, the bridle of 

the tongue. 
Fungoiii fitfi, flefli like a 
fpunge, which arifes in 
WOiindsi 



I then 



uch frp; 



rate the fpittle i the fweet- 
bread anothrr kind of li- 
qaor. See Pa':criai. 
Cktfir, the opening of the 
wind pipe. 

H. 

HjEm/irriapf, tny flux of 
blood. 
Hamorrhoidal thml, the blood 
contained in the veins of 
the great gut. 
H^fiih, a pain in the liver. 
Hernia umhiiicalii, a na*d 

rupture. 
Hyiirarepbalui, a dfopfy in the 

HypathtnJrium, the uppermoft 
pan of the belly, under the 
cheft. 

Byfigafiriaa, the lower belly. 



IDiapalhic difeafe which 
neither depends on nor 
proceeds from any other. 
lliae faffioH, a ftoppage of the 

guts, with violent pain. 
Impituz-, force. 
Infaiiihn, a fluffing up of the 

velTds. 
Inguinal, of or belonging tO 

JnfpiJfateA, thickened. 
Latpinai, belonging the in- 

InleJIinn, f^t guts. 



G. 



sr flight fn- 



GAfiHc juict, the juice of T Ahit, a ta 

the ftomach. Xj feflbn. 

(itrminu, bods ; the upper part haBiaU, veflils that take op 

of a tooth, which is brtak. the nutritious juice fiom 

r iiigtLioui[titlieguiBt> the guts, ^f; 
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Zaniia, a ihin plate, 
Laryiix, the upper part of 

the wind-pipe. 
Ltnitr, fliminefi. an indifpo- 

fition of the juices to cir- 
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\EJima, a 



te,ft»ft,i 



culate. 



OEJh 
f.nfiuici.-- 
OxjHiil, a medicioe coropofed 
- of honey and viiwgM. 
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Ligan 

ttppitude, . 



binding, : 
with a tUlet, : 



1 diforder of the 
I which ihey feel 
rough, 33 if land was ia 

tius VtntTta, the French- 
pox. 

lijmfh, ft thin, clear liquor, 
which ii feparated by the 

tymtbalic •uijfeh, thofe which 
feparate or convey lymph. 
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, a confumirg 



P. 

\j1ncriai, the fweetbread ; 
in (be belly 

which conveys a liquor to 

the gut! coallay ihcgall. 
Panerialic jaiif, the liquor of 

this gland. 
Parnxyfni, a fit. 

fo'e/i.i'iig lands behind the eir. 

Pericranium, the hairy fcalp, 
or skin which covers the 
fcull. 

Perkfiinm, the skin that im- 
mediately covers the bones. 

PiriJIalik viaikn, the natu- 
ral motion of ihe guU. 

Pernionii, chilblains. 

Pf'ngct/iTHic, eating, corrodiof. 



Micomum, the black excre- pharynx, the upper part of 

jnents of a fcetus, which re- ,(ie gullet. 

main in the guts after birth. />i/,-„i„, a hard, painful tu. 
IStdaUa Jpinalis, the marrow 



of the back bone. 
Meii/nuUhn, time of, womens 

monthly difcbarge. 
Muius, a thick humour which 
' lines iha ftomach) i^c. 

N. 

NArntici, medicines 
which abate pain. 
tlipbritii, paio in the reins 

or kidneys. 
Ji$^, an elevaciati, or riling 
of any part without inflam- 
mation 
tfon-tiatura/'t^t, meat, drink, 
, ileep, motion, reft, rrien- 
lioo and excretion, and the 
.^'pa^om of the miwl- 



Phlyafna, hot puflulea full of 

watery humours. 
Phlyaynoiiiet, hot puKoles &lll 

of iharp humours. 
PirEn;/ii. phreiilV, a diforder 

of the briin. ' 
Phthifis, a confumpiion. 
Fhihfio^i, the lo*fy diflcm- 

per. 
Piamaltr, the inward cover- 
ing of the biaiii. 
Pleura, the skin which lines 

the breaft. 
Primm 'vi^, the firil paflagES. 



f^uar 
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RJcbitiii tbe rickets. 
HaKula, a fwcllJng un- 
der the longue. 
Hamilff, ihe veins that appear 
confpicijous under tlveiotigue. 
HfSum, ihe great gut. 
Sioga^e,, cracks, Jefci. 
ttjiitm^ ixik, 01 bill 
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spina do,fi, t.'« edge oF t)M 

tucb-boni. 
Slimuiu:, any thing tnac oc- 

Skluris, the jniflings of the 
bone]> of ine bead. 
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SMva, fpinle. 
Sali-val, belonging to the 

fpittle. 
Saiith the corrupted mattw 
, of a wound. t?r- 
Siab'm, fcatrbinefi, the itoh. 
Sei'-rham, of or belonging to 

m rdiirrus. 
S<krrhus, a hard Cuniouf 

without pain. 
SerepbuUria, lig-wort. 
Screfkuloui dilbrdet,thc king's 

evii. 
Scroluni, the cod. 
Sitae tiui, fatty. 
Stbatesus gluKdi, the glftixh- 

which leparate the fat. 
Sbiiu, a cavity or hoHow. 
Shmi /roitialii, the cavity in 

the ferekead. 



TE'ufmm. a continual ifr- 
fire of going to ' flool, 

without voiuing any thing. 
Thyinu,, a glSnd which fepa- 

r^tes lymph from the blood, 

for foitening the lungs. 
Trachea arlcria. the wiad- 

pipe. 
7uitrf/ei, little fwelliogs, w 

impotthuD 



U. 

UMiilicai, the navel. 
Uierui, the womb. 
Vinlnckj, little cavities in dc 

heart, brain, i^e. 
V{iubr,£, the joints of the 

Deck and backbone. 
I'lftcul^, little thin bladden, 

□r blilters- 
yh-ui. poifon. 
f'i/cera, the bowels. 
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ERRATA: 



Page 58. lini: :;■ for coiroteriive, read corrofiw. p. 6i, 
1. I7,clenfe, r. Htt^ra, p-Si.I. i. bairafiion, r. batnchion. 
p. 10;. 1. 20, fcholic, r. colic, p. ib. I. 25. inant's, r, inbnt's. 
])t 107. I- 9- naticoticks, r, narcotic!- p. 112. 1. 10. rerou, 
r. ferous. p. 114. 1. 1. Isqucui, r. laquos, p. 128. I. 5. 
iyiivius r. fylvius. p. 136, 1. i. hatlhorn. r. hartf-horD. 
p. 139- 1- 6. valeriam, r. valerian, p. 144. 1. 21. pitituat^. 
r. pcntuary, p. 148. 1. z. alienuatts, r. attenuates, p. 1^4, 
I. 4. cylindriacl, r. cj-liodrical. p. 171. 1. 8. venefcetion, 
T. vettMcfl'on. p. \-j6. I. 33. ailringaMDU, r. aUriogeits. 

178-1. 21- Effort, r. cfTort. p. 2i8, 1. ij. reloxation, 



I 






CONTENTS.' 



'T'HE Method of treating Children hnme- 
^ diateiy after their Birtb, when they begin 

to fucki and hoio they Jhould be weaned. 
Page 3 
Hiw to tie and cut the Navel-Jiring.. ^ 

How to ckanfe a neit)~born Babe. 9 

Hoi;) to fwaddle a new-born It f ant, 12 

Mothers ought to Juckle their Children. 17 
Chap. I. 0/ //j^ Crufta Laftea, or LaSu- 

men. 2 » 

Chap. II. Of the Tinea. 28 

»Chap. II. cy i-y&f Phthinafis, or Morbus 

Pedicularis. 40 

Chap. III. O/" /;5f Impetigo. 52 

Chap. IV. Of the Intertriga jgt 

Chap. V. Of the Crinones. 6j 

Chap. VI. Of the Hydroa, or Sudamina, 
6a 
Chap. VIL 0/ Chilblains. 70 

Chap. VIII. Of the Tumified Glands of 

Children.- yc 

Chap. IX. O/'/AeExcoriatlonso/'Infant?. 78 
Chap. X. Of the vicious Conformation of 

the Froenum Lingute, or Bridle of the 

Tongue. 80 

Chap. 



X CONTENTS. 

Chap. XI. Of the Ranuk. 82 

Chap. XII. Of Throfhes, or Aphtha?. 8j 
Chap. XIII. Of Dentition, and its Confe- 

quenccs. 9 1 

Chap. XIV. 0//fo Watchings {/'Children. 

102 

Chap. XV. Of the Frights oj Children in 

their ferp. 108 

Chap. XVI. Of the Hydrocephalus of 

Children. 1 1 1 

CuAP. XVII. Of the Epilepfy, Convulfions, 

and Convulfive Motions 0/' Children. I2J 
Chap. XVIII. Of the Chin-cough. 141 
Chap. XIX. Of the Diarrheas of Infants. 

'5' 
Chap. XX. 0/ Ruptures and frji of the 

Umbilical Rupture. 163 

Chap. XXI. Of the Hernia Inqainalis ana 

Cruralis. 168 

Chap. XXII. Of the Rupture *( Congefiion, 

or oj the Hydrocele. ' 173 

Chap. XXIII. Of the Ani Procidentia ; or 

fatlir^ dvuin of the Anus. 177 

Chap. XXIV. Of Worms. r8i 

Chap. XXV. 0/ the Scrophula, or King's- 

E-vi/. 196 

Chap. XXVI. 0/ rff Rickets. 21Z 

Chap. XXVII. Of the Extenuation, or 

Decay of Children. 224. 



THE 



THE 



D I SEA S E S 

OF 

* ■ > 

CHILDREN. 

•• • • ■ 

BY the difeafes of children we mean,- 
I . Such as afFedt infiincy in particular, 
and thele we may properly call its- 
peculiar difeafes. Of this clafs, are the fymp- 
toms of dentition, which we feldom meet 
with in any age but in this. 2. The difeafes 
that children are more frequently liable to 
than adults -, fuch are worms, and their con- 
fequences* 3. The difeafes infants have 
in common with adults, and to which both 
are equally fubjeft; but require fome change 
in the niethod of cure, with refpedt to the 
tender age and conftitution of children; 
thefe arc convulfions, epilepfy, &c, 

B The 
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The fubjedts of thefe various ailments are, 
boys to the age of fourteen, and girls to that of 
twelve i after vi'hich, their difeafes belong not 
to our prefent treatife, becaufe they then ceafe 
being children, and become liable to the 
fame diforders with adults, which in both 
Ihould be treated after the fame manner. 

The three clafles of the diforders above- 
mentioned do not equally happen in the dif- 
ferent ftages of childhood J for the proper 
difeafes of children, are chiefly obfervable 
from the day of their birth, until they have 
attained the age of three or four yearSj when 
they infenfibly give way to the diforders of 
the fecond clafs, or to thofe which, though 
common, are more frequent in children than 
adults, and which chiefly affedt this tender 
age, from the time of birth to the age of feven 
years, receding in the fame proportion with 
the former, until the difeafes of the third 
clafs come on, or thofe which children have 
in common with adults, and which become 
more frequent than any of the two former, 
about tlie age of twelve or fourteen. I Ihall 
not particularize, or enter into fubtilties con- 
cerning thefe three periods, or their cii'cum- 
ilanves. 

Having 
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Having thus premifed a general Idea of 
the following treatife, it will not be improper 
to divide the whole into fix feftions : the firft 
will comprehend the cutaneous difeafes of 
children : the fecond, dentition, and its con- 
iequences : the third will explain the dxibr- 
ders which affedt each region of the body, 
beginning firft with thofe of the head, as 
the epilepfy, hydrocephalus, &c. the fourth 
will treat of the difeafes of the breaft in any 
of the three claffes before-mentioned : the 
fifth will comprife the difeafes of the lower 
belly in the fame order : and the iixth, the uni- 
verfal diforders of the body, or thofe which 
attack the extremities, the trunk, &c. as 
the rickets. As to the fmall-pox and meafles, 
to which children are very fubjed:, I have 
explained them at length in my tit-Litlfe of 
fevers j to which I refer you concerning thole 
points. 

TSe method of treating children immediately 
after their birth, 'when they begin to fuck, 
and bow they JJiiould be weaned. 

"DEFORE I enter upon an explanation of 

the cutaneous diforders of children, it 

will not be foreign to my purpofe, i . to ac- 

B 2 quaint 
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quaint you how an infant fhould be treated 
after its birth; 2. what is to be done when 
it begins to fuck ; 3. how it is to be managed 
when the nurfe intends to wean it. 



Haw to tie and cut the naveUJlring. 

I. A S foon as the child is born> let if be 
XA covered with a warm napkin, and 
carefijlly laid on the midwife's knees, with 
its face towards hers, that it may be the 
better fecured from the waters which then 
flow from the mother ; and on its fide, that 
it may be the lefs incommoded by the fpittle 
it throws up ; and not upon its batk, for 
fear that tlie }mmours running to its mouth 
and nofe, may choak it for want of free evacu- 
ation. At the fame time, the mother's parts 
are to be covered with a warm folded linen, 
to hinder the ingrcfs of the cold air, obferv- 
ing the other cautions given in my treatife 
of the difeafes of women, relating to mid- 
wifery : nor is the infant to be kept long In 
the above-mentioned fituation, left it Ihould 
catch cold. 

This being done, take four or five doubles 

of threaJ, about a fool longj knot tliem at 

each 
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each end, to prevent their entangling; and 
tie the naveUftring therewith, about two 
fingers breadth of the child's belly, making 
firft a double knot ; then bringing the thread 
round, let the midwife make a fccondon the 
oppofite fide, and afterwards a third, if re- 
quifite, for the greater fecurity : this being 
done, let her cut afunder the navel-ftrljig 
with fciflaxs a fingers breadth below the 
ligature, fo that three fingers breadth of it 
is left hanging at the child's belly. She mufl 
make ufe of pretty thick thread, and mufl 
not tie the ligature too ftreight, left it cut 
through the navel-ftring ; in which cafe, tlic 
remaining part thereof may prove too fhort 
for a fecond ligature, and a mortal hemorr- 
hage might thereby fupcrvene ; neither niuft 
it be too flack, left the child, which is wrapp'd 
up in fwaddling cloths, bleed to death be- 
fore it is difcovered, as hath happened to 
Jeveral children. Let her therefore carefi:!ly 
obferve, after tlie operation is performed, 
whether the blood pafTes through or not; if 
it does, the navel-ftring rauft be tied a new, 
toclofe it more exaftly. This being done, 
wrap up the end of the navel-ftring, three 
or four times about with a fmall rag, dry, or 
B 3 dipp'd 
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dipp'd in oil of rofes ; then having put ano- 
ther fmall comprefs of three or four doubles 
on the child's belly, above the navel, lay the 
umbilical firing fo wrapped up upon it, that 
it may not touch the naked belly, and by its 
cold, occafion gripes ; on the top of all, put 
another fmall bolfler, and then fwathe it with 
a linen roller four fingers broad, to keep it 
fteady, left by rolling too much, or by being 
continually ftirr'd, by the motion of the belly, 
it happens to fall off, before the veflels be 
quite clofed up and healed. 

'Tis very convenient, as we have faid, to 
lay the reinaining part of the navel-ftring on 
the upper part of the belly, tliat fo if by 
chance tlie vefiels be not fufficiently clofed, 
tlie blood, detained by its weight, may have 
the lefs impetus againft the ligature, and not 
lb foon pafs through, as if it were turned 
downwards ; for we find fometimes the navel- 
ftring to be fo great in fome children, that 
although it were very clofe tied at lirft, com- 
ing afterwards to wither and dry, the ligature 
is rendered looier, by means of which, an 
effufion of blood eafily enfues, if care be not 
token to tie ititrdghter. 

The 
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B The navel-llring being thus treated, begins 
daily to dry away, and is commonly fepa- 
rated from the belly about the 6tla or 7th 
day, feldom fooner or later. But what is 
moft qbfervable, in this cafe, is, that tlie re- 
maining veflels fall off here betwixt the 
(ligature and the infant, very clofc to the 
belly J whilft in the ligature of t]ie other 
parts of the body, it happens quite the re- 
verfe J for the part on the outfide of the 
ligature falls off : however, we muft by no 
means meddle with it, but give it time to 
fell off of its own accord, left, if we pull 
it abruptly, before the arteries are intirely 
cloied and healed up, a flux of blood follows, 
or left it may caufe an ulcer, and other dif- 
cales hard to be cured, of which hereafter. 

There are fome good women who are a 
little fuperflitious in the tying of the navel- 
flring longer or fliorter, according to the dif- 
ference of the fex, for fome pleafant reafons 
they aflign : but it is a mere abufe ; for at 
whatever diilance they tie the knot, either 
nearer or further, though half a foot from 
the belly, yet it will always be feparated in 
the very fame place, juft clofe to the belly j 
becaufc the abdominal mufcles contrail them- 
B 4. felves 
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felves there, and form a kind of ligature : 
wherefore, whether boys or girls, let the 
knot be made as we have already diretfled, 
or at leafl an Inch from the belly, left it 
might pain and inflame the child's navel. 

It will not be from the purpofe to mention 
here a bufinefs of great confequence, which 
is fometiraes capable to kill the new-born 
babe, without almoft knowing the caufe of 
it. 'Tis a bad cuftom fome midwives have, 
before they make the knot, they drive all 
the blood out of the navel-ftring into the 
infent's belly, believing, that by this means 
they flrengtlien the child when 'tis weak : 
but 'tis no fuch thing j for as foon as thefe 
veflels are ever fo little cooled, the blood 
they contain quickly lofes its fpirits, and is 
half coagulated in an inftant ; which is the 
r'cafon, that being driven back into the infant's 
liver, is fufficient to caufe very great acci- 
dents ; not becaufe of its abundance, but be- 
caufe' having quite loft its natural heat, it is 
afterwards foon corrupted, and changes and 
fpoils the child's blood, with which it comes 
lo mix. Whercibre, whether the child be 
^ong or weak, if you will not put it in 
dinger of its life, or at leaft caufe it to have 
great 
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great oppreffions, pains and gripes, forbear 
driving the blood thus out of the navel-ftring 
into the infant's body. 

When the midwife hath ordered the child's 
navel, as we have dire£led, let her prefently 
wrap the child up in a linen bed, warm'd for 
that purpoie, and carry it without delay to 
the fire, before it is fwaddled; for the im- 
preffion this heat makes on tlie child, occa- 
iions it to difcharge urine immediately, and 
fiequently fome of the meconium : moreover 
being thus kept loofe for a while, and ex- 
pofed to the aftion of the fire, the organs 
of reipiration which were confined and in- 
a<Sive, are by this means expanded. 



How to deanfe a new-born babe. 



Tr\URING the nine months the child is . 

in the womb, it gathers a thick and 
whitilh matter, with which it is covered 
when born, and which mixing with the blood 
that is flied in labour, makes the child look 
fomewhat difagreeable : let her therefore 
wafh the infant all over with milk, ale, or 
fome wine and water a little warm'd ; begin- 
ing firft with the head, where there is moft 
impurity, 
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impurity, becaufe of the hair ; which having 
cleanfed let a woollen-cap be inilantly put 
upon it, to prevent the child's catching 
cold ; and then let her proceed to wafh the 
reft of the body, as principally the arm- 
pits, groins, &c. which parts muft be gently 
ckanfed witli a foft hnen-rag, or fpunge 
dipped in this lukewarm liquor. If the flimy 
matter flicks fo clofe, that it will not be ealily 
wafhed off from thefe places, it may be 
fetched away with oil of fweet almonds, or 
a little frefh butter melted in the wine, and 
afterwards well dried off. This cuftom is 
neceffary, in order to clear the infant's flcin 
from this kind of milky mucus, which is 
the fediment depofited thereon from the 
waters in which the child fwam during the 
time of pregnancy ; and proceeds not as 
feme will have it, from the diet of tlie 
mother, neque a femine utrhtfque Jexzis, 
which cannot reach the child's body, being 
envelopped in its integuments. The co- 
lour is various, according as this lymphatic 
humour is more or lefs impregnated with 
milk. One muft aUb cleanfe and unftop 
with tents of fine rags, wet in a proper li- 



qnour, 



the ear? and noftrils. 



As for t)ie 
eyes. 
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eyes, they may be wiped with a foft diy 
rag, not dipped in this wine, that it may 
not pain them, and make them fmart. The 
mouth, tongue, and jaws, may be cleanfed 
by the linger. Theie things being all very 
carefully and tenderly pertbrraed, we muit 
diligently examine, whether the in%it has 
any defedt, or if there be not a dillocation ; 
whether the nofe be ftrait, or If it be not 
tongue-tied ; whether there be no bruife or 
tumour of the head ; whether the mold be 
not over-fhotten j or if the fcpotum be not 
fweUed ; in Ihort, whether it fuifered any 
violence in any part of its body in the birth, 
or otherwife, tliat prefcnt remedies may, 
according to the nature of the cir cuinftances, 
be uied ; and efpecially if the conduits of 
the urine and ilool be opened ; fince it 
fometimes falls out, that thefe are not per- 
forated, and confequently, that the meconium 
and urine cannot be voided, which inevitably 
proves fatal, unlefs timely care be taken. ,. 



How 
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'Hfyw to Jwaddle a new-born infant, « 



AFTER the midwife hath wafhed and 
cleanfed tlie child according to di- 
redllons, and that ihe hath viewed every 
part of its body, let her then fwaddle it, 
beginning with the head, which muft be 
well covered ; firft, talcing a compreis three, 
four, or five times doubled, let her pin it 
to the cuftomary cap, and apply it to the 
mold of the head, which is very thin, fen- 
fible, and extremely fufceptible of cold, and 
expofed to other injuries, it not being as 
yet formed into a bone. Therefore fhe 
ought to be very careful not to prefs hard 
on that part, which may be of great detri- 
ment to the infant. She ought likevvlfc to 
be very cautious, that whatever is wrapped 
about the child's head, defigned either for 
ufe or ornament, be not too ftreight bound, 
leaft it might hinder the fcuU from yielding 
to the adion of the brain, whence iiead- 
achs, and other ailments often arife. In the 
next place, let there be thin and foft com- 
prefles laid on all the parts where excoria- 
tion commonly happens, as behind the ears, 
upon 
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upon the breaft, in tlie arm-pits, the groins, 
&c. after which the bahe is to be wrapped 
up in warm blankets, and fwaddled as ufual. 
It is not neceflary to give a particular di- 
reftion how this ought to be done, becaulc 
it is fo common, tliere is fcarce a woniaii 
but knows it : but we'll only fay in general, 
that a child muft not be fwathed too ftreight, 
efpecially about the breaft and ftomach, that 
fo it may breathe with more freedom, and 
not be forced to vomit up the milk it fucks, 
becaufe the ftomach cannot be fufficiently 
extended to contain it ; and fuch a praiftice 
may pofTibly, in time, converting this vo- 
miting into an habit, prove a very great pre- 
judice to the child. For the (amc reafon, 
the lacing children too tight, and the pre- 
pofteroufly bracing them up in fteel bodices, 
in order to give them a fine /hape, are high- 
ly pernicioufi. 

As to the urine, all children render it as 
foon as they are born, or at leaft as foon as 
they feel the heat of the fire ; and fometimes 
alfo part of the meconium, but ufually a 
little after. If the infant fhould difcharge 
none of the meconium within twenty-four 
hours after its birth, that it may not remain 
too 
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too long in the Jnteilines, and caufe fits and 
painful gripes, a fmall fiipolitory may be ufed, 
jfuch as a little caftile Ibap rubbed over with 
frelh butter; as alio, a little lyrup of violets, 
mixed with the oil of fweet almonds cold 
drawn, may be given at the mouth, anoint- 
ing the belly with tlie fame oil, or with frefli 
butter. In like manner a gentle glifler may 
be cautioufiy ufed and managed to purpofe, 
if occafion requires ; otherwife it would be 
cruel to torment a child wldi medicines fo 
very early. 

It is not abfolutely necellary, that the in- 
fant, when managed as above, fliould im- 
mediately begin to fuck ; on the contrary, 
it iliould be kept from the breaft for twelve 
hours at leafl after its birth ; nay, it would 
he better to hinder its fucking for twenty- 
four hours, whicli the moft ignorant mid- 
wives of themfelves commonly obferve ; for 
tlie meconium, fo called from its likenefs to 
tt.iy.ovcs or opium, ftill remaining in the in- 
fiint's ftomach and inteftines, would coagulate 
the milk, and prevent its laudable codion. 
The origin of this matter, is derived, by fome 
from the nuuitious Ij-mpli, or waters in 
wiiich the ini'ant fwiins, and which, they 
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fay, nourilhes it by the mouth during its 
continuance in the womb. But this, for fe- 
vferal reafons too tedious to be mentioned, is 
manifeftly falfe ; for it is rather nouriflied by 
the navel. Wherefore, I conclude with the 
majority of phyficians, that this matter is 
nothing elfe but the feces of the bile, the 
pancreatic, flomachic, and inteftinal juices, 
&c. which, continuing in the primes viee 
are infpiifated to this confiftence, and ferve 
to keep the inteftines open and dilated, that 
fo they may the better perform their fundlions 
after birth. Part of this matter, as we re- 
marked before, is evacuated by the infant, 
through the imprefiion made on it by the 
fire, or otherwife i yet, as fome of it for a 
time remains, it ihould be purged oiF by 
other methods. The moft ufual is, to order 
the infant an ounce or more of the oil of 
fweet almonds, with the fyrup of maid- 
en-hair J or if this Ihould not fucceed, 
though it commonly does, add half a: 



of the fyrup of peachesj or two ( 



1 fyrup 



1 ounce 
I ounces, ac- 
cording to the occalion. The common i 
of cichory, alone, or with the oils, will 
have the like effect, in much die fiime dofe : 
yet fome are not fond of this prefcription, 
by 
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by reafon, they fay, it often makes the child 

fick and vomit. 

11. It is neceffaiy to obferve, whether the 
meconium is intlrely evacuated or not. This 
may be known, when the flools change 
■■ "from black, and become yellow, which is 
about the 2d or 3d day, lofing by degrees 
this tincture, in proportion as the new fasces 
of the milk mix with the meconium. Yet 
this is not enough ; for the child hatli alfo a 
certain phlegm remaining in its ftomach, 
which it pukes up fome few days after it is 
born. To remedy this, you muft give the 
child a fmall fpoonful of fugar'd wine, twice 
or thrice a day, and by no means give it 
fuck, until it be evacuated, left the milk, 
mixing with the vifcous humour, Ihould cor- 
rupt, as it would, if you gave the child pre- 
fent fuck. The jews are accuftomcd to give 
their children a litde butter and honey, which 
doth almoft produce the fame efFedt ; and 
tills they do, to follow what is faid in Ifaiah 
vii. 14, 15. Behoy, a virgin Jkall conceive^ 
and Bear a fon, and pall call hti name E- 
manuel. Butter and honey Jhall he eat, that 
he may know to refufe the evil, and chufe the 
^ccd. But wine is much bstter, becaufe it 
doth 
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^M doth better incide and loofen the phlegm, 
^M «nd helps to concod and digeft that which 
^V remains. The fugar fweetens its acrimony, 
and helps to purge it off, as alio to deterge 
and corroborate the ftomach. Thus the 
Paflages are evacuated, and dllpofed to digelt 
the milk when the child begins to fuck. ' 
The child being thus dreffed and prepared, 
muft be quietly laid afleep ; for by the efforts 
it had made, and the fatigue of being cleans- 
ed and fwaddled, it ftands greatly in need 
of reft. We muft not lay it on its back^- 
but on its fide, with its head a little raifed^' 
that the faliva may run out tfie freer : and 
that tlie infant may breathe with more cafe, 
and fafety, care muft alfo be taken, that the 
blankets do not too clofely cover the mouth 
^K and nofe. 



Mot/xrs ought to fiickle tbeir children. ^I 

T AM fenfible, that it Is no eafy matter to3| 
perfuade mothers to fuckle their children r* I 
however, it is incumbent on us to ufc ouf 
endeavours to induce them to perform this 
important duty, iince the child with the milk 
it fucks, imbibes the manners and difpofitions, 
C as 
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as well as the peculiar qualities of the nurfe^ 
humours. This appears plainly m animals 
which fuck a ftrange dain ; for they always 
partake fomething of the creature they fuck, 
being accordingly either, of a milder or fiercer 
nature, or of a flronger or weaker boJyj 
which may be noted in young Lions tamed 
by fucking a domeftic aninial, as a cow, 
goatj &c. as OH the contrary, a dog will be- 
come more fiirious, if it fucks a wolf; and 
a lamb fucking a goat, changes not only its 
nature, but even its wool into the goat-kind j 
fo it is alfo among rational creatures ;, 
hence we_ have julUy the old proverb». 
touching an ill-natured perfon, iibai fomc^ 
brute or other has been bts nurfc. 

Daily experience may fufficiently con- 
vince us, that children really fuck in Uie 
vicious inclinations, and depraved paiTJons of 
their nurfes, which honeft parents perceiv- 
ing in their children, are amazed at fuch de- 
generacies, not knowing after whom the 
child can take thofe propenfidcs : where- 
fore, the mother, though perhaps not the 
beft nurfe In other refpeds^ and where it is. 
not inconfiflent with fome prefent diforder, is 
always preferable to a ftranger ; whicli if peo- 
ple of honour and probity would more obfcrve,, 
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J am apt to believe, admittuig a proper edu- 
catiorij that there would not be fo manv 
gracelefs, difobedient, and degenerate chil- 
dren of our age. What madnefs Is it then tg 
fuffer an infant, formed upon noble and gSr' 
perous principles, to be thus pernicioully cor- j 
rupted by a ftranger's mJlk ? 

'Tis alfo obfervable, that there is 0^ ] 
ten neither parental love, nor good 
(lerftanding amongft bretliren ; that they J 
are of very different tempers, becaufe they 1 
have fuck'd diiferent breafts ; whereas, ha j j 
they been nurfed by their mothers, It might 
be the means to prevent diflenfions in I 
femilies too frequently obfervable. N 
over, it Is cruel and unnatural in a mothe^ j 
either out of felf-love or indolence, to dei ! 
fraud her new-born babe (tender and help-,1 
lefs) of that milk which nature has provided j 
for it, and which by inftinft, it eagerly J 
fearches for, though not offered. ' 

But, if natural affei5l:ion, and the innu- 
merable inconveniencies, to which the mo- 
ther expofes her child, by refufing to fuckld 
It, are not fufficient to perfuade her to do thfi 
indiipenfable duty, let her but confider, that 
by changing the natural courfe of^ her r 
flae draws upon herfelf many difeafcs. 
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as abrcefTes, fchitxhous, and cancerous tu- 
mours, which are worfe than any thing that 
can poflibly liappen to her by (uckling her 
children ; and the following words of the pro- 
phet, is a ftanding inliance how much God 
himfelf was difpleafed with this barbarity a-* 
niong the Jews : T^he fea-imnfien drain out the 
brenfl ; they gi'ue Jiick to their young ones : the 
(iaiightc'r of my people is become cruel, like 'ihe 
ojirieh in the ivil^mefs, 'which is hardened a- 
gainji her young ones, as tho'thcy "were not hersi 
Lam. iv. 3. Job xxxix. 16. -- 

III. Infants Hiould not be glutted with 
pap in tlie iirft months, which turns to a 
crude indigeftible chyle j it will fuffice to 
give it them moderately twice a day j npr 
fhould they be fet on their feet too early, as 
fome nurfes imprudently are apt to do. Nor 
fliould childi'en be weaned until they are 
eigiiteen months, or two years old, for the 
longer they fuck the better, as good breafl 
milk not only prevents many ailments, foftens 
and cools the gums when iJiflamed, forwards 
dentition, and prevents its fatal conlequences, 
but even lays alalllng foundation for a robuft 
and healthy conrtitution, and would prevent 
our having a diminutive generation, of 
h our age is too productive. Aftc: 
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Are weaned, they fhould be purged now and 
then with a little rhubarb, or manna, in or-, 
der to evacuate the forties of the primae viee^ 

SECT. I. 
CHAP. I. 

Of the Crusta Lactea, or Lactumen,^ 
TT7 E now come to the diforders of chilAj 

dren, properly fpeaking, beginning witb| 
thofe of the Cutis, which are the firft andl ] 
moft commoit that afteft children. 

The names of thefe cutaneous diforderl*! 
are various and confounded, as well among 1 
the Latins as the Greeks, for they agree in nofi 
refpedt ; fo that the fame names aie enB»l 
ployed to exprefs different diforders : th|5^ 
caufes fuch a confiifion, that we are at a'| 
lofs to know what diforders thefe names dei 'I 
note, as modem Botanifts are with regard to^ 
the names of plants in Theopbrajius and £)/*• 
cfcorides. 

This diforder is called Crujla LaBeai \ 

Lactuijien, Lactumitia, in Latin ; xijg/« ifl ■ 

Greek Acor and Favtis, and by fome Tinea, 

But the laft is a different diforder with * 

, which the names Keria, Acor and Fa'vus 

C 3 agree 
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agree better than with the prefent evil, of 
which the firft three names are more ex- 
preflive. 

It may be defcribed a whitiJh or milky 
cruft, of more or lefs extent, affedting only 
fucking children ; is fometimes of a grey or 
blackifh colour, feated mofl commonly on 
the hairy-fcalp, extended fometimes on the 
forehead, or other parts of the fece ; is fre- 
quently pendulous, moveable, and tranfu- 
ding a thin fcrbus humour. To render the 
idea of this diforder the more intelligible, 
add, that it feldom happens to any but well 
nouriflied infants, who fuck much. It 
firft manifefts itfelf by fmall tumours, like 
velicles, intcrfperfed with fmall infenlible 
pores, from whicii flows or tranfudes 
a fpifiid humour, much like pomatum^ 
which* is dried by degrees, and forms a 
cruft, daily encreafing, and of diiFerent 
colours, fometimes grey, black, or of a 
deep yellow. The different quantity of 
blood, mixt with the hiimour of this cruft, 
from Icratching the part by the reftlefs infant 
occafions tliis dlverfity of colours. 

It Ihould be now examined what the feat 
and nature of this evil is. The feat is the 
febaceous glands, for it rarely appears any 
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where but iii them. Moreover, if the dil' 
order had been ieated in any other part of 
it would give room to very large 
cicatrices, which never appear in this ; on 
the contrary, the fkin is very fmooth, fo 
that women dellre their children fliould have 
^L the Crujia iaEiea^ in order to render them the 
^P more beautiiuJ. As for the exiltcnce of the 
febaceous glands, I Ihall not pretend to prove 
a thing io univerfally allowed ; nor fliall I 
fpeak of tlieir ftrudture, but only obferve, 
that tliey are extremely fmall, and are very 
numerous in the hairy-fcalp, the eye-brows, 
eye-lids, ©c. They are alfo febaceous 
glands wliich fecern the wax of the ears, 
^ eyes, ^c. This diforder Is never obferved in 
^■•«maciated and ill-nouriJhed children j on the 
^B. contrary, fuch milk as is very thin and ferous, i 
^■i jnakes it difappear, whence we may conclude^ J 
H^^hat the caufe of this dilbrder is owing to a 
great quantity of oily and rich milk, whic 
is blended with the febaceous humour, ol 
-ftru(!fe the glands, and raifcs the I'eficulcey 
ibiall tumours which give rife to the ev 
Thefe elevations happen at the extremities 
of the excretory duds of the febaceous gland^ j 
iwhich at length being afted upon, emit 

C 4. ycUow 
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yellow or blackiHi humour; but as it is benign 
and balfamic from the mixture of the milk, it 
does not excoriate or ulcerate the part, as 
we fee in a lippitude or fpurious gonorrhiza^ 
wherein, though the febaceous glands are 
obftniifted by a vifcid humour in the parts 
of generation, and diforders of the eyes, yet 
no excoriation happens. The cruft: is more 
commonly feen on the head and face than 
elfewhere, both becaufe a great number of 
febaceous glands is feated in thefe parts, and 
moreover, are very much expofed to the 
cold, and other injuries of the air, whence 
the matter is the more infpiflated and dit- 
pofed to fettle in them, whillt the febaceous 
glands of the reft of the body, are neither fo 
numerous nor expofed to thefe inconvenien- 
cies, being kept warm by the clothes which 
cover us, whence the flagnant humours are 
difiipated. Next to the theory of this difr 
order, we are to anfwer fome queftions 
relating to it, as, 

I. Why the fymptoms of the Crjv/?fl hac- 
■/ffl have periodical returns ; for the patient 
may find himfelf well during fifteen days, 
and as many more the cruft augments ; tlie 
part' becomes more fenfiblc and plentifiiUy 
difcharses 
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difcharges a ferous humour, Gfc. this fome 
attribute to the various changes of the moon, 
but it fliouid be rather deduced from the 
nurie's mcnftruation, whereby her milk be- 
comes more acrid and adUve, than ufua], 
which produces fuch a commotionand change 
in the infant's body, that its effeft is foon 
manifeft in the tender affefted part, though 
the change is in itfelf very -imperceptible, as 
we fee with regard to fevera! other cafes of 
the fame Itind in the human body ; that tlie 
changes of the part affedled fpring trom this 
fource, is proved alfo, from tliis, tiiat they 
always appear in the time of mcnftruation, 
and rarely at any other, 

2. How comes it to pafs, that after tliis 
cnift, the Ikin is always the whiter, fofter, 
and more beautiful ? tills I am apt to at- 
tribute to the great afflux of the humours, 
which are attra<Sed by the part affefted, 
whereby its fibres are relaxed, and became 
more foft and pliable ; what is hard or coarfc 
being thus carried off, whilfl: the heat and 
dirt dry up and harden the ikin of fuch as 
have no Cru^a Lactea. 



3. It may be demanded, whether this evil 
may be communicated by contagion. The 
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nurfes always apprehend this effeft, nor can 
I blame them, lb it be not carried too far. 
But in the mean time, I am not of opinion 
that it is communicable this way, as is the 
finea^ of which we Ihall Ipeak in the next 
chapter. 

Symptoms. Moft of thefc are learned 
fi-oih what we have hitherto faid of the ftate 
of the infant. Tiiough the humour flowing 
from die affeifted part is mild, ballJimic, and 
incapable of irritating ; yet the pendulous 
moveable fcab, by its inequality and rougli- 
nefs, compreffes and irritates the fubjacent 
parts, fo as to force the child to fcratch him- 
felf continually, and very often excoriate the 
part, efpecially when the fcab begins to dry. 

If the humour be abundant thin and ferous, 
it will flow plentifully: If vifcid and in 
finall quantity, it fcarcely appears. 

The accidents are much more violent, 
and dangerous, if the evil be repelled ; for the 
blood being thus impregnated with a great 
quantity of tlie morbid particles, l6dges 
them in feveral parts, according to their dif- 
pofition. Thus they are fometimes thrown 
on the inteftines, where they produce dan- 
gerous diarrheas J in the brain they caufe 
con- 
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convuUion j in the bronchia or lungs, violent 
coughing ; in the ftomach they produce in- 
appetency, &c. 

Diagnostics. From the defcription of 
the diforder appear its diagnoilics, as alfo 
its prognoflics, obferving only, that it is no 
way dangerous, if it be left to itfelf, and 
not repelled. 

Cure. As the blood Is vlfcid in the 
Crtijfa lactea^ and over-charged with milk, 
the child fliould be purged now and then 
with the fyrup of peach-flowers, or the 
cathartic fyrup of apples, or the compound 
fyrup of fuchory, to an ounce and half or 
two ounces of any of them, to which you 
may add occafionally, two fpoonfuJs of the 
tinfture of rhubarb, or rhubarb in fubftancc 
to a fmall doie. 

But the beft and fafeft method, if the 
fcab be too large and requires our attention, 
is to change the infant's nurfe for one newly 
delivered, whofe milk being ferous, will 
cure the infimt without danger of repelling 
the morbid humours. But if this cannot be 
conveniently done, and the diforder ftill 
fabfifts, augments, and gives room to a 
troublefomc irritation, let it be fomented 
witli 
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with a decoction of barley and mallow roots, 
for the firft-is deterfive, and the fecond re- 
laxing and anodyne. Inftead of this, nurfes, 
commonly employ fome . of the infant's 
urine, w:hich has alrnpft the fame qualities. 
Ijf the fuperficial ulcer under the fcab be 
phagedenic . and difppfed to fpread, it nxuft 
be clofely kept from the influence of the air, 
elpecially that part whence the fcab has 
fallen. TJiis is done by applying to the fame 
p^rts a kind of pomatum, made by beating 
up. the oU of fweet almonds with water, foi; 
all oils be^t up and intimately blended with 
water, produce the iangie effed:. But if the 
adjoining fkin be confideirably damaged, you 
may add to this pomatum a little tutty, 
litharge, or cerufs^ reduced to impalpable 
powder. 



C H A P. II. 

Of the Ti^ is; A. 

'T'HIS cutaneous diforder attacks only 

the hairy -fcalp. It is confiafedly de- 

fcribed by > the Greeks, who called it JS?r/«, 

and confounded it with the: p.recedjiig. dii?-. 

order. 
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; treated of it more 



brder. The Lntim hav 
exaftly : they gave it the name Tinea, from 
its likenefs to the motli-holes in cloth ; 
Favus from its refcmblance to a honey- 
comb, being full of Imall holes, (which is 
alfo the import of the Greek xtj^iov) and 
:Acores from tJie accrimony of the humours, 
■which flow from the affefted part. The 
Arabians, like the Greeks, confounded thii 
with the foregoing diforder ; they indif- 
criminately called them Saphati and A/a- 
pbati ; they only added the epithets of dr\' 
end moift to thefc names, to diftingiii/h, 
as it were, the different fpecies of the fame 
diforder. '■ Thtis" far of the names ; now of 
the defcription of the dilbrder. ■' 

It always afledls the liairy-fcalp, feldoni 
or never the parts dertitute of hair : the 
bulb or root of every hair In the afFeded 
part firft begins to fwell, tJien to form IhiaU 
ulcers, and as many imperceptible. orifices, 
which daily augiiicnt and exlude an acrid 
humour. Thefe elevations may be of va- 
rious bulk and number, of different colours, 
as yellow, grey, black, G?f. according to 
the liabit of the patient, and nature of the 
humours ; afterwards the difcharged hu- 
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mour is gradually infpiffated, till it forms a 
fcab. 

Differences. The T;«w is either dry 
or moift ; the firft has no flux of humour, 
but the Iccond an abundant one, of a ferous, 
acrid humour, wliich cannot be dried. It is 
called Tinea fiivifia, when it is like an honey- 
comb, Tineaficofoy or tnJxua-i^ in Greek, when 
the tumours are like fmall figs. It is alfo 
called Tinea ulcerofa, when ulcers fenfibly 
appear ; but thefe differences are of little mo- 
ment. The Tinea fiiiliaris, from its likenefs 
to millet, is the firll degree of the difor- 
der; the next is the fpecies called Tinea fa- 
vina, which is full of ulcerated holes, like 
honey-combs, flowing with a yellow honey- 
like humour. The third degree is called 
truKMCTf?, or Tinea Jicofa, wherein the tumours 
arc larger, and are interfperfed with feveral 
red points like fig-grains. The laft degree 
of the difordcr is called Tinea lupinofa, from 
the refemblance of the ulcerated tumours to 
lupijis. 

Causes. As moft authors who have 

treated as well of the diforders of children, 

as of thofe of adults, have given no fatis- 

faftory account of their genuine feat ; fo 

others 
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others have been at a lofs for the feat of a 
gpnorrlia?a, the fmall-pox, meafles, Crujla 
h£te(it and many morej but in particular 
for the feat of the prefent diforder. 

All are perfuaded that the Cutis Is affet^l- 
cd by the Tinea. But the quelllon is, 
what part of it ? In order to difcover the 
tFu^ of th? patter, let us obferve, ifi. 
TWx in the Tinea the hair of the affedted 
part; is Ihed for want of nouriflunent, througli 
the corroilon of their roots, zdly. That in 
order to cure It, all the hair of the part af-r 
fetSed Ihould be extracted, "^dly. That 
ftfter the cure this part is fmooth, and vvidi- 
put hair, which commonly remains fo du- 
ring the patient's lite. From thefe obferva" 
tions we may conclude, that the evil is 
ieated at the roots of the hair: now thefc 
roots, by one or many branches, are ira-, 
planted in many fmall bulbs, or capfula-j 
which correfpond to the number of hairs ^ 
the reft of their dcfcription, for brevity^ 
lafee, I omit ; obferving only, that they ace 
fo nouriihed with their lymph, that they 
grow only by the root, which is propelled 
^nd continually advanced j for they do not 
grow equally in their whole length like al^ 
other 
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other parts of the body. That the evil is 
feated in thefc capful(Z, or at the root of 
the hair, is plain from the gradation of the 
diforder, firft manifefting itfelf by fmall tu- 
mours, or pimples, at the root of every hair, 
then by the fmall pores or iffiies of the fame ; 
the ihedding of the hair, till ulcers appear; 
and, finally, by the fcab. But what pro- 
duces all thcfe eifefts ? Nothing certainly, 
but an acrid nutritious lymph, which cor- 
rodes the capfiiia and roots of the hair; 
wherefore, all things which are capable of 
rendering the blood or lymph acrid, may 
be efteemed caufes of this diforder ; to 
which, add the local difpofitbn of the part 
which fhould concur with the former caufes 
to produce the evil, and the greater and 
more intenfe thefe difpofitions are, the great- 
er the diforder will be, whether it be 
communicated by contagion, by the child's 
iinnen, cap, or otherwife, which is very 
common, as the itch, &c. are communi- 
cated ; or whether it proceeds from any o- 
iher fource ; for that medicinal or phyfical 
axiom, is very true in this cafe, that quid- 
ptid recipitur, ad difpojitionem recipientis 
recipitur. If the cliild's head be very- 
dirty. 
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dirty, feldom combed, and much negledl- 
ed ; the humour of tranfpuatioli being thug 
obftruited, renders the lymph of the above 
CapfuLe fo acrid, that it may alfo give room 
to a 'Tinea. 

S YM p T o M s. The Tinea begins to rnant-' 
feft itfelf by ieveral imperceptible pores or 
iinail oriiices, at the roots of the hair, which 
emit, by compreffion, a ferous acrid humour^ 
much Uke that which appears in the Ept/li^^ '' 
orfuppuration, betvrixt the gums and teeth,* 
irom the caries of the latter. Soon after" 
appear feveral fmall ulcers in the whold ■ 
extent of the tineoy of a yellow, grey, or- ' 
black colour, frequently fetid and dry. The ' 
cruft or fcab is formed of tlie finall drops 
tranfuded by tJie orifices of thefc finall ul- 
cers, which are reduced to a proper con- 
fiilence by the air, G'r. Tlie fcab is of the 
various colours above-mentioned, according 
to the quality of the humour. They fome- 
times fuppurate and fpread very much, till 
they meet each other, and create fevcriil 
fiirrows, or eminencies and depreflions, 
which according to their elevation, give 
ground for the appellations favi^ Jicit &c. 
If tlie ulcers be phagedenic, tliey fpread 
D ftill 
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fHll farther. The hair is ftied, their root^' 
being .corroded ; and confequently, are no 
longer nourifhed ; this gives room to feve- 
ral bald places on the hairy-fcalp, which* 
are called area : if they fall off by locks, 

' the diforder is called Alopecia ; if the hair 
Is fhed all over the aiFedted part, it is called- 
Cahities^ and the evil is eafily communicated 
by contagion. / . 

Diagnostics. What has been already, 
faid of the fymptoms of the tinea, is fuffi-r 
cient to difcover its exiftence ; for it can hardly, 
fee confounded with any other diforder ^ if 
with any, its only with the Crujia lactea, and 
a kind oi Jcabies, or itch of the hand : but 
the laft is tranfitory, void of danger, attended 
with very fmall tumours, or fuperficial 
fcab, rarely afFeding any children but fuch 
as have too delicate and tender heads, * too 
often expofed to the cold air ; it is eafily 

• cured, and frequently difappears of itfelf:^ 
As to the Crujia lactea, ' it is diftinguifhable 
from the Tinea, inafmuch as the former com-** 
monly afFed:s only very young children, fix,-^ 
ten, or fourteen months old, or thereabout, 
and fuch as are well nouriflied, and in good 
habit of body : it is alfo as apt to irivadfe the 

face 
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fecc as the head. It is attended with an en- 
tire cnift witliout any perforations, but dlC- 
thirges much ferum. 

■ The Tinea, on the contrary, rarely afFedls 
(Children before the 3d, 4th, or 5th year, 
and fuch only as are very thin and ill-fed : 
it never paiTes the hairy-fcalp, nor does it 
appear on the face ; it is likewife full of 
holes, or fmall orifices. 

Prognostics. The ot^nacy, great dan- 
ger and difficulty of cure of the Tinea, require 
atfolutely, that it be diflinguifhed from the 
Crujln ladea, which is eafily removed, and 
without "any danger, though it continues, 
fo it be left to nature. This diflinftion we 
have already made. Nor is the Tinea lb 
very dangerous, if not repelled ; if it be, 
it may be attended by tlie worfl of confe- 
quences, as epilepfy, blindnefs, deafnefs, 
palfy, obftinate rheums, and fluxions of the 
breail^, flow fever, and its confequences, 
which commonly terminate in death. 

Cure. As this diforder is very painful, 
and hard of cure, phyficians feldom under- 
. take to cure it before the 4th or 5tli year of 
the child's age, though it appears much ear- 
lier. The moft common and bcfl method of 
D 2 treating 
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treating it by the ableft phyficians, is as 
follows. - .. 

1. The general remedies are to be prc- 
mifcd, as well in this as in all other difor- 
ders, to prepare the patient, and purify his 
blood ; wherefore the phyikian (hould be- 
gin with bleeding, afterwards purging, then 
cooling broths,, and afterwards proceed to 
the ufe of aperitive remedieSj prepared from 
iron and mercury, which may be exhibited 
either by themfelves, or in the above broths. 
Adecodlion of the woods, nay viper's broth, 
may be ordered, if the infant be fat, bloat- 
et^ oi: plilcgmatic : if not, let him be con- 
fined to a milk diet. But all diefe internal 
remedies are ufelefe, without the external 
ones, on which we ai'c nioftly to depend, 
in order to cleanfe and confolidate the part 
afFedled. 

The principal indications for thefe reme- 
dies are to fofien and carry off the fcab, and 
to diminifh the heat and pain of the affedt- 
ed part. To anfwer tliefe intendons, let 
the part be fomented with a fimple de- 
codtion of althea and barley ; or if this Ja 
ineffectual, employ a decodton of lidiarge, 
tiitty, of beet-leaves, wild-dock, and red- 
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cabbage; to which is added, occafionally, 
the roots of elicampane, or the like : but 
the patient's head fhould be fliaved before 
their ufe. If thefe remedies are infufficient 
to corredl the evil, extraiS the mucilage of 
the feed of fenugreek and of flax, by boil- 
ing them in water to the confidence of 
a gelly : to this may be added, fome freJli 
lard i with all which the patient's head is to 
be rubbed, or in its ftead, may be applied 
in by way of cataplafm, your fine frelli 
cream or butter, which powerfully foftens 
and diffolves the fcab. If all thefe are un- 
fuccefsfii!, boil a fmall quantity of muftard- 
feed in fiefh lard, of which make a poma- 
tum, therewith to rub the affedled part. 
The lard relaxes, and the muftard is de- 
terfive; therefore 'tis a proper remedy in 
this cafe. You may alfo boil foap in water, 
and it will be ferviceable for the fame intent. 
If the fcab falls by thefe methods, you will 
foon difcover of what fpecies the Tinea is. 
If any hair remains on the part, it muft be 
extracted by the roots. Some authors re- 
commend pincers for tliis purpofe ; but the 
operation is too long and troublefome, where- 
fore I would prefer the ufe- of an adhefive 
D 3 plainer, 
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plaifter, as a plaifter of Burgundy pitch, 
which iliould be clofely applied to tlie Ti- 
7iecj, and there left till it adheres very exactly 
to the hair ; then it fliould be raiftd by de- 
grees, and at different intervals, to create 
the lefs pain by tlie extraiflion of the hair ; 
and in the fame proportion as it is raifed, 
apply a fine piece of linen covered with 
Galen'?: cerate., betwixt the elevated part of 
the plaifter and the patient's head, in order 
to prevent their re- union. This operation is 
iefs painful than the former, fo that the 
found parts of the head be not covered with 
the plaifter, which (liould be always avoided, 
and the feat only of the evil attack'd. 
Wh'en all this is done, employ gentle cor- 
rofive or catheretJc remedies, to carry off 
all the bad flefh, and clear the part, as fome do 
in other cafes with tlie Lap. Infernal, But you 
are to order more gentle corrofives here, as the 
juice of the root Lady-feal, which is a little 
corroterfive, or oil of tartar per ddiquium, or 
if it be neceifary, order the phagedenic water 
of the gentleft kind, with which you walli 
the ulcer, efpecially the moft fordid parts. 
Thus the ulcer is fo mundiiied, that pure 
red flcfli will fooii rife, wliich ought to be 
drclfcd 
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dreifei . with the common digeftive, or the 
iimple liriimentum arcei, if the preceding 
catharetics are incapable of bringing the ulcer 
to a laudable ftate, employ your calcin'd 
alum, the infernal or cauftic ftone, and then 
return to your common digeftive, and treat 
the diforder like a common wound. In fe- 
veral hoipitals in France, the following po- 
matum is in great vogue with experienced 
furgeons. 

« 

R: Vitriol, vulgar, alum. rup. fulph. commun. 
da. p: ee. cog. in f. q. ol. laveji. vel lard. 
. recent, f. pomat. quo inung. part, affect. 

Take of common vitriol, roach alum, and 
common fulphur, each equal parts, boil 
them in a fufficient quantity of oil of la- 
vender, or recent hog's-lard, to the con- 
fiftence of a pomatum, with which the 
part afFedted is to be anointed. 

Though this is highly recommended by fe- 
veral, yet I think the forementioned remedies 
are preferable. The ulcer. being once healed, 
order an ifliie to be. made on the neck^ to 
derive .and evacuate th6 acrid humours by 

that 
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that part, which ►were iccuftomed to run 
before by the ulcer. Hence it app6ars, that 
feveral of the Capfula of the hair are de- 
ftroyed, and confequently that the patient 
after the cure has a bald head. 



CHAP. 11. 

Of the Phthiriasis, or Morbus 

Pedicularis. 

np HOUGH this fubjedt is very naufeous 
and difagreeable to the phyfician, yet 
he fhould not be ignorant thereof^ nor ne- 
gledt its treatment, being very troublefome, 
and even dangerous, to children. It may 
happen to all, but it is more frequently ob- 
fervable in dirty, neglefted infants. Some 
authors report, that they have feen infinite 
numbers of lice on all parts of the body ; 
that they not only appeared on its furface, 
but alfo betwixt the cuticula and cutisy form- 
ing whitifh fuperficial tumours. This kind 
of Pthiriajis I never obferved : but have 
frequently feen it in the head, efpecially of 
thofe who are infedted with a fcabieSy tinea^ 

or crujla laStea^ of that part. 

The 
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The better to underftaiid the nature of 
thefe vermin, we fhall diftinguilh them in- 
to tltfee fpecies, 'uiz. thofe of the head, 
thofe of the tninck, and thofe of the parts 
of generation. Though the Greeks have 
given them no. particular names nor defcrip- 
tions, yet it is certain, that they are of three 
diftind: ipecies, and are different by their 
figure, nature, and feat. I can atteft, from 
feveral obfervations made by the help of 
microicopes, that the vermin of the trunck 
differ in nature, figure, and feat, from both 
the other fpecies, as the vertuofi alfo af- 
firm. 

The origin of Pediculi the moderns juftly 
derive from eggs ; for the axiom, emne ani- 
mal ex ovo, is true in this cafe. Theie eggs 
in the head are fmall, round, and whitifh 
tumours or ve/icles, fixed to the roots of 
the hair. This vermin have diflinft males 
and females, and are not hermophrodites, 
as feveral authors have imagined. The 
males have four tefticles. This difcovery 
we chiefly owe to Lewenhoek, who from 
his experiments thereon, merits to be read 
on this fubjedl. Falifneri, who wrote in par- 
ticular of infedls, has made a great many.ex- 
periments 
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pcriments on the ^me lubjed:. They 1)6 th 
evince, that the generation of thefe vermin; 
as well as tha;t • of all imperfeS: animals, is 
infinitely numerous ; for they have conir 
puted, that one male and female loufe, fo- 
mented betwixt the r«//j and fcarf-^lkin, in 
two months tiniie, engendered ten thoufand 
more, which Lewenhoek in particular has alio 
attefted; and the ancients, with fome moderns, 
were of opinion, that the generation of thefe 
as well as of other animals, was owing to pu- - 
trefadion : but repeated experience and rea- 
foning have demonftrated the contrary. 

Before we proceed any farther to this 
theory, it will be neceflary to * ahlwer the 
following queftions, i. Whence fpring the 
vermin of the head, particularly in fuch as 
have had none before ? 2. Why fome are 
more fubjedt to them than others, whilft 
ihc\x: femina maybe equally in both? 3. 
Why .the vermin of the head in fome chil- 

■ 

dren, fo obftinately refifts the force of all • 
remedies, fo that they feem to be eradi- 
cable ? 

As to the firft queflion, this vermin very 
probably fpring from a dirty unclean nurfe, 

as' 
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as well thofe of the head^ as the reft before- 
mentioned : for they never appear, if they 

be not communicated by a loufy infeded 
perfon, to one that is not. 

11. Some are much more fubjedt to them 
than others, through their particular diippfi- 
tions, inafmuch as they foment better the pe- 
^\QxA2sfeminay as we fee that fome feeds grow 
better in certain lands, than they do in others, 
and that every country has its particular pro- 
ducts, according to the nature of the cli- 
mate and foil ; all which is applicable to 
the generation of thefe vermin rather in 
fome perfons than in others. The mofl: 
probable difpofition obfervations could as 
yet iiiggeft, is a thick infipid humour, with 
a dirty xmcombed head, G?r. Hence we 
fee, that children of a cold phlegmatic con- 
ftitution, fiiU of a milky thick humour, are 
much more fubjedl to vermin, than thofe 
of a thin, bilious, and hot conftitutlon, 
whpfe humours are thin and acrid; for 
which reafons, adults are not fo frequently 
troubled with thefe vermin, as children who 
have that quality in their blood, particularly 
fuch as have <he crujia laSlea^ tineCy or 

/cables of the head. 

III. This 
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III. This fpecies of vermin is with diffi- 
culty deflxoyed, as often as they are plenti- 
iiilly fed and protedled from the aiftjon of 
the remedies employed for their deftrudiion. 
This is frequent in the crujia lactea, tinea, 
and fcahics, efpecially when the fcab has 
notfellcn ; for the vermin then work thera- 
fclves under it, and feed upon the purulent, 
or rather milky humour which flows from 
the affefted part, where they are infinitely 
multiplied in fpight of all remedies. 

A Angular faft, but no lefs true than any 
of the former, prefents itfelf here : its de- 
tail is fonicwliat long : I have frequently 
obfervcd it. This is a pouch, or kind of 
vciicular tumour, or large knob, without 
any orifice or other ifiiie, fijll of vermin, 
which fwim in a fmall quantity of purulent 
fanies, mofrly obfervable on the head of 
fome children. But how is this formed ? I 
own it favours pretty much the opinion of 
thofc, who held that vermin are engender'd 
in the veiy body, without any foreign fe~ 
mina; feeing we can perceive no paflage 
whereby they may enter externally. But we 
rtiall find this fyftem ill-groundsd, if we 
confider, that this vermin ha^x a very fine 
ihjirp 
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fliarp roftrum and head, whence they en- 
ter by the fmalleft aperture or excoria- 
tion, nay by the very pores of the flcin, like 
mercury. Now let us fuppolc, that a male 
and female loufe have got into one of thefe 
paflages, and have lodged betwixt die cutis 
and cuticula at fome diftance, no paflage 
will appear to the naked eye. Thefe vermin 
will multiply, as we remarked before, and 
all their progeny will remain in the iame 
place, whence this tumour will arife, as 
Valifneri has frequently obfcrved in paralel 
cafes ; for feeing a perfon, who by fcratcitf 
ing a finall tumour had extrad:ed many vepj J 
min out of it, the author remarked, 
clofely obferved, that the feveral tumours o 
this kind, which tfie patient afterwards had 
fprung from the ingrefs only of two lia 
mto thofe parts betwixt the cuticula zxi\ 
cutis. Several inftances of the like difordei%I 
in other animals may be cited. Into ih%l 
ikin, for inilance, of cows, fmall flies enter>i 
in the fummer time, whicli ingender in it^r.! 
and appear die following ieafon. Tlius i%l 
all cornuted animals are frequently feen iefl 
veraL flies, which enter into \\\c Jinus fron^^ 
tales in fummer, and there produce fmall 
worms. 



46 lie DISEASES 

worms, whence ipring flies in the follow- 
ing fummer. Thus far of this theory '; now 
of what is more medicinal. ' '-' 

Symptoms, As thefymptoms of this 
diforder are few ^nd eafily difcovered, their 
detail will be (liort. The infant has a continual 
itching of the head, from the irritation pro- 
duced by the many feet of thefe animals 
when they creep, and from their pointed (harp 
mouths. Hence fpring perpetual agitation, 
uneafiriefs, arid raifing the hand every in- 
fbmt to fcratch the head^ fo that the im- 
preflions may at laft become painful, efpe- 
cially if the parts be excoriated, as in the 
Crujla kictea^ &c. Thefe fymptonis being 
a little nnbre intenfe, * produce watchings, 
and dt ' length a flight fever, which, by 
the obffinacy of the evil, and the exulce- 
ration of the part, being thus fomented, 
may at laft degenerate into a flow fever, 
marafumus, and perhaps death. 

Diagnostics. Nothing is eafier than to 
know the exiftence of a Phthiriafis from the 
defcription and fymptoms of the diforders a- 
bove explain'd, firom the greater or lefler num- 
ber of vermin, the crujta lactea^ &c. which 
accompany it, and which by the conftant ir-' 

ritation 
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ritatlon', punftion, and acrid fece^ of. thfife; 
animals, produce a malignant .and ohiUftate 
quality. • 

. . Fr o G N o aT I c s. . To be fl;iprt, this difor- 
der.is feldom mortal, if the irritation be ijot 
Ib.intenfe. aa.tQ.exafp^rate the tinea^ crufta 
lacteaj fcabieSy or other e^jcoriatipn, t;q foch 
a degree as to produce a flow fever and 
iharafmus. . '._■ .,;; 

: CuRE.^, The remedies eitiployed in. tjiis 
cure> are iaftsnalo^ external,. The interiigl^f e- 
ipfidics,{hoiddjehiefly t?nd. %o corred: the pec- 
cancy of digeftior^, to, creatg a la^uclable sh^yjie, 
and prevent the fpiflitude of the humours : 
for thisiuterilt, J^Jt th^ child^be p^urged^./iow 
and then^ a§ ,oiice a mpnth, bythelyrup, 
t)f peach-blpflbms, ^^yhite rqfes, coj^pouiid 

fuchory w^th rhubarb,: apd cathattifi fyrup; 
of apples, to an ounqe . or two of any, of 
them ; and ^ you may. .a4d, occafipn^Jly, 
two, or threes fpoonfuls of the infiiiioft of 
jfhubarb, of oi fen?ia -y the catharfic fyrup 
pf apples, with the infulion of fenna, are 
eniployed for; the ftrpn^cr fort of children. 
The fyrup of ppach-bloiToms, or compouijid 
fuchory,^^ as occafion requires, are the next. 
The following powder is very much cele- 
brated 



eXse J 



. brated for this purpofe, it confifts of ab- 
forbent remedies. i,. 

R Corall. rubr. pp. ocuL carter, puh. rjiper. 
aa p. c£. m. f. omnium puh. cujus dojis 
Ungulis^ dieb. aut altera quoque die Jit ad 

^yv, aut XX. gr. 

Take of prepared red coral, crabs eyes and 
powder of vipers, each equal quantities : 
reduce all to a powder, of which fifteen 

. or twenty grains are to be taken every 
day, or every other day. 



Combing and wafhing the child's head, 
and taking all the other pains of that kind 
are ufelefs, without the topical remedies ; 
thefe are lotions, fomentations, undions, 
powders, fiimigations. 

1. The lotions are made with a decodtion 
of the roots of the round birth-wort, or 
elicampane, or briony ; of each an ounce ; 
to which add the leaves of purflain, wild 
mercury, fopewort, of each a fufBcient 
quantity, thefe you boil in two or three 
quarts of water, to the confumption of a 
pint, and walh the patients head therewith, 
dipping 




I 
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dipping a piece of linen in it, and applying 
the fame to the affedled part. To render 
this lotion the more efficacious, if the patiertt 
can bear it, diffolve therein a fmall quantity 
of fea-falt, or I'alt-armoniac, or nitre ; fof 
ihefe falts not only cleanfe the head, but 
contiibute to kill the vermine : and though 
they irritate much in the beginning, yet I^ 
degrees the child may become fo accuftom'd 
to them, as to bear them eafily. ' 

2. If the preceding remedies will notd<V 
you may have recourfe to un<flions, with 
proper liniments applied to tlie parts mdft 
aifefted. Let them be thus made : 

R' Sulph. commun. ^j. ol. onvnun. vel k 
rln. q. f. hull, tid coii^ji. tingent. 



Take of common fulphur one ounce,' ' 
of oil of olives, or of bays, a fufficienpl 
quantity, boil up to the confiftencc 1 
an ointment. 



With this the patient's head fhould be a 
nointed. It is tenacious, and will adhertffl 
to the head j whence its effe*:^ will hold the>^ 
make your liniment 



longer : 



you may 1 
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of the powder of Staphysagriay which 
in Greek iigiiifies wild vine, and is efteem- 
ed fo fpecific in the prefent cafe, that it has 
been called Herba fedicularii. Its dofe is 
half an ounce, the powder of the root of 
white hellebor to two drams, boil them in 
a fufiicient quantity of Narbon-honey, frefla 
lard, or kurel-oil } make an ointment, 
which is to be ufed like the former : but 
we are feldpm obliged to have recourfe to- 
this piethod. 

3. The fimple powders are more in ufe, 
efpecially if there be a Criijia laSiea^ I'inea, 
or Scabies. For inftance, the powder of the 
(ttA of Staphysagria. If this is ineffedtual 
alone, add a fourth part of the powder of 
white hellebor, or of aloes j for thefe are the 
moft fpecific remedies in this difeafe. Where 
the fcab and miatter in die above diforders 
are more abundant, t^pply chiefly tjie powder 
to that part. 

4. PerHimes to the part afiedted are em- 
ployed with fuccefs. They are made of 
the powder of tlie feed of Staves-acre, which 
i3 thrown on the coals, and the fiime re- 
ceived on the iiftedted part alone, if pofiibie, 

avoiding!; 
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avoiding with care its influence on the nofe, 
eyes, Off. If it be neceflary to render this 
powder ftronger, add white hellebor, or 
aloes. 

After the cure of the diforder, we may 
make the two following reflexions thereon. 

I. Although mercury is the only fpe- 
ciiic and mofl: powerfiil remedy that can 
be employed in the Phthiriajisy either in 
lotions, undions, powders, or fumigations; 
yet we may as juftly apprehend its bad con- 
fequences here, being immediately applied 
to the head, as we do in the treatment of 
venereal difeafes; wherefore, if it be ab- 
folutely requilite, the moil Ample prepa- 
ration I know of, is its Amalgama with go) 
or iilver, wherewith the goldfmiths coiiii 
monly rub thefe metals to polifh them the 
better. The linen cloth with which tliis 
is nibbed to the faid metals, may be alfo 
applied to the child's head, and will be 
very ufefiil ; its efficacy is owing to the mer- 
cury which it contains, 

II. If the vermin ftill refill the power of 
all thefe remedies, and the patient has at 
the fame time a crujia htlea, finca, or 
fcahies of the head, it is in vain to attempt 

E 2 their 
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their deftruftion any farther, till thefe dis- 
orders are cured ; then the vermin will yield 
more the eafily to proper remedies. 



» » 



CHAP. III. 

Of the Imv^t I G o^ 

np His diforder is called Mentagra m 
greek ; Lichen^ Impetigo^ Ignis volati-- 
cusy ovjihejlris in latin. Some call all kinds 
K)f Impetigo's by the nariie lichen ; but more 
judicious authors apply it to the prefent fort 
of Impetigo y to which is alfo juftly applied 
the word Impetigo in exclufion to all the f eft % 
and fome of its fpecies they. csiX Papulae ^ 
adding heniquce or maligna^ according to 
their quality. As to the name 'Mentagra^ it 
belongs rather to a more violent difordicr^ 
of whofe qualities the prefent does not par-»» 
ticipate. It is called ignis votaticus ox Jil^ 
veJiriSj as fome diforders are ftiled ignis facer 
and Perfcus ; either becaufe of the heat that 
attends it, or becaufe it fiiddenly appears and 
diiappears, in which fenfe the name is veiy 
applicable to it. Some attribute thefe changes 
of the diforder to the variations of the moon : 

but 
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but we have refuted this opinion, fpeaking 
of another diibrder before.. It 1$ moftly ob- 
fervable in children from fix months old ta 
the end of the fourth Year. In thefe it be- 
gins to appear by fmall red veficles, or 
papulce^ which afterwards degenerate inta 
phly^enoideSy having a whitifh fpot in the. 
center of each papula. Thefe are like . a mi- 
liary eruption, appearing commonly on the 
chin alone, and thereabout. At length thefe 
tumours emit a vifcid matter, which is dried, 
and turned to a fcab on their furfece. This 
frequently falls off, and the diforder quite dif-^ 
appears, without leaving the fmalleft veftigia 
or cicatrice, which argues that the cutis is 
not afFed:ed, but the cuticula alone. Its 
origin, progrefs, and declenfion are very. like 
to thofe of the Crujia laBea^ from which 
it feems at firft to differ only in its feat,^ aiad 
by its obflinacy. 

The feat of the Impetigo, is in the feba-* 
ceous glands„ or in the cellules of the cor-^. 
pus mucofum^^ but more efpecially in the 
former, and not profoundly feated in the 
Ucin, as fome thinks otherwife it would 
give occafion to proportional cicatrices s 
whilfti on the contrary, no fuch ever ibc- 

E 3 ceed 



S^- 72? D I S E A S E S. 

ceed the diforder. The febaceous humour, 
through its fpiffitude, fettles in thefe organs, 
obflxuds them, and at length, by the acri- 
mony of the matter, they are perforated, 
and the included humour tranfudes. But 
why ftiould the Impetigo more frequently 
appear on the chin, than any other part of 
the face, head, or body, fince the febaceous 
glands are very numerous in all thofe places ? 
I know no other anfwer to this difficulty, 
but the two following, •viz. i. That as this 
evil moft commonly affeds newly-weaned 
children, the habit they then contract of 
conveying feveral fordid dirty things to their 
mouth, to amufe their fancies while they 
think of fucking, difpofes very much the 
chin to tliis diforder, 2. As infants are very 
fubjeift to drivel vafl quantities of faliva, 
thofe efpecially who are troubled with den- 
tition, they are for this reafon the more 
difpofed to an Impetigo on the chin ; be- 
caufe the infpifkted faliva, like a plaifter, 
flops the pores of the febaceous glands ; 
whence they are glutted and obftrufted with 
their proper humours, which corrode them 
at length, and procure themfelves a paf- 

Symptoms 



1 
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B Symptoms. The fymptoms of an 
Impetigo are very few, and aimoft confined 
to a little itching, which nwkes the infent 
uneafy, and obliged to raife his hands very 
frequently to the part affedled, which he 
doth fometimes excoriate and draw a httle 
blood. Nurfes imagine the diibrder to be 
contagious, therefore they take vail pains to 
prevent its communication : but I don't 
think that it is communicable, if the hu- 
mours be not very acrid, 1 
Diagnostics, Nothing is more palj, 
pable, than the exiltence of an Impetigo y 
for as often as you obfcrve the chin of ^ 
child, in the above circumftances, affcdlod* 
with obllinate finall tumours, and a fucjj^ 
ceeding fcab frequently falling off, and fliyLi 
returning and multiplying, you may cor-i 
dude the diforder is the ignis i)olaticus. J^ 
Prognostics. This diforder is ^^\ 
folutely void of danger, if the patient be 
not very much negledled or ill-ti-eated^ and 
the evil is eaiily removed by a proper nj^ 
ttod. " /.'„ 
K ,■ Cure. If the patient's age can bear \%^. 
H -let him be iirft treated with the general re- 1 
H siedies, fuch as bleeding, purging, aiidme- 
H,. . £ 4. dicines 
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dicines proper to purify the blood, as di- 
luting with whey, &c. and purging now 
and then, that by this means the fource of 
the evil may be removed, before the ufe of 
topics, which contribute to repell it ; though 
if the diforder be very flight and fuperficial, 
they may be appHed without any internal 
remedies. 

The topics employed here are the fame 
■with thofe ordered in all other impetiginous 
cafes. A folution of common fait in water, 
may be firft applied ; for it deterges and 
dries the exulceration. If this proves in- 
cffeftual, let there be a decodlion made of 
the roots of the fliarp pointed dock, or 
common dock, in fimple water, or, to ren- 
der it more efficacious, in vinegar. If tlie 
decodiion be made of the latter, it will 
irritate fo much, that the patient can liardly 
bear it, if it be not prudently and gradually 
adminifter'd, till he becomes accuftomed to 
it. If this is ilill infufficient, proceed iar- ' 
ther, and prefcribe a folution of gum Ara- 
bic, or cherry-tree gum, in vinegar j or, if 
neceflliry, order a mixture of flowers of ful- 
phur and lemon-juice, which ihould be in- 
timately blended and beat up together in a 
mortar. 
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mortar. If a more powerful remedy is ftill 
fequifite, .employ the oil of tartar /^r deH-- 
quium. If the infant be very young and 
tender, let this oil be diluted with a fuffi- 
cient quantity of water. The oil of paper 
or corn is alfo fuccefsfully employed on the 
fame occafion; both are made by fetting 
them on fire, and keeping them very cloiely 
betwixt two plates, or other veiTels, whilil 
they burn. The oils which are exhaled, 
are' colle(3:ed in finall drops on the upper 
vcfleL Thefe oils, particularly that of pa- 
per, are very deterfive and deficcative. If 
you are ftill obliged to have recourfe to 
more powerful remedies, you may take of 
common pomatum a fufficient quantity 3 fo 
that to evety twenty grains of the pomatum, 
you add one of red praecipitate, you'll have 
a very fbrong remedy. I have made this 
gradation of remedies, firom the weaker al- 
ways proceeding to the flronger, in order 
to give you an idea of the phyfician's con- 
duct, which fhould be always fo prudent, 
as not to precipitate the cure, by having re- 
courfe, at firft light, to the moft powerful re- 
medies, whilft more gentle ones may not only 
cure the patient, but do it without danger 

of 
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of which the moft powerful medicaments are 
not always void. Moreover this Impetigo is 
like a natural iflue, intended to difburden 
the body of its fuperfluous noxious hu- 
mours, which if fuddenly ftopped by the 
foregoing remedies, may have very bad con- 
fequences. 

I cannot make an end of this cure with- 
out mentioning of a particular remedy, 
which, in the eyes of fome, may feem to 
be a very odd and prepofterous one ; yet I 
have feen it produce furprizing effetSs in 
the cure of an Impetigo. It Is very com- 
mon in Languedoc, where the good wo- 
men frequently make ufe of it. This con- 
fifts in ilriking fire by a fteel and flint, fo 
that the fparkles may fall on the part af- 
fefted. From what to derive the etfeft of 
this remedy, I know not, if it be not owing 
to the conilri{5tion of the fibres of the part 
through the impreflions made thereon by 
the fire, whereby the ftagnant humours are 
exprefl'ed, and the caufe of the evil removed ; 
juft as it happens by immerfing fuddenly a 
ftrained member in cold water, which (o 
conftridts the fibres, that an inflammation, 
or Other fwelling, is prevented. But I ima- 
gine. 




e/ C H I L D R E N. 59 

ginc, that the firft inftitution of this reme- 
dy is owing to the analogy, which thele 
ignorant perfons thought to have been be- 
twixt this fire and the diforder, which they 
called ignis volaticus : from whence we may 
conclude, that feveral of the moft efficaci"? 
ous fpecific remedies, have and may owe 
their difcovery to meer chance. 



I 



CHAP. IV. 

Of the Intertrigo. 

VJ^ E find neither name nor defcription of 
" this diforder in the Greek writers. 
The Latins call it Intertrigo, as if it were 
a fuperficial rupture, or excoriation of the 
fkin fi-om fcratching. 

The Intertrigo owes its rife to three cau- 
fes, I. The fordid and foul treatment of the 
child by wallowing in his excrements, which 
at length excoriate him, efpecially when 
his cloths are rarely changed : this caufe is 
very common. 2. Though his cloths be 
fi^equently changed, yet if they be not put 
into a lie or lixivium, and well wafhed, 
they will be fo hard and coarfe, being Hill 
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impregnated with forae parts of the excre-. 
meats, though otherwife carefiilly wafhed, 
that they will excoriate the infant. 3. The 
acrimony alone of the infant's faeces, urine, 
&c, independant of the former caufes, will 
neverthelefs have, the fame efFed:. This is 
proved by frequent diarrhaeas, or acrid urine, 
which rarely fail to excoriate children. 

Though every one of thefe caufes is ca- 
pable of producing an IntertrigOy yet they 
do not equally ad: on all children 3 nay, on 
fome they will have no effedi, whilft on 
others they have their proper influence, all 
which depends on the particular difpofitions 
of each infant, efpecially on the nature of the 
ilcin; for a child whofe ikin is hard and 
clenfe, will bear dirt, acrid faeces, and urine,. 
&c. without any excoriation ; whilft others 
of a more delicate, tender and thin fkin,will 
fuffer confiderably thereby. Moreover, fuch 
as are very fat, or have feveral foldings in 
their Ikin, will therein retain the faeces fo 
long, till by their delay they corrode and ex- 
coriate the parts ; if fpecial care be not ta- 
ken to wafh them very frequently, and keep 
them clean, turning by degrees thefe folds, 
till no dirt is found in their interftices. 

Symp- 
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Symptoms. The fymptoms of this 
diforder, are very few, and ahnoft confined 
to a little uncafinefs, watchings, and fomei 
times a flight fever. . . 

DlAGNOST-lcs. The J;^/^rf r/g-o is^ eafily 
difcovercd by infpedion, and hardly need* 
any particular figns. For as often' as we meet 
a &t plump child, of a white and tender (kin; 
we may conclude,: if he be excoriated in the* 
groins, ^c. that he has an Intertrigo. 

Prognostics. The Intertrigo threat- 
ens the patient with no danger. The only 
thing that may be apprehended is the rickets, 
to. which this diforder fomctimes gives rife. ' 
. Cure. The principal thing in the treat- 
ment of an Intertrigo is to change frequent^' 
ly the child's cloths, and to keep him clean; 
If this won't do, jet his fores be fomented* 
with pl$int^m-water, or a decoftion of the ' 
roof of mallply^ warm red wine, or all to- 
gether, .putting fmall pieces of fine linen on^ 
the excoriated parts. If the dilbrder be more 
confi^^blcj .and inveterate, an abforbent 
powder may ibe exhibited. Such particu-> 
larly as is found in dry and worm eaten* 
WQod; which is a remedy well known to 
the good women, who daily ufe it to dry up 

thole 
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thofe excoriations ; for want of this, you I 
may order them miU-duft. The meal, or 
flour on the furface of new -baked bread 
will have the fame effedt. 

If the Intertrigo will not yield to thefe, 
we may have recourfe to more powerful 
remedies, which are to be fought for in 
the apothecarie's ftiop : thefe are the powder 
of cerufe, that of tutty, or the white oint- 
ment of rhazes. 

As to the diarrhfea, acrid fjeces, or urine, 
fmce nurfe's milk commonly produces them 
in children, her temperament ihould be 
redified, and the peccancy of the humours 
correfted : wherefore flie is to take pullet- 
broths, in which are boiled cooling emol- 
lient plants, or other remedies proper to 
correct the acrimony of the juices. If tliis 
cannot be eafily done, and the diarrhfea, 
acrimony of the feces and urine, ftill con- 
tinue, it will be expedient to change the 
nurfe, for another whofe humours are more 
balfamic. If this does not meet with fuc- 
cefs, order feme gentle aftrlngent clyfter 
for the patient. 

Of 



cf CHILDREN. 



C^^ 



,C H A P. V. 

Of the C R I N O N E s. 

TN children, are fometimes obierv'd be- 
twixt their fhoulders, or about their loins, 
a great Number of coarfe black hairs, called 
Crimnes, from their likenefs to the briftles 
of fwine. The Greeks and Latins have not 
ipoken at all of them. The German writers, 
through a corruption of the above name, 
call them Comedones, fome call them SeiiS 
for the iame reafon. In France, they are 
called Moujlaches, being fuppofed to affeifl 
none but male children, Thefe hairs are 
very coarfe and ftrong, whereas the hairs of 
children are commonly weak and pl'able. 
They difappear in cold weather, and be- 
come more confpicuous by heat, fo that the 
fltin where they are lodg'd, is all black. By 
fridtions, particularly of fcveet fubftances, 
as breaft milk or honey, they grow longer, 
feveral fyftems have been framed about the 
origin and nature of thefe hairs. The 
ancients imagined, that they were produced 
by 



64 ^he D I S E A S E S 

by the excrements of the third digeftion.^ 
Afterwards fome fufpe(5ted they were ani- 
mals; and at length, this ndtion has been 
confirmed by the help of microfcopes, which 
difcovered thefe hairs to be real Ihfeds, ha- 
ving a diflind: head with a pair of eyes, an4 
a tail divided into three parts, ' . Their heacjl 
are inferted deeply in the fkin, which they 
retraft, or extrude, more, or lefs, ! accordirig' 
to the various degrees of heat or cold. Qr 

by the fridtions of fwe'et fdbit^ces. ' Bt-^^ 

J *-•'.. ■■.»■■■■ ■• ■ ' 

muller has accurately defcribed them in hi& 
pradlical works. ... ^ . ? , 

We are now to examine m what kind .of 

- * - ■ 

pores thefe animals were lodged. I am of 
Opinion they are implanted in .the exqretcffy 
dudls or pores of the febacecHis glands ; .be-, 
caufe the oily vifcid humour of thefe organs, 
is very proper for the nutritipn of fuch ani- 
mals. Moreover, the febaceous glands are 
very numerous betwixt the flioulders,japd in. 

the loins, where thefe animals are common- 

» . i . ■ • 

ly obfejved. But why are not they alfo raet. 
with in the head, Gfr. fince thefe parts arc. 
well furnifhed with fuch glands, as we ob-.^ 
ferved in treating the Crujia laSleaf The 
reafon of this, I fuppofe, is, becaufe the 

head 



I 



r/'CHILDREN. 6^ 

head and iace arc too much expofed to cold, 
which thefe animals avoid, whilll the other ■ 
parts are warmer, and confequendy better I 
adapted to the nature of the Crimnes. 

As to their origin, they do not fpring ] 
from putrefadtion, nor am I acquainted with I 
the caufe of their produiSIon, no more diai^ I 
I can determine into what they degenerattf j 
in the end. They rarely afFed any but J 
very young, and well nourifhed children^ j 
whofc humours are copious and balfamic. 

Symptoms. Reftlefsnefs, agitation, anj J 
watchings, are caufed by thefe animals, pro- 
bably becaufc they irritate the patients, who 1 
likewife become very thin and lean, either 
for want of reft, or through the confump- 
tlon of the nourilhment by thefe infedls j and 
in confequence of this, a flow fever and 
rickets frequently fupervene. 

Diagnostics. This diforder, if not 
manifeft of itfelf, will become fo, by ex- 
poiing the infent's back to the fire, or rub- 
bing it with honey, milk, &c. It is uncom- 
mon in Paris, and in countries moderately 
cold, but frequent in fuch as are hot. 

Prognostics. The Crinones are no 
way dangerous of themfelves ; they are alfo 
F ealily 
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falily cured, and commonly difappear iij 
procefs of time. 

: Cure. Among tlie medicine employed 
in the treatment of this diforder, topics are 
the moft confiderable : yet the general re- 
medies fliould be always premifed, efpecially 
if the patient be fat, plethoric, or full of 
crudities. Li which caie, let him be purg- 
ed with compound fyrup of Rhubarb, or if 
he be too yourtg, tender and unable to bear 
the immediate a<3:ion of the cathartic, let it 
be given to his nurfe, whofe breaft-milk 
will fufiieient4y purge the iofant. Afteiw 
wards let him take this abforbent powder, 

E; Ocul. cancr. & corrall. rubr. pp. kinekink 
. aa. p. a,i m.f.puh. 

Take of crabbs-eyes, prepared red corall, 
;. and pcnavian. bark, of each equal quan- 
-titles; reduce to * powd^f. 
Tailing atrrtbc. feme time pullet broths^ 
-iwhercinafe.ltoil^d ewoliug plants., .id 



As tothc'to^ical remedies, they are eafily 
prepared. To make the hairs or infeiSs ap- 
pjtlr more perceptible, let the infiml's back- 
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l)e expofed to the fire, or a fridtion made 
with milk or honey. When the infeds mani^ 
feftly appe&r, let them be rubbed hard with 
-i wanh liiicn doth, and moft of them wiH 
be extradled thereby. They may then be 
obferved by the help of a microfcope on the 
cloth 3 though by the fridtion, fome of them 
have been mangled. This method is com- 
monly fufficient to deftroy thefe infefts; 
yet fome have invented another, which 
they borrow from the manner of extra dt- 
lifig the hairs .or briftles of fwine, viz. fcy 
jttbbing the fkiri very hard with a double 
liiicn cloth, in whofe folds are included 
fotiie hot afhes. Some fhave of thefe hairj^ 
but the heads' of thefe animals Ml reriiam 
implanted in the glands, arid the operation 
is troublefpme to the infant 5 fo that /tiie 
Bfft method is preferable. Jf the infers .ffili 
tefift all your efforts, employ ' the fpecific 
f^tiiedy, vii^. ia "^decodlion of ftaves-acre, or 
IJiarp pointfe^, of common 'dock, or a litfle 
itfietcurial 6ifitm6rit 5 or, finally, the fkin emr 
ployed by Goldfniiths to bufnilh their gol^ 
and filver work, for they commonly add a 
&iall quantity of mercury to it. 

F 2 You 
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You are to obferve, that fome authors 
through a miftake, call thefe infedts Cridones ; 
■wherefore, in ftich writings, if you find any 
chapters of the Cridones, you are to under- 
(hnd them of the Crmenes. 



CHAP. VI. 



Of the Hydroa, er Sudamina. 



T^HE Greek writers call this diforder 
C^iLo;, which fignifies Sudor ; the 
Latins call It Sudamina, for the iame reaion. 
It confiils in a prodigious number of fmall 
or miliary pimples, whicJi fucceed confide- 
rable heat and fweating. They are very red, 
inflammatory, and pruriginous, till the heat 
begins to decline ; and at length they dif- 
appear without leaving any marks, only in 
ihofe who have a very tender, deUcate ikin, 
the cuticuU fcales oft" like meat. 

Causes. As tlie feat of the Hydroa is 
io the fudorific glands, it fprings very pro- 
bably fi-om the redundance or acrimony of 
that humour. The Utter irritates and in- 
flames 
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Jfiames the glands, the former diftends and 
obftnifls them. Their red colour and in- 
flamation is owing to the ftagnation of the 
blood. Their itching proceeds from the irri- 
tation or diftention of their nervous fibres. 
The tumours alfo preferve the conic figure 
of the gknds. As to the fymptoms they 
are few ; the fkin is hot, dry, farinaceous, 
and itching ; whence the patient is reftlefs, 
fubjetft to watching, and fometimes to a flight 
fever. The Diagnoftlcs are eafy j for by in- 
ipedion, and a little examination, the ex- 
igence of the diforder is learned. As to the 
PrognofUcs, the Hydroa is no way danger- 
ous. 
V Cure. Let the patient be lightly covered 
^Rnd his cloths frequently changed ; let him 
alfo be kept in a cool place, and lye in clean 
linen in the afternoon, or during the heat j 
thus the tumours will vanifti at lafl by the 
change of the feafon; but if they be too ob- 
ftinate, order a decoflion of marfli-mallows 
and milk. If they degenerate into a fort of 
impetigo, order Gakn's Cerat, which is 
lade of wax and the oil of fweet-almonds, 
to a proper confiftence. You may 
idd a litde vinegar, or fi-og-fpawn wato-, 
F 3 or 
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or boil thefe with wax, and anoint the tui 
mours therewith ; the patient muft abftain 
from ail lalt and fpiced meats, wine, &c. and 
let him take for his ordinary drink, pullet 
broth, or mineral waters j he may alfb 
drink of barley-water, or water mixed with 
lemon-juice, and ufe moderate exercife. 



CHAP. VII. 

Of Chilblains. 

np HIS evil rarely afFeds children till they 
are about the fourth year of their age. 
It is univerfally known : The Grecians call 
ysifjisoXov or yeif^eoXuy malum OT ulcus hybernum^ 
It is called in Latin Pernionesy quaji adfinem 
pernay or an ulcer about the heel. It com- 
monly happens in winter, . and is confider- 
ably fwelled, and fomewhat painfiil, red and 
hot in the cold; but extremely itching in 
the heat. Thefe tumours or ulcers remiain a 
long time before they fuppurate, and arc 
difficulty refolved, till by the rarefadtion of ' 
the blood, tljey vanifh at the approach of 
Q)ring, , They frequently become ulaerous, 

through 
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dirough the burfting of a traniparent v 
which appears in them ; foon after - they 
corrode and defixoy the cutis only, if they 
be not malignant, or in a fcrophulous pa- 
tient J in which cafes they extend themfclves 
very fer, nay deftroy all before them, till 
ftt length they render the very bones carious. 
The extremities of the body are the com- 
mon feat of tliis evU, as being niollly ex- 
pofed to cold, fuch particularly as the heels i 
nor are the fingers of the hands, or ex- 
tremity of the nofe, exempt from them. 
They are fomented the longer in the heele 
through their compreffion by the flioes. 
Thefe ulcers are very difficulty cured, and 
almoft never till the warm weather begins, 
if the patient does not conitantiy keep his 
ied. 

. Causes. Cbilblatm fpring from the I 
■£ir(5Hon of the lymphatic veifels in the a&* 
sfected parts, whereby a fpurious phlegmon, 
iiot a genuine inflamation, is produced at 
length J for thofe tumours have not fuffici- 
.cnt heat, pain, or rednefs to charatfterize 
them inflammations. The lymph thus flag- 
•natcs through its fpxflitude from any in- 
4enfe cold, particularly in infants, all ] 
F 4 humoui 
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humours of whom are naturally vifcid and 
oleaginous j whilfl perfons who have a more 
vigorous circulation, and confequently thin- 
cr humours, are not Co fubjed: to this evil, 
as we obferve in adults and lively children. 
On the contrary, phlegmatic, cold perfons 
of all ages are very much difpofed to them. 
From this it appears, that in all parts, where 
the motion of the lymph is flower and 
weaker, thefe tumours will be more fre- 
quent, as in the heels, &c. where tliey arc 
fomented the more, through the conflant 
neceifity of walking, the compreflion of the 
fhoes, and the parts being very much ex- 
pofed to the injuries of the weather. 

Symptoms. The fymptoms oi Chilblains 
hardly deferve any detail j but in fliort, the 
tumour is hot from the ftagnation of the 
blood in the capillary arteries, through the 
compreflion made by the lymphatic in- 
ferftion. The pain, £i?c. is augmented in 
the cold, through the conftridtion and dif- 
tradlion of the fibres. The itching which 
happens when near the fire, &'c. is owing 
to the agitation and diftenfion produced by 
the raretaition of the congealed lymph. 
As to the Diagnoftics, the diforder and its 
various 
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various degrees are palpable. The Prognof- 
tics are not dangerous upon any account, if 
a caries does not fupcrvene ; but this is an 
extraordinary cafe, and rarely happens, except 
when the patient is fcrophulous, in which 
cafe the caries (hould be rather derived from 
that virulent quality of die humours than 
from the perniones. 

Cure. The treatment of Cbilblaim is 
prophylatSic or curative ; the former is in- 
tended to prevent the evil in fuch as are ac- 
cuftomed to it ; the latter to remove the dif- 
order after it appears. 

A prophylactic cure of Cbiiblmns is very 
difficult, for they commonly return in the 
cold weather in fplght of all remedies, till 
lime and age fortify the parts which were 
Weakened by them. Nay, this natural pre- 
vention is alfo very flow : For the parts once 
aifeited, are the more dilpofed to this dii^ 
order the following winter, and they com- 
monly remain tumified ; yet, to aHifl: nature, 
the following precautions are to be obferved : 
I. Let the patient guard againfl: fuddcn 
cold J and if he thus expofes himfelf, let 
, him immediately afterwards avoid fudden 
heat, for by fuddcn cold the lymph is ior 
fplffjled, 




I 
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fpiflated, and by the enfumg heat, fo rari- 
'fied, that as the ftagnant lymph is expanded, 
its receptacles are the more diftended, weak- 
ened and infarfted. Wherefore the heat 
proper in this cafe (hould be a gradual one, 
excited by moderate exercife. 

2. Let the parts fubjefttothis evil, which 
are moft commonly tlie feet or hands, be 
bathed every night, or thrice a weak, with 
a decodtion of radifhes ; for the voktil af- 
tringent parts of this plant, fortiiy the weak- 
ened members. 

3. Hot afhes applied betwixt cloaths to 
the tumified parts, have fuccefsfiiUy reduced 
feveral of thefe tumours, by the aih-ingent 
falts they contain. 

4. Simple vulnerary liquors, or campho- 
rated brandy, animate the languid circulation, 
and corroborate the affefted part. The pa- 
tient's ftockings may be alfo moiftened with 
any of thefe liquors at night, during which 
time they maybe worn. Some recommend 
the ftraw-berry bufh, or its fruit, to be 
.ufed in this cafe ; but thefe are ufelefs. 

In order to the curative treatment, a de- 
coftion of radifhes may be Hkewife employ- 
ed, or tliat of marOi-mallow roots, in which 
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you dip a linen cloth, and apply it to the part 
affedted. The fame method may be ufed with 
warm red wine, vulnerary water, or cam* 
phorated aqua vitae ; or make a liniment of 
equal parts of wax, oil, and venice turpen- 
tine ; or, make it of bay-oil, honey, and 
turpentine, which is an excellent ointment 
for Chilblains* If the inflammation be more 
confiderable, put fbme oil of rofes into a 
large raddiih, bake it under the afhes, and 
apply this pulpous matter afterwards to the 
tumour. If the part be ulcerated, apply 
the preceding remedies to the circumference 
of the ulcer, and the plaifter of ointment 
of tutty, the plaifter of cerufs, the mucilage 
plaifter, or that of diapalma to the ulcer^ 
Let the patient walk little or none, wear 
no (hoes, and let him, as we have above- 
mentioned, induftrioufly avoid the cold. . 



CHAP. VIII. 

0/*fA^TuMiFiED Glands o/'Childrei^. 

/CHILDREN are fubjca: to tumours of 

the conglobate lymphatic glands of the 

groins j but cfpecially of the neck, Gfr. io 

that 
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that the ohftruded glands of the groin fre- 
quently hinder them from walking, or ren- 
der it very painful ; and the obftru<5tion of 
the axillary glands impedes ver)' much the 
motion of their arms. 

The common people, nay fome furgeons, 
are fo prejudiced, that they erroneoufly at- 
tribute thefe tumours to the infant's growth, 
of which they affirm thefe obil:ru<5i:ions to 
be ufual iigns. But if this was true, thefe 
glands would augment and decreafe accord- 
ing to the different ftages of growth ; the 
infants alfo would grow whilft they are fub- 
jeft to them, and they would have no other 
bad confcquences. On the contrary, fuch 
children frequently remain dwarfs all the days 
of their life, or their bulk and ftature is at leaft 
diminifhed, white they have fuch tumours j 
nay, the glands are fometimes obflrufted to 
fuch a degree, as to become phlegmonous* 
Wherefore, the moft genuine caule of this 
evil is the fpiflitude of the lymph, which 
fo obflrufls and diftends thefe glands, as to 
make them comprefs the capillory arteries, 
and by that means induce inflamatlon. 
The great cold, to which the feet are 
more particularly expofed, infpiffates the 
afcending lymph, and difpofes it to obftrudt 




^/•CHILDREN. 77 

the glands of the groin ; the fame thing may 
be faid of the lymph of the head, &c. 
when the lymphatic glands of the neck, or 
axillary glands, are obflrudted. That this 
fentiment is juft, appears manifeftly from 
the numerous obftrudlions of glaiids in die 
winter, efpecially if it be intenfely cold, as 
was the laft in 1740. Supperated CA//(^/fl;'«i 
likewife infpiflate the lymph, and render it 
more acrimonious by the mixture of die 
purulent matter which is abforbed. The 
purulent diforders of the head, for the fame 
reafons, give rife to the obftrudtions of the 
glands of the neck, &c. Too much exercife, 
particularly hard walking, through the con- 
tinual expreflion and rapidity of the circu- 
lation of the lymph, fo fills the glands, as 
to obftru(3: them, and for this reafon, we 
obferve, that children who over-walk them- 
felves, have the glands of the groin very 
much fwelled the day following. 

Nothing confiderable is to be remarki 
in the fymptoms, diagiioftics, and pi 
noftics of this diforder. 

Cure. Thefe gknds are eafily diifipated 

by fufficient reft and tranquility. If this 

proves unfuccefsful, let them be rubbed 

with 
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with oil of chamomile, and kept warm ; 
or let the patient receive on the affefted parts 
the fume of rofemary, aniber, or cotton per- 
fumed with the fame things. Let him 
drink plentifully of the infiifion of tea, or 
vulneray plants, in order to dilute his Ijrmph. 
If the evil be too obflinate and confiderable 
to yield to thefe methods, employ bleeding, 
the mucilage plaifler, or one prepared of 
the crambs of bread. But thefe remedies are 
not commonly necefTary. 



CHAP. IX. 

O/* /Z>^ Excoriations g/* Infants, 

np H E two preceding difdrders are inci-. 
dent to children from four to fourteen 
years of age ; but the prefent only whild 
they are in their fwadling cloths. Thefe ex* 
cbriations are moft frequently obferved abdtrf 
flie poflerior parts of the infent's ears; &c. 
an acrid thin humour firfl: flows from the 
excoriation. This gives room to Rhagadei 
in the fame place ; from thefe flows a cor- 
rolive purulent fanies. This part is th6 
more fubjcd: to this evil, becaufe it is ft*- 

nifhed 
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niihed with a great number of febaceous 
glands, which emit fo much humour, tha( 
It jforms a cruft thereon, flops perfpiration, 
and. renders the hutaours more corrofive^ 
The evil is promoted the more, becaufe the 
infant caiviot move his head, being ob- 
liged to JLecp it- in the fame attitude by the 
ieveral. bandages atnd other, things ufed in dref- 
fingrhim. • . = 

Cy A£. Slight excoriations of this kind 
hardly deferve to hsavc their cure attempted.^ 
on the contrary, they .fhoukl be encouraged 
to gire free iffiie to the infints acrid and 
iuperfluous humours. But if they be conr- 
fiderably inflamed, and the patient reftlefs, 
fifr. foment them with the waters of balm 
and marfh-maHows. If thele are inefiectuaL 
add powder of tutty, or lytharge ; or make 
an ointment of one or other of thefe Pow- 

« 4 m m m ' . ^ 

ders, with oil of fweet almqnds. . If the 
cavity of the ear be attacked with a burn- 
ing Jieat from , the quantity and^acrimony 
of , the. Cerumen^ jrub it oflF, and: wafh the 
Bart; with i the. above waters., ^ ?«t;.if- thi$i 
Itte segiedtcd,. and the part ^js es^oiiatepl; 
%j>agh tlwfe fiiults of the CerHmmi. e»pj,o^ 
fijme anodyne ;r?medic9» a&.pili.€f iiveeti 
/ ,';;.. , ,. almonds. 
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almonds, a few drops of which are to be 
iniliiled into the ear. The oil of eggs is 
ufefiil for the fame intention. Let the ears 
be thus kept clean, and the evil will be pre- 
vented, or removed, jf only fuperficial. But 
if it has degenerated into an ulcer, injeft, by 
the help of a proper fyringe, a decoftion of 
barley, mixed with the oil of rofes} or if 
you want a more deterfive liquor, let it 
conlift of a decoction of worm-wood, mix- 
ed with the commander's balfam. If you 
want to render Jt ftill more powerful, add 
to the above decot£lion feme drops of the 
tinfture of myrrh. 



C H A P. X. 

Of the 'vicious Conformation of the Froenum 
Lingua, cr Bridle of the Tongue. 



AFTER the cutaneous diforders of 
children, the next of their fuperficial 
indifpofuions, are thofe of the mouth ; which 
may be reduced to four. i. The imperfec- 
tion of the "BrcEnum Lingua, particularly 
its too great fliortnefs. 2. The Ranula or 
Batradiion, 



f iatraa 
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^atraSiion. 3. Aphtbce, or Thrupoes. 4. 
Dentition. We fhall here Ipeak of the 
firft. 

The tongue is naturally conneifted with 
the tiind of the mouth, by the help prin- 
cipally of the mufcles, caUed Geniohyoidci, 
which are inferted on die fore part, under 
the point of the tongue, where we meet a 
duplicature of the fkin which covers the 
mouth, forming the framtm Unguc?. This 
is fometimes fo advanced under the tongue, 
that the point of this organ cannot be fold-- 
ed or turned back to perform it's neceflary- 
fuinflions. Hence this is a diforder of vi- 
cious conformations. The midwives pra- 
dently anticipate the phyficians or furgeon's 
advice in this cafe; for immediately after 
tile child is born, whilft the ligament is 
ftill very foft and tender, they break it's 
foperfluous connedtion- with tlie tongue by 
the help of their nail ; which if it be not 
timely done, or if the bridle is too rigid 
and hard to yield to this method, the nurfe 
foon feels tlie inconveniency tliereof, by the 
infant's manner of fucking ; or it becomes 
manifefl at kfl when he hegir-^ to Ipeak, 
at which time as the bridle is harder, the 
^^^ Cr operation 
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operation or incifion (hould be pfifforme^ 
by the help of die knife, Wy whkii wiB 

do better, by the fcifliirs, putting tlie patknt 
in a proper and commodious lituation. If 
the operator's fingers be too thick, Ca as to 
intercept his fight, let him keep the infant's 
mouth open by the help of a forceps in- 
tended for this porpofe : but let hiui always 
avoided opening the veins and arteries called 
ranula, which are in this part ; nor /houtd 
the incifion be too profound, for fear of 
hurting the tendons which are near the fra^ 
sum. After the operation is performed, ilie 
patient's mouth Hiould be rcinfed with pure 
red wine by itfelf, or mixed wkh water } or 
tliis may be done with a decotfllon of barley 
and honey of roles, or with fimple honey. 
The cicatrice is foon after formed. But the 
furgcon is by all means to prevent the re- 
union of the parts, which were difunited 
by the operation. 
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rr* H E Ranula in Latin, pjtrpitjyow In 
.'l^ Greek, both which fignify the iamtf 
I dbing, is a diforder very r.ire in fome coiin- 
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tries, but more frequent in others. It is a 
lymphatic infarction of the ranular glands 
which are fituated at each fide of the fra- 
nuniy and receive moil of the lymph of the 
tongue. The tumour is a medium betwixt a 
phlegmon and cedema, or participates of both. 
It is difcovered by the touch ; for it fome- 
times appears under the lower-jaw ; tho' this 
is rare. It is generally manifeft to infjiedli- 

"on, and commonly fprings iromfuddencold, 
to which the infent is expofed, or from in- 
digeftions. It is alfo more frequent in fpring, 
than in any other feafon. 

Cure. To refolve thefe tiimified 
glands, the child fiiould be kept very warm, 
and his nurfe Ihould drink plentifully of a 
diluent diuretic ptifan of Dogs-grais, and o- 
ther fuch ingredients, in order to difcliarge 
the fuperfiuous humours by urine, whilft 
they are to be exhaled from the obflruded 
parts by the help of the following topics, 
which are to be employed in the following 
order, as the ftate of the patient Ihall require. 
I. Apply warm aihes, put betwixt two folds 
of linen, to the patient's chin, and as foon as 
one grows cold, let another be ready for the 

[•'ianie'piirporf. c. If the former is ineiFect- 
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ual, let foine parfly be fried with' oil of 0^ 
lives, .or fvveet alcrtonds, and applied in fornj- 
of a caiaphzffn to the fame part, 3. If morrf 
powerful remedies are wanting, employ the 
fumes of amber, or apply cotton impregna- 
ted with the fame to the patient's neck and 
chin ; or the fumes of aromatic plants, as of 
thyme, or rofemary may ferve : fome like- 
wife recommend fiiffumigations of bran. 4^ 
Drench fome cotton in warm oil of cbamO'^ 
mile^ or gdt fome lana fuccida^ which is the 
moft greafy wool of fheep, particularly, that 
which is found on the necks, of fuch as ard 
alive. This you warm and impregnate witK 
warm oil of fwect almonds, then apply it 
as the . preceding remedies. The two lalt^ 
particularly the lanafuccida is a powerful 
refolvent, becaufe of the fheeps tranfpirati* 
on. If the infmt be flrong cr old enough,, 
and thee/il ftill fubiifts, bleed him, and lei 
him take fome gentle purgative cly/fers. IF 
the tumour, inflcad of refolution, tends xm ' 
the contrary to fuppuration, in fpight of your 

» « . • ■ 

fendeavours, accelerate the latter by a Cata-^ 

. ' > I. ■ ■ 

flcrfir, made of the figgs of Mar fells. The' 
tumour will foon burfl by thefe rneans of *it 
felf, and that commonly into the patferit^S 

mouth. 
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mouth, where it finds lefs rejiftance, anti^ 
the fucceeding cicatrice will be very little j, 
but if it be open'd with the knife, let the; 
orifice be ever fo little, a large iipd trouble-.. 

j fome cicatrice will enfue. Whether it bc; 

I open'd by art or nature, the abicefs fhould. 
be exprelTed, deterged and confolidated, and. 
ti'eated like all other ulcers, .," 
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'rHRUSHE S frequently begin by fmall 
whitiih veficles, called Dipnoides, which 
Bgrminate, in feveral fmall and round ulcers! 
But the moft genuine Aphthae are a fort of 
fhlySicenia, which, when broken, yield an 
^rid Sanies. They are commonly feateii 
On the hps, gums or tongue, efpecially, it's 
(op and fides, and they frequently arrive at 
the fauces. By confidering the' llru&ire of 
the flcin of thefe parts, and the mucous^ 
cr, which are tlie fame, ^t Sebac^-ous glands^ 
wlierewilh thefe parts are fiirnifhed ; it is c- 
vidcnt, that thefe glands are the feat of this 
diibiiicr, as well as of the fcurvy ; for theft 
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glands naturally fecern a vifcid humonr, 
which puts on various colours and con- 
fiftences, according to the degree of heat 
and aduftion of the tongue, which are more 
manifeft on its top and fides, through the 
greater number of thofc glands in thofe 
parts ; whence Aphtha: are fo common there- 
in in raofl: intermittent fevers. The difordcf 
once begun, fpreads infenfibly from one ve- 
ficle inclos'd on all fides, to another, and fo 
forth. The humour of thefe glands in it's 
natural ftate is very mild, ballaraic, and in- 
tended to wet and lubricate the mouth, and 
it's contents. The caufcs of Thrujhes may 
be reduced, i. To the redundance of tlais 
humour. 2. To it's acrimony. 3. To the 
concurrence of both tliefe caufes. 

1. The redundant humour fwells the 
glands beyond their proper tone ; ftagnates ih 
their cavities, comprclTes the adjacent blood 
veflels, and induces a (light inflammation j 
whence thebafisof each tumour is furround- 
ed with a red circle. 

2. The acrimony of the humour, inde- 
pendent of it's redundance, is Capable bye- 
roiion to induce infi.immation and fpread the 
e^'il. The center of each tumour, is com-* 

monljr 
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H nioidy ^^preiT^ and funk lower thaa ^^ 
' refi of iL 

3. The explication of the two preceding:, 
cauies makes the third, which is a combi-rf 
0«ion of tiie two, fufticiently nianifeft: 
obferving that this caufe will be more intenfe 
than any of the ibrmer. Thus Bj: of the 
conjund: ciaifeSj and the cauies which give,, 
rife to thefe, are alfo evident. Wc fliaU on- 
ly enumerate the ufual caufes of the aa'iiiio- 
ny of the mucous humour, which is tliq 
?nofl: frequcut occalion of this diforder. Tlus 
I IiuniDur then, Uke &U the others of the bp- 
K d^, derives it's acrimony from th^ blood, 
B which is tlius infedled from the nurfes milk, 
which becomes acrid by violent paffion^ of 
the nund ; exceflive exerclfe ; drinking too 
H piuch wine, or other fpirituo^s liquors ; fre- 
H ^uentmenftruation; or the infant's iniiigefti-: 
H oji : or, if die nurfe's milk is fo little, as to 
■ oblige the infant to fuck too hard and with 
f yicJenf eiforts, ail the parts of his mouth are 
put into fuch an heat, tiiat its humours be- 
come acrid, and give rife to TJ^^^^/ifj, whicH 
fcay al& fpriog from a venersal virulence 
fucked in fioni the mother. 

\hoiii Q4 Symptoms. 
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-i-'fi VM PTO MG. The child's moath 15" 
inflamed, and confquently hot, red and pain-' 
iul, through the acrimony and irritation of 
the morbid humours. Hence he fufFers con-' 
iiderably in fucking; he is reftlefs, fleeps 
very little, and at laft a fever is excited. 

Diagnostics. The exiflence of the 
diibrder is evident to the touch and infpec-- 
tion, the nurfe alone may evince it, for her 
nipple is commonly affeded with the iamt 
evil. 

The difierent caufes are more difficult to 
be accounted for, but we may impute the 
diforder in general to the nurfe ; for let uS 
fuppofe, tliat the infant Is naturally thus dii^ 
pofed, yet if the nurfe's milk be good, It 
ought to correct this vicious difpofition of 
the infant. If the evil does not rife from this 
caufe, it raufl neceffarJIy proceed from th^ 
nurfe j fo that flie is bhimeable in both cafes.' 
As to the diftindtion of the ordinary and ve- 
nereal 'Tifri.Jhes, the former are mild, be- 
nign, few in number, and make flow pro^ 
grefs : but the venereal jiphfhee are very hu- 
nietous, conKgious, and fpread predigious* 
ly, in a fliort time. ' ■ ; * 

; - ' --' - ■ Prog- 




^^^ ^CHILD REN. 

I ^^nf^R oGNosTics. ^irujhei of inftnts are 
never dangerous, or very rarely threaten bad 
confequences, if they are benign ; in which, 
cafe they ai'e eafily removed by changing 

I the nurfe. 

Cure. If the infant's mouth be very 
hot and painful, he niay be blooded -, and 
if he be old or ftrong enough, let him be 
purged with compound fyrup of fuccory, 
adding a little of the powder of rhubarhj ac- 
cording to his age and ftrength. 

After purgation, let him take the common 
remedy, or the ahforbent powder of crabbs 
eyes, prepared hartshorn, diaphoretic mi* 
neral, the peruvian baik and the anthelnilnt 
thic powder ; or, what 1 have frequently pre- 
fcribed with great fuccefs in this cafe, the 
puh. temperans of Doftor Stahl. Thefc 
may be exhibited in the child's ordiriary 
drink, or meat, and thefe are the intern^ 
remedies ufed. Now we come to thofe of 
the topical kind, wliich are to be employed 
in the following manner, beginning with the 
jnildeft fort. 

I. If the evil be mild, bathe it with a 

decodjon of barley mixed with hojiey of 

jjTpfes, or with a decoilion of the leaves of 

plantain. 




I 
I 
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pt»itahi, hoafeieek, and thofe of the lefler 
wiid (laiiy, with honey of refes ; in diis you 
dip a lineo doth and foment the tumours 
therewitli. 

2. If the tumours or ulcers be mwe ob- 
ftinate, make a decoftion of birthwort and 
gentian j the decodion (Tiould be more ot 
]c{k Ibong, according to the intenfity of the 
cvft 

^5'.*If ftrifeareftiU tnfiifficicnt, order de- 
aiftions of barley, with honey of rofes and 
lime-water ; or fyrup of mulberries, in com- 
moft or vulnerary water ; or diflbive fome of 
Lanfranc's CoUj-vium in ral wliie ; or, fi- 
nally, pour a few drops of the fpirit of vitri- 
ol, in a fufficient quantity of honey. With 
one or other of thefe, according to the ftate 
of the patient, the ulcers-are tobe touchedj 
and tiiey commonly yield. . Ouipcufants fre- 
qaendy and fucccfsfully employ olive-oil for 
rfiis purpofe, which proves Lx^Fieficial, Bei 
caafe it isdeterfive; but it'lhould be ufed 
warm. For the lame interttion may be u(e- 
fully employed, oil of turnips,- or rape oif. 
The Tirw/Ticj generally yield to thefe remfcdi- 
fil^, the nurfs Ihouid 
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be changed, and another employed, wholib; 
breaft-miUt is recent, diluent and cooling,^'!./ 



I 
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CHAP. XIII. 

O/'Dentition, and its C^nfequenc«lk, 

AMONG all the diforders of children, 
this is the moll peculiar to them. Tho* 
they are commonly born without teeth j 
yet fome have them when they firft come in- 
to the world ; but this does not hold unjt 
verially, fince in all my practice, I hayeibaii 
but two examples of it. , . 

In&nts begin to have teetli about the ie- 
venth, eight or ninth month, and tbey rare- 
ly are widiout this fympton, till the twelfth. 
The denies inci/wt, particularly, of the infe- 
rior jaw, iirft appear, commonly two in nura;- 
ber, foon after two more in the upper jaw, 
and fo forth fucceflively. Yet I have forac* 
times obferved four in the lower, before any 
appeat'd in the upper jaw. The dcntes in- 
tiji'iii, thus prefjnt themfelves by pairs, ot 
one by one. In two months afterwards, the 
^ntes canini grow in the fame order. About 
the 
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the .fetpenthi feventeenth or , cigliteentiij 
month, four of tke tienti^ molares, forcetliemn' 
felves out In both jaws, on each fide; two in 
the upper, and two in the lower jaw ; in fbuf 
months after thefe deTitcs moiares appear, 
more of them advance, in fome fooner, in 
ptliers later.. Ahout tlie foarth". year, oth'eii 
appear, till about the fcvcnth year, all, ex- 
cept tjie foar hindmoft of the denfes mola^ 
rrSj become conspicuous ; but thefe hardly 
appear before the twent)'-firft or twentyrJe-J 
cbmt year, whence they are fttled the teetii 
ofwifdom.- At the fevcnth, eight, and fomc^ 
times the ninth year, fome of the Jenfes ?V 
fjfivii or more frequently of :the cunim^ ' oi 
ibremcfi molares fall. '" '- 

- After this general account of the teethe 
we /hallnow confider their difbrders." When 
the teeth itherefore begii^ to break oat, 'as 
■many tumours, or excrcfc^nces, appei^r- iii 
Jjoth jaws, as there are teeth raidy to inaki 
■their eruption,, fo that the javvs^ in th^s fau^ 
^age of the good women, are dottblel 
-Thefe- tumours daily increafing, brJng^on 
wi eryfipelatous inflammaeiori, attended with 
:great itching pain and heat. A-t length th^ 
middk 
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inMdle of each tumoui: grows* wKitiTli, a 
tranf^rerit voficl6 is fofmedon it, and the 
extremity of the advancing tooth ^ppcatsi 
At this' time, the tumid jaw finks, buti you 
are to pbferve, that the greater and -larget* 
the tooth is, the more violent the ' pain WilV 
be. • Hence the denies molar es caufe iri6re 
'^ain than the dentes caniniy and thefc.'thiui 
thfe dentes incijhi. This appearance oif the 
teeth is fi-equently brought about by nature 
with but a few troublefome fymptomS, ' nay' 
tometimes without any at all ; though at q- 
ther- times the diforderis accompanieci with 
thbfe of the moft violent kind, 
• 'To judge the better of the nature of this 
difbrder, the ffaiifture of the teeth, and of 
the cavities in which they are lodg'd,* is to 
be confider'd. In each jaw-bone there are 
as many cavities, called ahcoli^ as there are 
teeth ', the cavity intended for each bbing 
Proportioned exacftly to its dimenfidnsi In 
tender infants there are germinal or buds; 
tefembling almonds by their confiftence and ; 
colour, Ibmetimes tliree or four in each 
locket, the one over the other, efpecially^ 
in the cavities of the dentes canini andV/i- 
civijiy 'which provident nature has intended 
' ■ - for 
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Symptoms. Pain, heat and rednefs < 
the gums, owing to their conftri(5tion and in- 
flammation, firrt: appear. The gums alfo are 
large and thick about their bafis, but (harp 
and edged at the points of contadl, and this 
form is more manifeft when the teeth be- 
gin to appear. If the gums be preffed with 
the finger, they whiten in the comprefled 
part, and, by removing the finger, they im- 
mediately grow red, through the fudden re- 
flux of the blood. The patient continual- 
ly fpits more or lefs abundantly, according 
to the intenfity of the pain, whereby the 
Jalivary glands are thrown into fy?npathetic 
contraBiom, as it happens from keeping a 
pepper-corn in the mouth. A diarrhrta fre- 
quently iiipcrvenes from the continual pain, 
watchings and other fymptoms of the difor- 
der, particularly, from the indigeftions and 
the vicious preparation of the breaft-mi!k in 
tlie patient's ftomach : to which add, the 
deglutition of an acrid hot faliva. Con\'ul- 
fioris happen from the pain and divifion of 
the nervous fenfible parts by the teeth. A 
fever from all the preceding accidents is 
kindled, particularly, from a crude ill cor- 
ruppted chj'le. In confequence of tlie ftvcr- 
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K droufinefs fometimes happens, erpecially,,_ 

kifthe fever be confiderablc. From the irnta-(»| 

jtfon of the mouth, arife fevcrol fmall vefi-il 

:s, which degenerate into fmall ulcers, I 

uflies, and fometimes into a gangrene. Jj 

The patient is fometimes conflipated, whlcli. J 

is commonly the fore-runner of great danger, ,j 

Diagnostics. Dentition is very ea^- J 

fily difcovered by the infant's age, infpedU- 5 

of liis mouth, and relation oi' the nurfe, J 

'ho will inform you whether a part, or all jj 

if the jaw is fwellcd, and whetlier the j 

whitilh points or extremities of tlie teeth M 

begin to appear. ' J 

Prognostics, Some children fufFer 1 

no pain by dentition, others very much, and J 

ibme die of itj wherefore in order to make 1 

jufl prognoftic, the number of the grow- J 

teeth, the flate of the jaws, the patient's J 

;e ' and conilitution lliould be coniider- j 

J for many teeth appearing at once in 1 

.grown child of a hot conftitution, and J 

the fummer time, threaten more dan- jk 

;er, than the contrary difpofitions. A fpit- J 

ting is a falutory fign, becaufe it refredies the ^ J 

inflamed mouth, and relaxes the gums. The - 

^'arrekra is alfo favourable j becaufe ithelp8 

L, -^ H to- 
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to prevent a fever, which if acute and ar- 
dent, the danger is great, as we commonly 
obferve in a confiderable conftipation. Con- 
vulfions, epilepfy, and drowfinefs, are ftill 
worfe, if the teeth do not appear foon after. 
Cure. The medicines for this purpofe 
are twofold, internal and external, as the lat- 
ter are more numerous and effential, let us 
begin with them. When dentition is mild, 
accompanied only with a few fymptoms, 
which demand neverthelefs the phyfician's 
attention, it will be fufficient to relax the 
gums with fome oleous remedies, as oil 
of fweet almonds, or oil of eggs ; frefli 
lard, the brains of fome animals, particu- 
larly of a hare. The gums now and then 
rtiould be prefled againfl: the advancing teeth 
in the points where they begin to manifeft 
themfelves ; this is done not only without 
any pain to the infent, but on the contrary, 
with great pieafure to him, which proceeds 
fi'om 4 gentle titillation excited by this means. 
Moreover, fome fmooth or poUlhed fubftance 
ihouid be given the infant to play with ; as a 
ftlckof waxorcoral, which he won't fail to * 
put into his mouth, particularly, to the affedted 
part, whereby the above-mentioned compref- ' 

*tf ■_ : fioii'. 
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^n is gratefully performed. This method is 
iiifficient, when the fymptoms are mode- 
rate ; but if they be more intenfe, recourfe 
muft be had to more efficacious remedies. 
In fuch cafes, the veiicles that appear in the- 
gums fhould be opened ; and if a mortiSca- 
tion is threatned, the fmall ulcers fhould be 
fomented with fome drops of the fpirit of 
vitriol, intimately blended with honey, or a 
fmall quantity oi larifranc' s collyrium mixed 
with the fpirit of wine. But if the gangrene 
has begun, let the part be fcarified and then " 
bathed, with the remedies mentioned in the 
article of the Tbrujhes. 

If convulfions, acute fever, &c. fuper- 
and the tooth is not quite bro- 
ken out by the means hitherto mentioned ; 4 
let an incifion be made of all the obllacles, 
in the white point over the tooth : but as 
this operation has no room, except when the 
tooth is far advanced, and almofl vifible, it 
is of litde ufe. Nurfes commonly perform it 
with their nail j but this is a bad cuflom, and 
if the operation be necefliu"y, tlie knife will 
do better. We now come to tlie 
„ Internal Remedies. If the in- 
Bnt be of a fufficicnt age to bear blood- 
brr H a io§. 
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ing, as nine, ten, or twelve months old, let 
a fufficient quantity of blood be drawn fix)m 
him, for this pradtice is requifite in all in-.* 
flammorty cafes, fuch as the prefent is ; he 
ihould be alfo kept foluble in body, and as 
his fapces are commonly bilious, injed: fome 
emolient clyfter, as a decoction of linfced 
with the yolk of an egg, or oil of fweet 
almonds, liippofitories are not fo ufefiilj 
yet if the circumftances demand them, they 
may be ufed. Thus the fever will be dimi- 
nifhed, and ftill more by purging the pati- 
:ent, when his age will bear it, as about nine, 
twelve, or fifteen months ; let it be done with 
compound lyrup of fuccory, or peaches, 
adding, according to the child's age, the tinc- 
ture or powder of rhubarb, or an infiifion 
of fenna. To tlie phyfic you may alfo add 
an emetic, as ftibiated folubile tartar, or a 
dram of emetic wine. The dofe of the 
former cannot be fo well determined j be- 
caufe of the different procefles, whereby it 
is made ; for of fome emetic tartar, eight, 
nay, ten grains, are the dofe, whilft four 
make a great dofe of another ; fo the phy- 
fician fliould always inform himfelf of the 
apothecary of the common dofe of his tar- 
tar 
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tar emetic : but the manner of preparing the 
emetic wine, being much the fame in all 
places, it*s dofe is more fixed. The eme- 
tic has place, in particular, in convulfions, 
lethargy, &c, which attend, dentition, and 
it may be fafely given to children, nay, to 
the moft delicate : for the great quantity of 

'"thick and vifcid humours lodging in their 
ftomachs, greatly obtunds the adlivity of 
this remedy, and renders its aftion very gen- 
tle : after the ufe of thefe remedies, abfor- 
Itent powders, may be called in to our affift- 
ance ; fuch as prepared red coral, powder of 

. crabs-eyes, and the powder againft the epi- 
lepfy 5 for thefe are ufeful, particularly, in 
the convulfions of children ; at the fame time 
the patient and nurfe may ufe cooling broths, 
of which they are to drink plentifully. Let 
the nurfe's milk be thin, cooling and recent ; 
which qualities, if the milk of the prefent 
Burfe has not, let her be changed. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

■ • •• 

Of the Watchings ^Children. 

VITATCHINGS, as well as the three 
following difeafes, make up the third , 
clafs of the diforders of children, ' mention- 
ed in the beginning of this treatife. 

Though Watching^ and want of reft, is. 
very prejudicial to pcrfbns qf all ages ; yet 
it is ftillmorefo toxhildren, than toothers, 
both becaufe of the tendernefs and fenfibi- 
lityof their brain, which fufFers the more by 
this indifpofition ; and becaufe it is very un- 
natural to children to watch too long : for 
we may fay, that they fleep all the time du- 
ring their infancy, the common computation 
in general, being eighteen hours of fleep in 
every tv/enty-four hours, efpecially, foon af- 
ter their birth 3 confequently, Watching and 
its fymptoms are to be very much apprehend- 
ed in children : as fome children may have 
a continual and uninterrupted Watchingy 
whilft others fleep now-and-then ^ we may 

therefore make two fpecies of Watchi?jgSi 
the one perfedt, the otlier imperfed:,- 

In 
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In order to explain the nature of Watch- 
ings, it would be requifite to give an idea 
ftf fleep. But as the phyJiology of the lail 
is too long, and would lead us too far from 
our prefent purpofe, I fliall decline it, ob- 
ferving only in general, that during fleep^ 
the mind does not exercife it's functions; 
'and that the animal fpirits intended forthefe 
adtions refl: likcwife. In Watching on the con- 
trary, all thefe functions are put Into atSion ; 
the animal Ipirits are abundantly fccerncd, 
^d violently agitated. As to the caufes of 
this abundant fecretion, as I don't well know 
them, I ftiall (ay nothing of tliem with re- 
Ipeft to in&nts : for in adults, I may have 
more room to ^eak of the matter. As to 
the agitation of the fpirits, it may have ma- 
ny cauies; as the painful impreffions made 
on feveral parts of the body ; for inftante, 
fcholic pains, or thofe of the ftomach 
from acrid breaft-milk, through the vi- 
cious regimen of thfc nurfe, who puts 
herfelf into violent heat, drinks too much 
fpirituous liquors, or commits other er- 
rors. The bad ftate of tlie inant's' fto- 
mach, his indigeftions, and other caufes 
H 4 creating 
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creating wind, will produce painfol dil^ 
tenfions, &c. of the ftomach. The fame 
thing may be underftood of wind pent up, 
or of acrid humours, worms, &c. in the 
guts. Excoriations, inflammations, Gfr., of 
the flcin will produce the fame efFedt ; as 
will alfo lice, itch of the head, crinones, 
tliruflies in the mouth, ftone in the bladder ; 
in a word, all things which creiate pain, and 
r:nder the infant reftlefs, 
. Symptoms. From this defcription of 
the diforder, evidently appear it's fymptoms. 
Watching produces the emaciation of the 
patient ; for ftatical experiments made on 
tranfpiration, prove that this excretion is 
much more plentiful the longer we watch ^ 
to this efFedt the pain alfo contributes, and , 
tlie infant confequently pines away. Thefe 
fymptoms induce a fever proportional to their 
intenlity : a diarrhaea frequendy fupervenes 
through indigeftions and acrid crudities. . 
Convuiiions alfo arife, which are rather fymp- 
toms of the caufes, than of the diforder. 

Diagnostics, The JVatching of 
children is manifcft of it idiy and may. be 
farther known from its fymptoms : infents are 
iihvays difpofed to fleep, . if fome painfixl im- 

preffioni^ 
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preflions made on their body do not hinder 
them, and confequently, as often as they do 
not fleepJ as they fhould, they are affliiSed 
with Watchings. 

Prognostics/ Watching is not only 
very troublefome,but alfo a dangerousdiforder 
in cljildren 3 yet it is more or lefs fo, accoixling 
to it's intenlity , for uninterrupted obftinatc 
fFatcbingy 4 is more intoUerable, than an in- 
termittent tranfitory one : an inveterate one 
threatens more than a recent one, for the lat- 
ter is eafily removed. The nature and in- 
tenlity of the caufes alfo produce fome vaii- 
ety ; for flight fuperficial ones, as an exco- 
riation, &c. of the body foon go off, 
whilft Watchings produced by a fever, cho- 
licks, &c. are difficultly removed. 

Cure. The firft bufinefs of the physici- 
an (hould be to difcover the caufe, vrhich 
produces or foments the evil, and v^hich be- 
fore the diforder is attacked, fhould be re- 
moved. In order to treat the diforder, the 
patient fhould have his body always kept fo- 
luble, for the principal fymptoms, as the fe- 
ver, Gfr. are thereby checked. For this pur- 
pofe may be employed emollient clyfters of 
the dccodlions of plants of that clafs, into 

which 
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which fliould be put oil of fweet almonds. 
The glyfter pipes fhould be fmall, in pro- 
portion to the infant's age and bulk. If he 
be very young or final], inftead of the 
clyfters may be employed, a fuppofitory 
made of the bark with wax and oil. If 
the Watchiiigs are not thus checked, let 
him be purged ; the younger fort are 
purged with compound fyrup of fuccory, 
or fyrup of peaches. If they be older, tinc- 
ture of rhubarb, or an intuiioa of fcnna 
may be added. If worms produce the dif- 
order, bolufes of mercurius dulcis fhould be 
exhibited. If the evil fprlngs fi-om the fto- 
mach, or fiill paflages througli indigeftions 
and their fubfequent crudities, whofe qua- 
lities you may difcover by the colour of 
the feces; which if green, the crudities are 
acid, and fo of the other colours : abfor- 
bents fliould be prefcribed, as prepared red 
coral, crabs eyes, and diaphoretic antimo- 
ny, of whicli you may form bolufes or elec- 
tuaries, without the theriaca, or cbnfeftion 
of hyacinth. If the patient has convulfions, 
let liim take the tindure of rhubarb, oil of 
fweet almonds, the white lohock, and pow- 
der of vipers. The nurfe's diet ihould be 
flender 
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flender and ccx)ling ; fhe is to abllain from 
winCj and any other thing that may heat 
her too much, wherefore ftie is not to lye 
with the infant, left by his reftlefsnefs, fhe 
through compaflion, tendernefs, (!^c. may 
be alfo obliged to watch, and have her health 
impaired j to avoid this inconvenience, there 
fliould be two nurfes to adt by turns. If 
the evil be very obflinate, naricoticks fhould 
be prefcribed, though fome dread them, al- 
ledging that they intoxicate and ftupiiy thefe 
young patients ; which 1 own is true, as 
well with regard to thefe, as to adults, if the 
narcoticks be continued too long, or given 
in too great a dofe ; but in moderate dofes, 
they are extremely ufefiil in this cafe. The 
one principally calculated for this intent, is 
the theriaca, efpecially if it be recent : this 
contains one grain of opium in every dramj 
wherefore twenty grains of it may be exhi- 
bited without danger, to an infant of two 
years old, or ieven gniins only to one of two, 
or three months, and fo of the other ages. 
This remedy is not only ufeful as a narcotic, 
but alfo as a ftomachic : if a fimple narotic is 
more convenient, fyrup of white poppies 
may be exhibited, from half a dram, to a 
dram 
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dram and ah half, or two drams in purflain 
water, to be taken at two different times. 
The powder againft the epilepfy, or the an- 
thelminthic powder, may be ordered at the 
fame time. If the child be a little more 
grown, he may take two, three, or nine 
orops of the anodyne tindlure. Let the in- 
fant be treated thus, andifthefe meafures 
do not entirely cure the diforder, they will at 
leaft enable the patient to fuftain it the more 
cafily, till it is removed by time. 
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CHAP. XV. 



Of the Frights o/' Children in their 

Sleep. 

TP HIS diforder is called by Latin wri- 
ters Favor in fomno : fuch children as 
are troubled with it, fuddenly raife them- 
ielves, or ftart in their beds whilft they 
fleep, fometimes with a loud cry ; fome- 
times with fudden terror or fear, with it's 
confequenoes, as palenefs, trembling and cold 
fweats. Now let us endeavour to inveftigatethe 
caufe of this diforder : if the children then 
ibddenly ftart in bed, without any fymp- 

toms 
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toms of fear ; it may proceed from a fud- 
den painful impreflion made on fome part 
of their body. If on the contrary, they 
fuddenly cry out, tremble, and are capable 
of reflediion, we may attribute the caufe of 
the evil to their imagination, which is ftruck 
with fome frightfiil dream. But in&its who 
through their great youth are incapable of 
reflection, are rarely fubjedt to this kind of 
terror, which depends on the imagination. 
The caufes of the former, or the painfiil im- 
preflions are, fudden pain which iprings from 
all the caufes mentioned in the preceding 
chapter ; indigeftions, worms for want of nou- 
rifhment, lice, crinones, thrufties, ftone in the 
bladder, and an infinity of other fuch like 
caufes, which mufl afl: fuddenly to have 
this effed:. But the moft common and real 
caufes are convulfidns and cramps, to which 
infants are very fubjeft 5 though adults are 
not exempted from them. The caufes of 
the fecond clafs, or ' a flartled imagination, 
are frightfiil tales, related to the infant by 
day, to check and corred him, as the 
good women do, by repeating frightful flo- 
ries. 

Symptoms 
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SvMPTOMS. If the pavor in fomno be 
violent and obftihate, it may degenerate in- 
to watchings, fever, and what is much worfe, 
into epilepfy and convulfions. 

Diagnostics. The diforder is dif- 
covered by the nurfe's relation ; and provi- 
ded the phyiician fufficiently attends to it, he 
may alio learn its fpecies. 

Prognostics. Thefe I have given 
in the fymptoms, by obferving that this pa- 
ver may degenerate into watcliing, fever, 
epilepfy, ^c. all which are very bad confe- 
quences: yet the diforder is more or lefs 
dangerous, according to the degree and in- 
tenfity of its caufes and fymptoms. 

Cure. The treatment of this diforder, 
particularly of the firft fpecies, may be 
found in the chapter of watching. But when 
it proceeds from cramps and convulfions, 
the remedies to be hereafter mentioned in 
the cure of the epilepfy, are to be employ- 
£^. As to die fecond fpecies, or frightened 
imagination, the only cure of it is, to avoid 
thofej terriiymg abfurd relations, to footh 
and amufe the infants, with gende and more 
plealing tales ; for it is a very bad and dan- 
gerous cuflom to treat children with fuch 
abfurdlties. 
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abfurdities, becaufe they may throw an in- 
fant's brain into fuch a habit, that the evil 
may at length degenerate into an epilepfy. 
If any other remedies are requifite through 
the obftinacy of the diforder, they are prin- 
cipally narcotics, which not only relax and 
unbrace the fibres of the braJn ; but produce 
gratciiil and plealant dreams, Inftead of the 
frightfiil ones above-mentioned. * , 
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Of the Hydrocephalus c/' Chil- 
dren. 



A N Hydrocephalus in general fignifies a 
coUeiftion of water in the head, of 
which there are four forts, according to fe- 
veral obfervations. Of thefe, two are con- 
tained in the cavity of the cranium, and two 
on the outfide. The firil diforder of tho 
latter of thefe, Is immediately under the 
/kin ; the other is betwixt the pericranium 
and bones of the head, the pericranium be- 
ing feparated and lifted up. This fpecies is 
fo 
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io rare, .that I never obferved it. Of the inr- 
ternal dropfies of the hfead, the firft is ' feat- 
ed betwixt the cranium and dura mater. The 
jfecond is, betwixt the dura and pia mater, 
or in the circumvolutions of the brain, or 
in its ventricles, which laft is the moft fre- 
quent of all. 

Causes. Though all dropfies in gene- 
ral, fpring from the extravafation of a fe- 
rons or lymphatic humour j yet they have 
various caufes according to their different 
feats. This is in particular, with regard to 
the dropfy of the ventricles of the brain. 

L The caufes of the cutaneous dropfy of 
the head, are chiefly owing to the fchirrous, 
or obflrudted flate of thei glands of the neck, 
and about the bafis.of the head, which in 
their natural flate receive the lymph of the 
head, but in this diforder it flagnates in the 
teguments, &c. and tranfudes, or is extravafa- 
ted. This dropfy may proceed ; fecondly^ 
from the too great compreflion of the head, 
by the infant's caps, bands, Gfr. thirdly'^ 
the evil may arife from punftion, which 
may happen here through the number of 
pins employed s fo that if they prick pro- 
foundly an abfcefs may be formed, aHd af^ 

terwards 
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' -terwards a large colkftion of pumlent fe- 
W rous matter. Lajilyy the nioft frequent caufe'^j 
^is a contuilon or flroke on the head, 
r^hich infants are fubjed by fells and playJ^ 
\ ing. 

II. The caufes of the fecond external Tpc-*! 
ties of dropfy, or of tliat betwixt the cra*^fl 
-jiium and pericranium, are a pocky exofto- \ 
fis of the external lamina of the craniunij'l 
whereby the pericranium is feparated from''! 
the bones, and the veflels comprefled ; ca-^'l 
■ries from the pox, king's-evil, ©'c. whero*"! 
by the fame effetfts are produced. But thi 
more common caufes are ftrokes and con-J J 
tufions of the head ; whereby the pliable 
bones arc fuddenly deprefled, and reftored 
again by their elafticity, by which aftion 
the pericranium is detached from the bones^W 
Juft like two pieces of parchment, joined h^A, 
fome intermediate fubftance to each otherj" 
which are eafily feparated by this method. I 
In the feparated parts the femm is depofited. 

The two internal dropfies of the-hcad/l 
the one betwixt the dura mater and crani- 
um, the other betwixt the dura and the pia 
mater, fpring from the obftmftion of the 
I ihiall glands, placed at each fide of the 
I Jinm 



1 
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fmui longitudinalis^ through fome fcrop!" 
lous or pocky diforder, tSc Both thefe 
may alfo proceed from the fudden and re- 
peated contraftions of the dura mater, as 
is obferved in the epilepfy of clilldren. 

Finally the Hydrocephalus of the ventri- 
cles of the brain, is owing to the obftru(5t!- 
on of the fmall glands in the plexus or /tf- 
qucus choroidmiSi for thefe organs are inter- 
fpepfed with a great number of blood- vef- 
fels, which form that net-work. This ac- 
cident arifes more frequently from the ob- 
ftrudion of the glandula pitnitaria. To 
underftand this the better, you are to ob- 
ferve that the fniall glands, in the plexus 
choroidaus, or thefe of the plexus -oermt- 
JormJs, &c. in the anterior ventricles of the 
brain, feparate a ferous humour, intended 
to lubricate and moiften thofe ventricles, 
from which it afrerwurds paiTes into the third 
ventricle and into the cerebellum. If the 
fecretions of this humour be intercepted, it 
will foon be accumulated in its veflels, tran. 
fudc or be extravafated and give rife to the 
prefcnt evil. The fame thing may be faid 
of the gliwdula pituitaria, which the anci- 
ents fallly imagined to have a communica- 
tion 
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Ltion with the nofe, and to difcharge its i*e- 
I *um into it, becaufe they obfervcd a fmall 
J hole to run from the feat of this gland, or 
I Ihe ephippium, into the nofe. But thro' 
[ this hole palfcs nothing but a blood velTel, 
1 .which ilops it exaftly. This glund on the 
contrary is detained to abforb tiie ftagnant 
and fuperfluous humours of the anterior ven- 
tricles of the brain, and to convey them by 
fonic lateral excretory du(5ts into tlie finufes 
of tlie jugular veins, fituated at the bafis of 
the head, and this in order to dilute the vi[- 
cid blood which returns from the brain, 
where it was diverted of its moH fpirituous, 
volatile and exalted particles ; for being thus 
diluted, it will afterwards be tlie more eaii- 
ly tranfmitted through the heart, to the otiier 
parts of the body. Now the glandula pi- 
tmtaria being obftruded, the humours which 
■ it Ihould abforb through its pores for want 
l^f fecrelory veJlcls, ftagnate in tlie ventricles 
llBf the brain, and produce tiiis fpecies of 
1 fiydrocephalui. 

Symptoms. The cxxtxn^Qw.'^lI^drocephalui 
I fig attended with no violent fymptoms, nor is 
I ^ny pain excited in it by a confiderable com- 
i-lffedion. It is uneven thi'ough the dJiFerent in- 
I 2 Krftices, 
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terftices, which it takes up, and very foft, 
the parts being relaxed by the ftagnant fe- 

rum. 

The fpecies betwixt the pericranium and 
crajiium is more circumfcribed and even, be- 
ing fo deeply feated, and the flcins being c- 
qually ralfed, it is feniible and painful, be- 
caufe the pericranium is very nervous and 
tender. The futures of the head, preferve 
their natural fituation in both thefe 
dropfies ; nor are the animal funiftions, &c. 
impaired, as in the following fpecies of 
dropfies, becaufe the brain is not injured. 
In the internal dropfies of the head, on the 
Conti'ary all the funiflions are more or lefs af- 
iedted ; efpecially if the evil be feated in 
the ventricles of the brain. The firfl: thing 
that prefents itfelf in this cafe, is a fepara- 
tion of the futures of the head, from the 
impulfion and diftcnfion of the parts, by 
the Included water. The bones are foftened 
by this means, fo tJiat the head becomes as 
big as that of an adult of twenty years of age. 
Nor is the head round, but on the contrary, 
the feparation of the bones gives it almoft a 
quadrangular form, like an apple cut into 
four parts. The infant is very weak for 
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want of animal fpirits, whofe fecretion is in- 
tercepted by the compreflioiijOrbecaufe tliey 
are too ferous.The head alfo is very heavy and 
inclines to one fide. Through the ■ internal 
compreflion of the brain, the blood runs 
the more abundantly to the external parts of 
the head ; whence they are frequently ccda- 
matous in this cafe. But the mofl particular 
charadlerifticks of thefe dropfies are weak- 
nefs of the light, and a great dilation of the 
pupil of the eye. 

Thefe fymptoms are principally owing to 
the compreffion of the thalami nervorum 
cpticcrum, by the ftagnant water, and their 
relaxation by the fame ; whence they be- 
come inaftive for want of fpirits, and thro' 
the relaxation of the nerves. This is chiefly 
obfervable in the dropfy of the anterior ven- 
tricles of the brain. 

' The pulfe and refpiration are flow and 
weak through the ferous condition, or want 
of animal fpirits. In(ligcfl:ion3 frequently 
fupervene for the fame reafons ; all which 
induce at length a flow fever, and obfcure 
dehrium : tlie lall: particularly fprings from 
the unequal ofcUlations of the fibres of the 

"' ' '- ' t 3 brain. 
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brain, through the obftruftions and infarcJ^'^ 
tion of the vefiels, &c. 

Diagnostics. There are four difor- 
ders of the fame fpecies to be diftinguifh- 
ed here. But the exiftence of the difordca^ 
in general fhould be firft difcovered, and 
whether it be internal or external. The 
fight and touch inform us whether it is e!K- 
ternal. 

I. If it be under the /kin, the tumour \& 
uneven, free from pain, foft, and without 
any feparation of the futures of the head. 
If the dropfy be feated betwixt the pericra-- 
nium and cranium^ the tumour is even cir- 
cumfcribed, makes a greater refiftance to 
the touch, and is very painful. The inter-; 
nal Hydrocephalus in general caufes a fepara- 
tion of the futures, according to the quann 
tity of the water. If the ferum be betwixt 
the din'd mater and cra?iium^ the waters 
commonly penetrate through the futures, 
and raife longitudinal tumours, which arc 
^fible. If the waters lie betwixt the ^ra 
UnA pia mater ^ no inequalities at alt are 
then obferved. As to the dropfy of the 
ventricles^ if is particularly chara«acrifcd by 

the 
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the debility of the fight, and dilatation of 
the pupil of the eye. 

Prognostics. The Hydrccephdlus is 
commonly mortal, particularly that fpccies 
which aiifes from the obftrudion of the 
glandula pituitariay as alio the other fpecies 
\n the plexus cborcitit^us, becaufe thcfe parts 
are too remote from the aiftion of proper re- 
medies. Nay, it can hardly be expeiSted, 
that fuch a great coUedion of water betwixt 
the membranes can be abforbed. The fame 
may be underftood of the water betwixt the 
pericranium and cranium, efpecially becaufe 
by its itagnation it afluraes a feptlc quality) 
whereby the bones of the head arc affected, 
and this is a diforder which cannot be well 
removed, througli the difficult exfoliation 
of thefe bones ; nay, 'tis almoft impoflible 
to produce a cure. The moft eafily re- 
moveableofall is the cutaneous i/>v/rcfr/'i6<7/<t/j; 
becaufe the noble parts are not immediately 
afFeded thereby, and it Is expofed to the ac- 
tion of proper remedies. But I may lay in 
general, tliat I never faw any infant recover 
of this evil, efpecially when it is inveterate, 
and the patient of a bad conftituticn. Yet 
I 4 young 
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yotwigifubjefts of a good habit and a recent 
dropfy, may afford Ibme hope*. 

Cure. The cure Js twofold, the one to 
prevent it in tlie in&nts of fome families, 
which arc very fubjert to this diforder. And 
the other to remove or diminiih the evil when 
prefent. In both thcfe intentions the fol- 
lowing reniedie^ may be employed J let the 
patient be purged with fome cathartic fyrup, 
to which add according to die infiint's age 
an infufion of fcnna, or tindtureof rhubarb. 
If theinfiintbe very young, let the cathar- 
tic be exhibited in his pap. Let him after- 
wards take fome diuretic, aperitive decoc- 
tion, ,as decoflion oi china or far f apar ilia ^ 
rbubarb-water, infufmn of rufiy iron-nails^ 
flaifiirs. of mars, atbiops mineral^ powder of 
millepedes or vipers; four grains of any of 
the ponders may be added to his flummery or other 
aliments. Thefe are to be continued or in- 
terniittcd according to the intei:ifuy of die 
diforder. If the patient's age can bear 
it, you may order him iadliiious ciiinabar, 
inrtead of Ktliiops mineral, for it is much 
active and void of danger. If the infant be 
three or four years old, prefcribe powder of 
Jalap, cornacbin's powder, or dia^rydiumj 
and 
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and the following fimples to make a decoc-' 
tion, being more diuretic than the former 
viz. candy-carroty roots of refl-harroic, and 
Jiellated carduiis, to which add arcanum dti-:- 
plicatum, or tnineral chryftal; but the for-' 
mer heats and incommodes the brcaft mortf ' 
than the later. Thele are the internal re- ' 
medies. 

The external or topical remedies are chifri' ' 
fly employed, when the difordcr is cxtcnial,'' 
and more particularly, when it is under the 
fkin ; of this kind are i. Cataplafms of 
contufed fnails, included betwixt two linen 
cloths. Several authors mightily extol thefe 
remedies. Some boil them in a decodion of 
the laft named plants. They are to be re- 
newed before they dry, left they adhere too 
ftrongly to the patient's head, efpccially if 
tlicy immediately touch the (kin. The efii- 
plaftrum diabotarticum, is more commonly 
employed, and with almoft the fame fuccel's 
in this cafe ; but with the above precaution 
in the application. 2. Some authors re- 
commend a vulnerary water, milted with 
lime-water, widi which the paiiriit's head is 
to be fomented by a fpunge, and nfrerwai^s 
applying a piece of linen or brcwii paper. 
■ . - - ' dipped 
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dipped in the fame mixture to the afie(Sed 
part, which may be alio embrocated twice a 
day, with oil of chamomile, ct^xring it 
at the fame time with a brown paper. 

FiNALLV, if all thefe methods fail, the 
operation of the puntture fhould be per- 
formed in the moft depending part of the 
tumour. This method will not certainly 
fail of fiiccefs in the cutaneous dropfy of the 
head, and perhaps it may fucceed, when 
the water lies betwixt the pericranium and 
cranium, efpecially if the evil be recent j 
but it is entirely ufelefs in the internal drop- 
fies of the head : yet if you intend to pre- 
ferve the infant's life a little longer, and if 
the waters are fuperficial, or betwixt the 
dura mater and cranium, you may attempt 
the punifture, nor will the bones of the head 
make any great refiflance in this cale ; for 
they are extremely foft and thin. In the 
operation you are to avoid the futures, par- 
ticularly the longitudinal one, and the perfora- 
tion maybe made near ihc fui urn fagii talis ; 
but tlie waters are to be evacuated gradually, 
not all at once, for fear of a fudden colkp- 
fion of the brain, which may fpeedily take 
away the patient's life. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVL 

Of the Epilepsy, CoNvuLstoNS, and 
Convulsive Motions ^' Chil- 
dren. 

* 

\17ITH thcfe diforders, wYiich differ 
only in degree, I fliall put an end to 
the difeafcs of the head. Though they are 
incident as v^ell to adults as children ; yet 
they deferve a place among the difeafes of 
the latter, feeing they are more frequently ob- 
ferved in children, than in adults. This in- 
duces fome writers to call the epUepfy- mor- 
ius.puerilis. 

The epilepfy has three eflential chju^adterr 
ifticks. I. The lofs of all fenfation and 
perception in part or intirely^ which gives 
rife to two fpecies of this diforder, viz. per- 
feftand.imperfeft. 2. Con vulfive, motions 
pf various parts during the paroxyfmy efpe- 
iUally riiofe of the head, as diftortion of the 
fxiputhy gnaihing of the teeth, protrufion oF 
tte .toague, rolling of the eyes, . fudden 
whirling round, ftanding ered and'-irigid, , of 
'V.xtl falling 
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falling down, uccordingly as the murdes arc 
contradted, inflammation and twlftings of 
the inteftines, interrupted refpiratlon, and 
fometimes a convulfive eredtion of the pe- 
nis, particularly in adults, with an involun- 
tary emiffion of the femen, urine, and ex- 
crements. Some beat their breafl:s and tear 
their hair violently, while others ftretch out 
their legs and arms with great force. 3. 
More or lefs frothing of the mouth, to- 
wards the end of the fit, which fometimes 
begins a-new ; it is almoft imperceptible in 
fome, but very manifeft in habitual invete- 
rate epllcpfies. The tongue being frequent- 
ly talcen betwixt the teeth, alfo makes the 
froth bloody. 

The infant inftead of an epilepfy may 
have only fmiple convulfions. Thefe con- 
iiil in a tonick, rigid, and uninterrupted 
contradion of fome parts of the body, as 
the extremities, neck, and back, which either 
immediately become rig!d,or are t^vifted here 
and there with various contorfions. The 
convulfive motions differ from thefe laft by 
their fnialler intenfity, being milder, and 
returning at certain intervals, orfeizingthe 
patient only now and then. 

Botk 
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Both thefe lali are deftitute particularly of 
one of the eflential fymptoms of an epilep- 
fy, viz. a privation of all fciifation and under- 
ftanding, befides the other differences already 
remarked ; yet both, if habitual, may at 
length degenerate into a confirmed epjlepfy. 
The convulfive motions caufe alfo diftortion 
of the moutli and eyes, but efpecially fome 
preter-natural' motions of fome of the extre- 
mities, as a fadden elevation of the hand or 
foot, C^c. 

Children are moil fubieift to convulfions 
within the firfl and fecond months atter they 
are born, and again about the time of teeth- 
ing; though they are frequently liable to 
them at other periods. Thofe convullive 
fymptoms which frequently attack infants 
foon after they are born, are diftortion of 
the eyes, tremulous motions of tlie cheeks 
and lips, contraftion of the tendons, ftart- 
ings and fudden ihaking of the limbs ; 
nay, they affedt the very trunk ; and even the 
vifcera are not exempted from the dif- 
eafe. 

Causes. As I do not intend at pre- 
ient to give a particular account of the dU- 
eaies of the head, you are aot to expedlan 
exaiS 
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txn'St theory, or minute detail of the caulcs 
of the prefent dlforder ; yet I ihall fay fome- 
diing of them curfonly, in order to an illuf- 
tration. In general the prhnary, or imme- 
diate caufe of the fore-mentione^ difeaie, 
confifts in the unequal and violent influx 
of the animal fpirits. This violent and un- 
cqaal influx proceeds from two caufes, viz. 
I. The irregular impuli'e of the fpirits, by 
the impreffions made on fome parts of the 
body, or 2. by their irregular reflux by the 
ofcilations of tlie arteries of the brain, or 
the irregular contradions of the ^uni nm~ 
tery both which caufes may be accounted 
one and the fime, only they ad alternately : 
for during the contradion of the arteries, 
the dura mater is dilated ; juft like the al- 
ternate aftion of the heart and arteries. The 
contraction of the dtira mater may be more 
violent, conftant and irregular, either entire- 
ly, or in part only, by an irritation in the 
proper fnbftance of the dura mater from its 
inflammation, waters lying under it, wounds) 
contulions, and ablcefles ; excrefcenes alio, 
and venerial nodes, a corruption of tlie me- 
nifiges, or veffels of the brain, may caufe the 
fame. Sometimes too it feeras to be here- 
ditary 
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ditary proceeding from a fright ot the mo- 
ther, upon feeing epileptic peribns : or this 
may ariie from Hidden fear, joy, or other 
paflions of that Idnd. 

The next caufe is the irregular reflux of 
the fpirits, by the impreiTions made on the 
parts which fympathize with the dura ma- 
ter. The ftomacli particularly is of that 
clafs. Thus we find that in vomiting, the 
contradlions of the dura mater are violently 
provoked, juH as the contraftion of the muf- 
cles of refpiration, is excited by the irritation 
of the membrana pituitaria. 

As to the caufes of the violent irregular 
ofciUationsof the arteries of the brain whe- 
ther partly or entirely, they may be owing 
to an inflammation, abfcefles, various fevers, 
or hydrocephaIus,and Jn general all things that 
produce an infardion of the brain, will alio 
caufe an Epilepfy^ Convulfiom^ and Coni:ul- 
Jive Motions. 

The fecond general caufe above-mention- 
ed, is the impetuous, irregular reflux of tlie 
ipirits into various parts, from the impref- 
iions made on them by external or fecondary 
caufes. This is caufe fympathetical, feeingitafls 
on the brain by the intenncdiatlon of tliofe 
parts. 
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parts. The caufes of this clals, are crudi- 
ties or other fubftances of the ftomach, from 
indigeftion, tough, hard, or vifcid aliments, 
'^c. the milk curdling or growing acid in 
tlie flomach and inteftines ; whence SyHvius 
concludes the caufe to be a volatile, ibwre 
vapour raifed to the brain, which ftimulates 
■and irritates the origin of the nerves, by 
which means the animal fpirits are hurried 
inordinately and involuntarily through the 
mufcles and brain. The fame may be alfo 
owing to the irritation of the inteftines from 
iharp acrid humours, worms vellicating the 
ftomach and inteftines ; from a * calculus ei- 
ther in the urinary or gall-bladder ; from den- 
tition when the teeth difficultly breaking 
through the periofteum and gums, occafion 
exquifite pain and reftlefsnefs ; from cuta- 
neous acute eruptions, as the Jinall-pox, 
meafels, &c. for the fenfibility of the ikin 
in thefe cafes may produce convullions. 
■Hence we rarely find a fmall-pox in chil- 

• In the year 1739, a lady of diRinfiion died at VerfaUUt, 
inacorpuleat habit of body, and being opened, a CaUuhs 
concretion wjs ibund in her gall-bUddcr, aboui an inch and 
half in length, and half an inch in dian)eieri which was 
Biewn me by the celebrated Mr. Farcin, praftflor of tnedi- 
cine at Parii. 

dren 
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dren without epilepfey, or convulfions, &c. 
by the imprefiions of Crimnes before-men- 
tioned; nurfe fickly, or pregnant, and the 
like. 

As the theory of thefe caufes may feem 
to indicate that adults fliould be as fubjeft to 
the effeifts of thefe caufes, as cliildren, we 
are to explain how they produce their eficdts 
more frequently in the latter; wherefore, 
I. Infents are more commonly attacked with 
cpilepfy, convulfions, Gfc. from the preced- 
ing caufes, than adults, becaufe the heads 
of Infants are more fubjedl to inforftionsj 
for they are proportionally greater, lefs firm, 
elaftic and compatS, nay ibfter than thefe of 
the former, confequently they yeild the more 
eafily to the general caules of the diforder > 
for this reafon we rarely obferve feveriih 
children without convulfions. *. 

2. Infants heads are very fubjedl to all 
external imprefiions ; becaufe their futures 
are wide open, and the fountains of dicir 
heads fo expofc their brain, that it is fufcep- 
tible of the leaft impreflion. 

3. Their nerves are very tender, fenfible 
and more fubjeift to vibrations; wherefore 
they receive the eafier all impreiftons; e- 

K. fpeciaJiy 
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fpeciitlly if they are capable of caufii^ P^> 
whilft tlie hard compa^, and if I may fay, 
indoknt nature of the neiTes in adults, are 
in fome meafure incapable of thefe difeaies» 
elpecially of giving rife to an epilepfy from 
the moll: painfij] impreffions ; for bow often 
do we fee adults troubled with tlie gout, 
rheumatllfn, and a thoufiind other paijiful 
difoideis, without epilepfy, or other convul- 
iions. It is this propenCty to vibration ind 
fenfibiljty of the nerves, that renders hypifh 
perfcais fo fuiceptible of aruciety, and otiior 
violent fyuiptoms. 

Symptoms. The Dura mater^ or ar- 
teries of the brain, nyiy be in part, or in- 
tii'ely, fiibjedl to the irregular contraiSions 
and ofcjllations above-mentioned. If -tbcy 
ad: conjoindy, the epilepiy is perfed, and 
there is thert an entire lofs of all fenihtion 
andperccption from tlie general compreffion 
of all the brain by the fiid two caujfes i 
whilfi, at the lame tijne, the animal ^irjts 
arc cxpreiTed into the nsrves, and propelled 
to thi? coDvidfed parts. 

I'he patient is commonly fubje£t to a 
bloody frothing of the mouth; the &oth 
happuis from the great quantity of faJiva 
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tiow fecerned through tlie co?npreffion of 
the brain, which makes the blood run more 
abundantly to the ^ivary glands, and the 
difficult refpiration contributes to blend the 
air with the laliva ; {o that foam ncceflarJly 
enfuesj which is bloody ; becaufe the tongue 
is Gommonly bit by the patient's teeth, du- 
ring the epileptic paroxyfhi ; whence die 
blood difcharged from the tongue is nuKt' 
with the faliva. 

Jf the adtion of the Dura mater and ar- 

' tellies of the brain be particular, or confined 
to feme portions only of thofe parts, but are 
conftant and uninterrupted, convulfions will 
enfue with a tonic continued contraction. 
But, if the adtion of the Dui-a mater and 
arteries retiu"ns, and intermits now and then, 
the influx of the fpirits will be irregular ; fo 
thatinftead of a tonic conftant contraftjon, 
as in thecpilepfy, and convulfion, convulfive 

" oiotions only will happen in various parts, 

according to the determination of the ipirlts. 

The refpiration in all the preceding cafes 

" more or lefs difficult and laborious ; this is ow- 
ing to the irregular conti-adion of the mufcles 
iubfervJent to refpiration, whereby the cheft 
K 2 is. 
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as it were, bound and compreffed ; or it 
proceeds Irom tlie great quantity of blood 
which neceffarily lodges in the lungs, which 
eafily yield from a fmaller degree of elafti- 
c'lty ; for the heart, through the refiftance it 
meets in the contradled parts cannot dif- 
charge itfelf as ufually ; whereby it puts 
a flop to the blood in the above organs. 
This rigidity and contradion of the foHds 
with the defect of a fufficient quantity of 
blood, which fhould be propelled into the 
aorta by the heart, give occafion to an ir- 
regular low pulfe, and likewtfe to palpita- 
tions. 

The Cgns which precede the fit are, great 
pain and weiglit in the head, drowfinefs, 
I'lapidity, and heavinefs about the loins and 
joints ; ibrgetftilnefs and broken fleep, twitch- 
ings of tlie ner\es, tingling in the ears, flafli- 
ing bf the eyes, and rolling of the tongue, 
freqtient yawning and fneezingj tlie urine 
bc!!i2*thin and crude. 

Alter the fit, there remains a pain in the 
JiCid, with a tofpor and dulnefs of the fen- 
fes, and frequently a fwimming of the head, 
and dimnefs of fight, with a perfed igno- 
rance of (ill that pa&d during the paroxyfm, 
though 
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though the patient fliould be burnt to the 
very bone. 

The epileptic paroxyfms commonly fe- 
tum ; fometimes at ftated times of the day, 
month, or year j but for the moft part, they 
are worft about the chajiges of the feafons. 
Sometimes the attacs are uncertain and vaiy- 
ing, according to the return of fome certain 
caufe, upon which they depend. The pa- 
roxyims are fometimes milder, and foon 
over, and fometimes they are violent and 
lailing. 

Diagnostics. The tonic, or inter- 
mittent contraftion of various parts of the 
body, is eafily difcovered by the touch and in- 
fpection, whether it be epilepfy, convuliion, 
or convuUive motions. But the caufes of 
tJiefe diforders are more obfcure : If the 
caufe, as before obferved, be general, tlie effect 
will be fo too, and an epilepfy will happen. 
Thus the generality of the caufe is learned. 
The convulfions, or convulfive motions de-; 
note the caufe to be particular, and that the 
tonic contradtion ofdietJura tnaU'r,thc ofclUa- 
tionsorinlardions of the arteries of the brain, 
&t:. are confined to certain particular portions^ 
as to the l^'^^P^^^^ motions excited bythe- 
K. 3 in 
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hnpreflions made on feveral parts df tfce' 
body, from indigeftions, fniall-poX, wOrtrtS,' 
G?f. they are foon learned from the patients 
ftate ; in a word, by a ftrift examitiatfort'i' 
yon will difcover as well the caufe, zi tflC' 
charafleriftic of fhcdiforder. 

Prognostics. All the three eirptaTii^ 
ed difordersare commonly fatal to chiWren, 
efpecially, if the fymptoms be violent, antf^ 
the caafe Idiopathic, or in the brain, aff ffl-" 
flammation, abfcefs, hydrocephalus, ©*<■. ' 

If the infmt is ftrong, or pretty far ad-^ 
vanced in age, the epilepfy imperfect, and 
depending on a flight tranfitory caufe, ^if 
fever, meailes, fmall-pox, &c. and if itf^fes" 
by fympathy from the irrkation of foiiie' 
parts, by removing the irritating caufe, the 
dileafe ceafes, fo thatin neither of thefe cafes 
h the danger fo great as whert idiopathica}. 

The epilepfy of children ceafes commonly" 
jibout the age of fourteen, becanfe the parts 
have acquired a firmer and more denfe text* 
ure, nor are they fufceptible of fo violent 
impreffion^ as before. But if the difeafe 
liibfifts to the age of twenty-four or twenty- 
five years, the folids haring arrived at their 
full growth and folidity, are inCapaWe of 
_' ^y 
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any change ; ia that they preferve tlie lia- 
bitual dilpoiitions they had before acquired > 
■wheqcc the epilepfy after tliat term, either 
immediately terminates in death, or is chang- 
ed into fome other difeafe for the moft part 
incurable, viz. the palfy, privation of fpeech, 
melaDcholy, or phrenitis. If hereditary, it 
is reckoned incurable. A violent fit fonie- 
timcs becomes apopkclic, and proves mortal. 
When it happens about the firft appearance 
of the menie^ they ufually cure it. 

Cure. It Is very difficult to cure thefe 
convulfions, and the more, becaufe young 
children rarely take the proper remedies - 
cfpecially when they are continued ^ fong 
time. But if the cure be prafticable, thp 
ibllowing method is to be taken. 

The cure in general during the paroxyiin j 
if the patient is plethoric, or coiitinues long 
in the fit, bleed, which may be done eitlier 
by leeches, the lancet, or Icarifications. If the 
difeafe be idiopathical, take blood from the 
foot, but from the arm or jugular, if fympto- 
matical ; and refift the convulfion by forcibly 
keeping the hands open, and the hmbs ex- 
tended. Apply voiatiles to the noflrilif, as 
ifal volatile olcofum, volatile fpirit of fal 
K 4 ammoaiac 
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ammoniac, hatftom, tinfture of caftor, aflii- 
fcetida, or the like; fternutatories, as helle- 
bor, euphorbiiim, leaves of rue, betony, Gff. 
are ufefiil. Let the temples, head, and neck 
be mbbed with fpirituous cephalic mixtares, 
as hungary-water, compound fpirits of la- 
vender, oil of caftor, or the clear oil of 
amber ; or, blow into the noftrils and mouth 
the fiimes of Tobacco; aild, as foon as 
poflible, give an emetic, purge, or glyfter. 

If the epileffy proceeds from a fever, 
meafles, or fmall-pox, thefe being once cured, 
that will be alfo removed ; but if it be too vio- 
lent and inveterate to expeft its removal by 
fuch means, order the following remedies, 
viz. tlie powder, or the volatile falts of vipers, 
hartfliorn, ^c. the powder againft the epilepfy, 
of gutteta, as defcribed by Rivcrius, that of the 
roots or flowers of niale-peony ; confedtion of 
alkermes, or of hyacinth ; the antiepileptic 
elixir or volatile fait of tartar; one or more 
of thefe medicines at a time, may be given 
in feme proper diftilled water, as tliat 
of hyflbp, rue, peony, black cherry, or 
balm-water; and if you intend a julap, add 
the furrup of peony, or that of corals, ^c. 
When 
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When the epiUpfy is produc'd by any pain- 
&1 impreflions, as teething, iic prefcribc 
anodyn diluting remedies, nay narcotics, as 
die fymip or decoiflion of popies, or the 
theriaca, and we are fometimes obliged to 
have recourfe to the anodyn tindture. If 
the irritation proceeds from worms, order 
ethiops mineral, mcrcurius dulcis, rhubarb, 
pulvis de tribus, &c, . if it is caufed by aci- 
dity or acrimony in the firft organs of di- 
geftion the teftaceous medicines with a little 
caftor added to them, are excellenL 

If the epilepfyhc complete, and produced 
by idiopathic caufes, let the patient be thus 
treated in the fit. Order a ftrong purgative 
glyfter of whey, or a decodion of linfeed, 
to which let be added, a proper quantity of 
universal purgative eletSuary, or of the tur- 
bid emetic wine. The former to children 
irom fix to twenty months is given in glyfters 
to two drams, and much the fame dofe of 
the emetic wine. 

If the paroxyfm ftill continues, purge the 
patient, or what is better, give him a catharic 
emetic remedy, as the cathartic fyrup, or 
an iniiifion of rhubarb, with the foluble 
ftibiated tartar. Half a grain of tlie emetic 
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is'ftftifficientdofe for children beft^etheyarc 
two yaars old ; to thofe of a more advanced 
age, wc give an iiitire grain. The eommon 
emetic iii fome places, is fair water, in which 
h diiibived a large quantity of common lalt, 
which, I own, aits pretty well, and incides 
the vifcid crudities of the ftomach ; but It 
beats too much : therefore wliere you Iiave 
an indication to attenuate and vomit at the 
Crnie time, as in thofe indigeftions which 
produce an epikpfy^ &c. prefcribe tlie ipe- 
cacuanha, to five or fix gnuns. 

When the fit is over, order tlie antiepi- 
Jeptic remedies, which may be boiled iri 
the iutant's ufualdiet. ThetbUowing pow- 
ders may be exhibited m the child's flum- 
mery, or other noiirifliment, i;#£:. the powder 
againft the €j>ikpfy and that of wild val^rian» 
which is excellent, fadtitious cinnabar ralhet 
than that of the native fort, crocus metajlo- 
rum, bezoar mineral, the powder of vipers, 
that of worms, that of a wolf's liver, amber, 
peony, raileltoe of the oak, and human fcul. 
Thefe in general are given from ten to fiiteen 
grains, feparately; but if combined, their 
dofe fhonld be proportionally ieflbned. One 
er two grains of the cinnabar, is equivalent 
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to the above mefttkmcd dofe of the other 
powders. Thefe remedies may be continued 
ceeafionally two or three months. The patient 
ihould ufe at the fame time, a ptifon of the 
foHowing plants ; as the roots of male-pe- 
ony two drams, of valeriam half a dram, 
mifekoe of the oak one dram, fariliparilla 
and china root of each tWo drams. Any one 
cf thefe plants in the above mentioned dofe 
is- to boiled in a quart of water, and con- 
tinued as above. After ihe. ufe of thefe Me- 
dicines, the patient Ihould be purged again; 
If a new Iniarftion of the brain difcovers 
itfelf, and the blood Is vifeid, after a due 
preparation by the general remedies, you 
may order more powerful aperitives, fuch as 
the flowers of mars to ilx grains. Cror. 
mart, apertt. to feven or eight grains, inercar, 
ihiic. to three w four grains. 

To tliefe remedies may be added occa- 
fionally, troches of myrrh, the pemvian 
bark, the oil of guaiacam redlified, the chy- 
mical oil of rofemary, obferving to order the 
dofe proportionably to the child's age, 
ftrength, and degree of the difeafe. 

Cephalic wines, and the fteam of cephalic 
Clecodions received by the mouth and jiofe, 
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arc ferviceable, as are atfo warm baths and 
iWeating. A courfe of chalybeate waters is 
adviieable. A gentle falivation often fucceeds ; 
and ought therefore to be recommended, 
provided the intervals of the fits are neither 
fhort nor uncertain ; for fhould a paroxyfm 
liappen in the middle of a falivation, 'twould 
greatly hazard the patient's life. A dis- 
charge at the mouth fliould be promoted, 
eitlier by a proper gargarifm, or by chewing 
a little pellitory of fpain, cloves, or the like. 
Flower of muftard feed, horfe-radifh fcrap- 
ed, and fome warm vinegar applied to the 
foles of the feet, is good, but care muft be 
taken that they inflame not the Part too 
much. If the child fucks, antifpafinodic 
medicines ihould be likewife given to its 
nurfe, either in brodi, whey, ptiian, eledtu- 
aries, &c. If thefe fail of fuccefs, the next 
moft effedtual method is an iffue in the neck, 
fctons alfo, or blifters may be applied either 
to the fcalp, neck, or behind the ears. 

The idiopathic differences between an apo- 
plexy, paraplexy, cams, cataphora, eljlepfy, 
and fyncope, and the charadterellics of the 
pulfe in each difeal'e may in fome meafure be 
deduced from wliat has been alieady faid. 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Of the Chin-Cough. 

WE come in the next place to the 
diforders of the breaft, of whicli 
none is peculiar to children, but this Cough ; 
the Greeks and Arabians make no men- 

' tion of it The Latin writers call it Tuffis, 
addii^ one or other of thefe epithets, 

ferina, perennis-, corruul/iva, fuffccativa, pu- 
erilis. All catarrhs commonly affeft only 
the head or neck, and are all, when epi- 
demic, called Cbin-cough; though not al- 
ways of that nature. The Chin-cough has 
the following eflential charaderiftics ; in par- 
ticular, a continual violent cough, the infajit 
being almoft incapable to infpire, but feenis 
conftantly to expire. Buj: when neceflity 
obliges him to infpire, it is cum fibiloy cum 

Jiertore, ckngore. Though violent as this 
cough is, yet the patient expeftorates nothings 
but at length may fpit up a little lymph of 
no bad quality, or may vomit his milk, or 
•ther ailments, or a vifcid matter dilengag'd 
from 
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having degenerated into fuppuratJon. The 
caufes of thefe mdigeftions are the fuperfiu- 
ous quantity, or peccant quality, of the ail- 
ments, to which the cold may alfo contribute. 
Children are the more fubjeft to thefe In- 
digeftions by their irregular way of living, 
eating without any rule or meafure, and very 
frequently of hardly digeftible aliments j as 
crude and raw fruit, &c. wherefore they 
are to abftain from fuch, as alfo from a fu- 
perfluous quantity of milk, flummery, &c. 
and avoid cold as much as pofhble. 

But it may be laid, that the breail; feems 
to be really affefted in this cafe ; otherwiie, 
whence could proceed the obftinate cough ? 
though thebreail is not realy affedled, yet 
by the laws of fympathy through the irrita- 
tion of the pharynx and larynx, the cough 
is induced, as we fee all the organs of re- 
fpiration put into aftion by the limple irri- 
tation of the pitituary membrane. But as it 
is caufed by no morbid matter in the lungs, 
the patient expectorates little or nothing at 
all. The cough is obflinate, becaufe the in- 
digefticns,- ^c. which produce it, are like- 
wife fo, nor are they eafily removed. The 
patient is in danger of fuffocations at every 
infpjration ; 
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■ infpiration i becaufe, fince he expires almcft 
every inftant, he has occafion for a great 
quantity of air, which endeavours to enter 
by the contrafted glottis with precipitr-tioii 
and fuddenly ; for it is probable, that the 
fame caufe, which irritates the cefophagu';, 
produces alfo a convulfive contmflion in the 
glottis J becaufe we find, that by contrafLing 
the latter voluntarily when in good health, 
we may mimick thofe children who have 
the chin-cough. Vomiting commonly attends 
this fpecies of cough, and why flioiild it not, 
fince it attends ordinary coughs ? This fymp- 
tom proceeds from the compreflion of tlie 
ftomach, by the abdominal mufcles; mare- 
over it is afFedted by the diforder of the a'fo- 
pltagus, whereby its contradicn is augmented. 
The humours thusdifcharged, are mucilagi- 
nous and vilcid, or acrid, as the fmell and tafte 
perceived by the patient demonftrate. Thi^ is 
the effeft of indigertions and intenfe of heat 
of the ftomach, whereby the gaftricjuicc, and 
other liquors, are more abundantly fecerncd 
and infpii&ted, as we obferve in tlie hu- 
mours of the eye. In confcquencc of an 
ophthalmy, or in the ftone of the bladder, 
whereby this organ is irritated, and infiam'dj 
whence the urine is foractimes mixed wUll 
L 
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a vifcid whitilh matter, like the infpiilated 
white of an egg. Thefe fymptoms at length 
degenerate into a fever. The lungs by de- 
grees begin to fuifer, and become weaker 
by the violence of the cough, till they are at 
lad ulcerated, and the above fever degene- 
rates into one of the flo\i' and phthifical kind, 
die pus being abforbed. Hence thefe pa- 
tients commonly dye by one or another of 
the following caufes, 'uiz. by a phthilis, or 
gangrene of the pharynx or larynx. 

Diagnostics. To hear the patient 
cough, is fufficient to difcover the diforder. 
The caufe is alfo learned by what we have 
faid above. If die lungs be affected, we 
learn it from the nature of the fpittles, 
whether bloody or purulent, &c. The fymp- 
toms indicate the degree of the diforder. 

Prognostics. If tliis diforder be re- 
gularly treated in the beginning, it is flight, 
and foon removed; but if it be neglected, 
and die patient ftill condnues his irregu- 
larities, it may become mortal, through the 
eonfidcrable alterations of the lungs, the flow 
fever, gaugrene, 6fr. whJlrt: in the begin- 
ning, by. a llridt regimen, which is the prin- 
cipal remedy, it may be removed, or at 
leafl: 



0/ C HI L D R E N. 147 

leftft by ftomachics, in conjundlion with 
peftorals. 

Cure. When the chin-cough is violent, 
we fliould have recourfe to bleeding ; for'^J 

though the lungs arc not inflamed, thit 

cefophagus, fife. are. A child of eight or' 
nine months old, may be blooded once ; if 
he exceeds two years, twice. In the next 
place, he fhould take an emetic, or the Ipe- ' 
cacuana, if the vifcid matter in his ftomach ' 
be abundant; nay, an infant of fix months 
may take thefe medicines without danger, 
on account of the redundance of vifcid hu- 
mours children commonly have in their 
ftomachs. Ipecacuana is a fpecific in tliefe 
cafes, as well as in dyfenteries, where we fee 
by ocular demonfliration, the effe'Sts of its 
atenuathig quality in the exclufion of the mor- 
bid humour, after which the diforder ceafes. 
The third part of the common dofe is given 
in the chin-cough. The foluble lllbiated tar- 
tar is exhibited to one-^irJ of a gr.iin to 
children who are not yet a year old. To thofe 
who exceed this age, it may be given to 
one grain ; but divided and dilTolved in tlirce 
different veffels, all of which, or only two 
are to be ufcd, as the occafion requires. 
L 2 With. 
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With refpedt to Ipecacuaiia, which* we al- 
ready obfervedj belides vomiting, altenitates 
powerfully, as the matter which was before 
vifcid and tenaceous, after its ufe becoming 
thin and ferous, evidently proves 5 it may be 
given to two, three, or four grains, to chil- 
dren under a year old; but to feven or eight 
to thofe above that age ; though four may 
ibmetimes fcrvc, proportioning the dofe to 
the ftate and ftrength of the patient. After- 
vomiting, the patient fhould be purged with 
a purgative .fyrup to which add, if necef- 
fary, an infufion of rhubarb, or fenna, which 
may alfo be ufed alone. Afterwards order 
a flrid: regimen, and exhibit remedies which 
promote a good digeftion, as flomachics 
and abforbents, fuch as red coral prepar- 
ed, prepared crab's eyes, chalk, or abova 
all, the pulvis temperans of fihalL Of any 
of thefe, five or fix grains in a dofe may be' 
ordered in tlie patient's broth, pap, G?r. 
They fiiould be exhibited twice a day, 
morning and evening, purging now and then. 
If the abforbcnt powders are inefFeftual, 

- t * 

ycu may have recourfe to ftomachics, , and 
efpccially tlie theriaca, to fifteen grains, 
wliich calms and ftrengthens at the famo 

time. 
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time. Elixir proprietatis four drops, con* 
fejftiojnt of hyacinth one fcruple^ fait of worm- 
wood, powder againft the epilepfy , or pow- 
der:of vipers, and the water or tindture of 
rjiuh^rb may be given; nor fhould purgatives 
npvv and then prefcribed, be forgotten. If the 
violence of thexough ftill fubfifts, it fhould 
be checked with narcotics. The theriaca for 
the above-mentioned . reafons, is excellent, 
given from five tq fifteen grains ; the fyrup i 
of, diacodium froni one to two drams, and 
tl>e patient's regimen fhould be ftill very 

ejfcaik, by which means the diforder is at- 
length removed, 

^'As to pectorals, if the lungs be not as yet; 
aflfedted, they fhould not be ufed ; for as they: 
are oleaginous and relaxing remedies, they' 
cpnfiderably prejudife the fl;omach, whofe 
diforder we fhould always propofe to cor- 
rect in this cafe; but peftorals weaken it 
more, and augment its indigeftions. Yet, 
if the phyfician is importuned to order 
tl>cm, he may in ,complaifance to the good 
vvpmen, prefcribe the moft . temperate of 
tjiis clafs, as white lohoc, or . oil of fweet 
almonds made into a lohoc, with fyrrup 
o£ marih-mallow? 5 .decoiftipn of turneps ia 

L 3 broth 
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broth, prepared with calf s lungs, or narbon 
honey, is alio excellent. In the height of the 
paroxyfm, you may order your antiafthmatic 
remedies, or thofe ufed in convulfions, or the 
following, fyrrup of hedge-muftard, or that 
of hyfop. A decoftion of figs, or equal parts 
of flowers of fulphur and fugar-candy reduced 
to a powder; or lyrup of apples, or the 
white lohoc, may be put into every cup 
of the patient's ptifan, &c. according as the 
occafion requires. But the principal remedy on 
which we (liould depend, is a ftrict regimen, 
retrenching what was fuperfluous and indi- 
gefUble, giving lefs panada, or pap, &c. 
than before. If he does not digell the breaft- 
milk well, let the nurfe be changed, and 
let him avoid all acid and acrid meats, &c. 

Before I put an end to this fubject, I can- 
not pafs over in filence two famous fpecifics 
very much in vogue, particularly in our own 
country. 

The firfl: is made mention of, and recom- 
mended by Dr. JVillisy as the moft effica- 
cious remedy in the chinc-ough, as he ex- 
perienced very frequently, in the courfe 
of his pradtice. It is the plant called cup- 
mofs i and may be given in fubftance or pow- 
der 
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der, with a little fugar-candy, to eighteen 
grains. Its abforbent juft like crabs- eyes, or 
any other teftacious fubftance. It may be 
alio exhibited ia a decodion, broth, ptllan, 
or apozem ; or thirdly, it may be made in- 
to a fyrup, by making a ftrong decoction 
of it, reducing the iame to the coniiilence 
of a fynip, with a fufficient quantity of 
fugar. It may be given in this form with- 
out danger, to two drams, or half an ounce. 
■ The fecond remedy recommended by Mr. 
Boyle-, is much preferable, which is aifo ex- 
tolled by Mr. Rawly. Yet it is no infallible 
medicine in this cafe. It is the Juice of 
penny-royal exprefTed, adding to each fpoon- 
I fill fome fugar-candy. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the Diarrheas of Infants. 

A MONG the diforders of the lower-belly 

incident to children, Diarhceas, Rup~ 

■ tures and i^orms, are the moft frequent, I 

^ fhall begin this article with Diarbaas, in 

which two elTential tlungs are to be re- 

L 4 marked. 
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marked, i. Too frequent evacuations of the 
content'? of the inteftines. And, 2. Their too 
great fluidity. ; 

Differences. The di&rences are 
principi^lly deduced irom two heads, i. The 
nature of tlie evacuated matter. 2. The 
quality and xiature of the fymptoms which 
attend the diforder. 

As to tlie nature of the evacuations, a 
Diarrbcea is of four fpecies. j. Stercoral. 
2. Ccrijac. 3. Lienteric. And, 4. Dyfenteric. 

I. 'X\iz .Surcoral Diarrhiza is that wherein 
the fceces liave uUapil: the fame confiftencei 
jis in -* natural_ili\te J _but witli fome cliangc 
in.taeit; otlier qualities. This change of the 
forces is fourfold J i. argillacious, or of p 
grey or whitifli colour. 2. greenifh, alnioft 
lilce leeks. 3. yellowiili, or bilious, and, 4. 
vifcid, without any mixture of blood. 

II. The aeliac Diarhcca is that wherein 
the patient difcharges. by ftool, a milky, 
whitirti humour, which is nothing elfe but a 
chyle which could not enter the lafteals. 

in. The Lienteric Diarrhea is that 
wherein tlie aliments are evacuated juH as 
taken, almoft without any alteration; it is 
perfeft when the aliments undergo no ^ce- 
^ipn, and Imperfeift when a little changed. 
■ IV. 
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IV. Tlie Dyfcnfcric Diarrbaa is that 
wherein'ahiuody vifcid matter is difcharged; 
but. we are to guard agaiiift taking the he- 
morrhoidal ■ biotxi, which ibmetimes flows 
£om the iicmorriaoidai veins in the reftum; 
for a dylentcric flux. 

-As to the quality of the fymptoms of 
thefe fluxes in general, whence fome dif- 
ferences may be deduced, tlicy are, i. with 
or without coUc pains, &c. 2. they are colli- 
quative, or not. They are attended with 
colliquation, when inveterate, and when a 
flow fever fupervenes, or is the caufe of the 
flux, as in the phthifis, but not colliqua- 
tive, when there is no fever, as in the be- 
ginning, when the fever does not produce 
tliem. 

Causes. The general caufes of thefe 
fluxes are, as we remarked, i . the too fre- 
quent evacuations of the different fubflances 
contained in the inteftines. 2. their too great 
fluidity. 

The caufes of the frequent evacuations am 
not, as the vulgar imagine, the too great re- 
laxations of the inteftines, Gff. whereby they 
are incapable to retain their contents ; and 
<:onfequently let them flip out as faft as they 
prclcnt 
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prefeat ihemfclves. This I own would 
iiave a plaufible foundation, if the inteftinal 
canal was ftrait and perpendicular, like a 
cyiindiiacl tube. But aootamy teaches us 
the contrary ; for we find that the inteftines 
are virioufiy folded, and complicated; fa 
that their contents fhould lodge the longer in 
them in confequence of their relaxation. Be- 
fides the fceces having a traidency to defcend 
by their proper weight, could never in this 
cafe do fo, for want of fufficient force in the 
inteftines ; confequently this relaxation is chi- 
merical ; wherefore we muH feek for a nK«rc 
adequate caufe of the fi-equent ftools, which 
I imagine confifts in the too ftrong and ac- 
celerated contrat^ons of the inteftines. This 
depends, i. on the acrimony of their con- 
tents, whereby they are irritated, and thrown 
into this contradion, in conjundion with 
the fympathetic contraflion of the other 



organs 



; intended to exclude tlie fasces, &c. 
The too great fenfibiltity of tliefc oi^ns 
which has the fame eifed, though the con- 
tents of the inteftines be as in the natural 
ftate. 3. Tlie concurrence of both theife 
cauics. Before we enter into a detail of 
thefc caufcs, we fliall examine tlic nature of 
the 
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the fceces, chyle, &c. and enquire how they 
become (o acrimonious as to produce thefe 
fluxes. The fceces then are nothing elfe, 
but the remainder of the digefted aliments, 
which by their coarfenefs, could not enta: 
the ladleals, or to fpeak more diftindtiy, they 
are the dregs of the digefted aliments, mix- 
ed with die excrementious parts of the bile, 
gaftric, pancreatic, and inteftinal juices. The 
chyle, on the contrary, is the moft fluid 
elaborated part, and if I may fay, the quin- 
tefience of all thefe, which enters the lacleals, 
quitting the above - mentioned remainder. 
Now the fceces may become acrid, i. By 
the acrimony of the bile, pancreatic, gaftric, 
and inteftinal juices, and the degree of this 
acrimony, will be in proportion to that of 
the blood, whence thefe juices are fupplied. 
Thus in flow fevers, (Sc. the ftEces are acri- 
monious, becaufe the blood is fo. 2. The acri- 
mony of the fcEces, &c. may be produced by 
indigeftions. 3. The two great fenfibility of 
the digeftive organs may depend on their in- 
tenfe heat or beginnging inflamation. This is 
theefFetS, r. Of the acrimony of the indigeft- 
cd humours, &c. which by the conilriflion ii 
produces 
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produWS'in (he inteftines, ftops or retards 
the courfe of the blood in theft: organs, fo 
that the effk&i of one fimple caufe of this 
flu*, may in it) turn, become a real raufe 
6f it. 2. The various viciffitudes of the air, 
as ftidden and frequent changes from heat to 
cold, or the contrary; whence our blood is 
as frecnently rarified and condenfcd, jufl as 
it happens in the liquor of a thermcmieter, 
which mounts and falls according to the de- 
greed of heat and cold. A third caufe may 
be tlie combination of both thefe. 

As the caufes hitherto mentioned, are 
common to adults and children, it m^iy be 
afked, why fliould the latter be more fubjeO: 
to thcfe fluxes than the former ? This dif- 
pofition then particularly in children who 
iuck, arifes, i. From their conftitution, and 
2. from their nurfe. As to their conftitution, 
if it be too delicate, they will be the more 
influenced by the leafl: changes of heat or 
cold, &c. and though the milk be good, yet 
they are fubjedt to indigeftions, &c. and conr 
fcqucntiy to thofe fluxes. As to the nurfe, 
though flie be liealthy, and found ; yet, if 
flie commlt.i the leaft cxcefs in drinking, eat- 
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the infant will be immediately injured, be^ 
caufe her milk is changed by thefe irrcgur- 
larities. Befides the pains, watchings^ fever, 
&.C.. of the infant, will produce the. fame 
eiFeiSt. Thefe caufes are tranlitory. The njoft 
common and permanent are, i. Too new 
or recent breaft milk, which by its acefcent 
quality, and too great fluidity, diipoies the 
infant to this flux. 2. Too old milk> by iu 
ipiflitude and difficulty of digefl:ion,. wiU 
produce the flux. 3. If the nurfe bepregnant, 
the fame eflfedt will follow. The other 
caufes of indigeftions of weaned infants, par- 
ticularly are, i. The too great quantity, of 
aliments which they devour without any 
order or rule. 2. The abufe of fweet, iixgar- 
tdy&c. meats. 3. Wine. 4. Fruits, ©"^-j . 

In the next place we come to the fecond 
of the general caufes, 'viz. The preternatural 
fluidity of the fcece^. The caufes of this are, 
I . The excefllve fecretion of the pancreatic, 
intcfl:inal and other juices, in confequence 
of fome fl:imuius in their oreans. 2. The ac- 
celerated perillaltic motion of the inteftines, 
whereby the chyle is fo fpeedily propelled,, 
that it has not time enough to enter, or be 
abforbed by the lacSleal veflels. Befidcs the 

conftricuoft 
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conftriflion of the inteftinal fibres in 
cafe, has fo obftnided the orifices of 
la<5teal veins, that they can hardly abforb 
chyle. The particular caufes of each of the 
preceding fluxes deferve our attention in the 
next place, wherefore, 

I. The ftercoral flux depends on bad di- 
geftions in the ftomach, and the want of a 
due mixture of the bile with the chyle in 
the duodenum, as we obferve in all ob- 
ftraftions of the liver. In this cafe, the 
fcEces will be greylfh, argillacious, or whitifh. 
Befides thefe caufes, the fceces are rendered 
whitirti in children by the breaft milk j 
and by a redundance of bile they will be 
yellowifli. But if the irritation be intenfe 
enough to leparate the lining of the guts, 
by their flrong and repeated contraftions, 
without rupturing any fmall veflel, the flux 
in this cafe will be vifcid or mucous. The 
fame thing may be faid of fome purgatives, 
which gripe and caufe pain, for they difen- 
gafTc alfo the inteftinal mucus. 

II. In the next place, an indigeftion, 
whence refults a vifcid chyle, which cannot 
confcqnently enter the lafteals ; or the ex- 
ceflive acceleration of the perlftaltic motion, 

whereby 
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whereby the chyle is hurried off too ilidden- 
\y i or finally the obftrudion of the melcn- 
teric glands, or lafteal veins. All thefe will i J 
retain the chyle in the inteftiiis, and produce! » 
« celiac flux. -t 

III. If the ftomach and intcftins are fu-, 
perficially inflamed, they precipitate the 
ahments before they can be digeftcd, whence^! 1 
a hentery will fupervene. i. 

IV. If the intefliins are inflamed, ulcerated, \ 
Or excoriated, and fome blood veflels ruptur-*il 
ed, a dyfentery will happen ; and we can-t 
judge of the coniiftence, colour, &c. of tholi 
blood, fo as to determine whence it comcs^rl 

If you want to know more of the tJieoryu I 
and cure of thefe fluxes, fee them explainetli 
in the diforders of the lower belly. 

Diagnostics. The flux in general iss^ I 
foon difcovered by the frequent llools, ajid^.-f 
their too great fluidity. The infpedtion ofiJ 
the fceces will alfo inform you of the fpcciesS) I 
of the flux : whether they be colliquative or#l 
not, the prefence or abfence of a flow ie\'e 
will demonftrate. 

Prognostics. The Progncflici 
general are very bad, efpecially with regard--" 
to children ; and of tlie m^ny .liFeaed with 
• thefe 
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thefe fluxes, few efcape, particularly - in 
fouthern climates, where the humours are 
more exalted and acrid. But the prognoftic 
is various according to the particular circum-i 
ftances. For, i. a recent is lefs dangerous 
than an inveterate flux. 2. According to t|:iQ 
Ipecies, for a ftercoral is not fo dangerous as 
any other flux ^ and thofe of the colliqua-<t 
tive kind, are of all others the moft fetal J 
3. The fymptoms caufe fbme variety ; ibr 
the fluxes which are attended with many and 
violent fymptomSj^ as lofs of tafl:e, gripings^ 
&c. are more dangerous than fuch as have, 
few and flight fymptoms. 4. According to 
the patient's age, for thefe fluxes are more 
iatal in very young and tender fubjeds, than' 
in fuch as are farther advanced, becaufe the 
former are lefs able to bear the weaknefs and 
other misfortunes which thefe fluxes bring- 
on. 5. According to the nature of the caufe.* 
for a traniitory caufe is lefs to be apprehended*, 
than a permanant one; thus worms, den-^ 
tition, crinones, ^c. are lefs dangerous, than- 
an inflamrnation, ulceration, &c. of the' 
flomach or guts. 

Cure. Few medicines are employed in • 
thefe diforders, both becaufe of the delicate 

conflitutioxit 
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nftitutions of children, and the repugnance 

(they have to drugs ; fo diat a proper regimen 

"is the only thing a phyfician can depend on. 

I. Therefore a fuitable diet ihould be 
f refcribed. If the infant fucks, part of his 
milk Ihould be retrenched, and its equality 
carefully examined : if it be not godd, tlie 
nurfe fliould be treated with proper remedies. 
If the child be weaned, he fhould abftain 
from his pap, flefh meat, &c. and muft be 
confined to a little foupe, which fliould be 
very light, for meat foupes, fuch efpecially 
.as are fat, are very fubjecl to putrifadion, 
wherefore fome pot-herbs Ihould be boiled 
dierein ; you may alfo add the yolk of an 
egg to the foupe, or fimple broth. _ ; 

II. After thefe remedies, you proceed to • 
purgatives, or emetics ; the lail: of which are 
generally the moft efficacious : But they are 
to be ordered principally when the patient is 
inclined to vomit, and when his flomach is 
over-charged. Purgatives are ufeful in tlie „, 
dyfentery, efpecially the Ipecacuana i becaufe ^■ 
it evacuates, and at the fame time attenuates 
the vifcid and mucous humours. It may be 
ordered from two to ten grains, according 
to the infant's age^ beginning always rather 

M by 
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by an half, than a foil dofe ; and if the firft 
docs not operate, you may the more fafcly. 
proceed to a ftronger ; you nwy order by 
the fame gradation and caution, the fllbiated 
tartar. Among the purgatives, rhubarb fhoiild 
be principally employed if the. patient's age 
can bear it. As thefe remedies are the mofl: 
efficacious in thefe fluxes, they ihould be 
now and then repeated. 

III. After purgatives, we are to order, 
mild ftomachics, as the confedlions of alker- 
nies, that of hyacinth, and the theriaca, to 
12, 15, or 20 grains. The two firft fliould 
be exhibited in the morning, and the theri^ 
aca at night, becaufc of the laudanum it con- 
tains, wliich difpofes the patient to reft 5 or 
the following ftomachics may' be employed 
as' myrrh, or maftichs, to 3 or 4 grains, or . 
oriental iaffion, which is anodyne and fto- 
machicat the fame time. 
IV. After the ftomachics, abforbents are pre-i . 
fcribed, as are alfo aftringents, as crabbs eyes, 
or harts -horn, to eight grains twice a-day, 
Thefe abforbents may be. combined with a- 
ftringents in the form of bolufes, eledtuaries, 
&c. \ylth i}"rap of myrrh, or that of quia- 

ces. 

. V. If 
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V. If all thefe remedies be ftill employ- 
ed in vain, and the patient is very much gri- 
ped, narcotics are to be prefcribed, milder, 
or ftronger, according to the child's age. 

As to bleeding, it is commonly ufelels In 
thefe fluxes. But if the pains be very violent, 
it may be inftituted, drawing more or left 
blood, according to the patients age, Hrength, 



Finally, anodyne clyfters fliould be pre- ' 
icribed ; they are made of the decodtion of 
tripes, or of veal, and the oil of fvveef al- 
nionds, or a decoftion of mullein, in which 
is boiled a poppy-head, or they may be" 
made of whey and brown fugar. ^ 
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CHAP. XIX. 

' O/'RupTUREE, andjirjl of the Umbilical'' 

Rupture. 

.0 

' 'TTHESE are divided into ruptures by^' 

' diflocation, and ruptures by congeftion. ■ 

The former are ruptures properly fpealdng, 

and are produced either by the epiploon, or 

omentum, or the intefliues, or by both. Tiie 

M 2 £ra 
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firfl fpecies or ruptures by diflocation, is two- 
fold, 'viz. umbilical and inguinal 5 which latter 
ia alfo two-fold, 'viz. annular and crural j 
the former in the annuli or ringlets of the 
abdominal mufcels, the latter under the arch 
which they make by their aponeurofis in the ■ 
groin. The rupture by congeftion is called 
Hydrocele 3 and moft commonly in the tuniga ; 
vaginalis of the tefticles, this water is colled:- •. 
ed. To thefe ruptures I fhall add an account 
ol the ani procidentia, or falling down of the- 

anus. . . - 

. Thefe diforders j have fuch an analogy 
with each other, that my explication of them 
fhall be very brief. 

I. 'Tis fufficiently certain, that there is a 
pafiage in the navel for the umbilical veflels 
to entertain the circulation betwixt the in- 
fant and placenta. This aperture is com- 
monly jciofcd foon- after the infant's birth: . 
but it fometimes ,remains dilated, and {o 
eafily yields, that feveral fpecies of ruptures 
may follov/, all \yjiich are called in general" • 
Omphalocele ; but if die epiploon aione forms 
the tumour, it is calkd Efiplo^omp&alocele*,'' 
if the intcCilns^hn/iyEniero'omphjj^locek; if the... 

inteflins . 
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inteftins and Epiploon form the tumor, 
called Entero-epiplocele. _ 

Causes. We (hall now enquire into th'e 5 
caufes which produce thefe ruptures, or rathaf] 
invefligate the caufes of the dilatation of thej 
navel. Some children then have this rupturt 
naturally through the largenefs of the uni"-* 
bilical veffels, in confequence of which itcai 
never be well clofed. Some have this diff-T 
pofition accidentally, by the weak and bad j 
ligature of the umbilical chord. Some aUfii'j 
have their mufcuU reBi fo far feparated^ th^ 
the Unea alba is left without refiftance, par-g 
ticularly about the navel, fo that the epiplooft 
and inteftins eafily force it irom its natura 
fituation. But thefe predifponent caufes aris3 
not fufficient to produce an Omphalocele,}. 
without the efficient caufes, among which.! 
may be reckoned particularly the infant's^ 
cries, coughing, &c. which prefs the con- 
tents of the abdomen, and force them to 
inclme where they find the leaft refiftance. 
Nay, if the efficient caufes be very intenfe, 
they may produce the diforder in aduItSj 
without the concurrence of any predifponcn^ 
(;aufe. 
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Symptoms 
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Symptoms. The iymptoms of tlils 
fpecics of rupture are palpable; for it begins 
with a fmiJl tumour gradually augmenting 
to the bulk of the fiH, the fame caufe fHIl 
fubfifting. Befides the tumour, the patient 
has alfo pain in the affedted part, and more 
frequently over all the abdomen, from the dif- 
tradion of the parts with which the epiploon 
or intcllins are coionefted. If the tumour is 
caufed by the epiploon, the pain is in the 
upper part of the abdomen j if by the In- 
teftins, the pain is lower, from tlie diftraftion 
of the mefentery, which is fituated lower 
than the epiploon. If the inteftins are pinch- 
ed in the paflage, the fceces are intercepted, 
and an iliac paflion fupervenes. If the e- 
piploon and inteftins are pinched togctlier, 
ail intiammation and gangrene may follow. 

Diagnostics. The diagnoftics of 
the nipture in general are manifeftj but the 
rupture produced by the epiploon, fiiould 
be diftingullhed from that produced by the 
inteftins, in order tomake a juft prognoftic. 
If tlie tumour be foft and uneven, the e- 
piploon is the caufe ; but if it be harder and 
fmoother, it is produced by the inteftins. It 
i&j&evenhclcfs of more Importance to know 
if 
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if there be a ftranguktion. This is diicov- 
ered by the difficulty the furgeon finds of 
reducing the contents of the rupture ; for if 
it be eafily reduced, as it is commonly in 
children, the parts are not pinched, 

Prognostics. If the difpkced paPEs 

are timely reduced and retained, the rupturcJ 

is fbon cured in children ; for of ten, niriej 

commonly efcape, becaufe the parts growJ 

ftrong by age, and the dilation is fiUedup, M 

Cure. By railing the patient's thighsJ 

higher than his breaft, the tumour being! 

held by the left hand, and gently reduced J 

by the right, the operation is foon performed I 

in children. If the operator finds the re- J 

duSion more difficult, let him employ e-^ 

moUient fomentations, and tlien return to9 

the operation as before. The parts beingJ 

. reduced, the patient fhould keep his bed, ifj 

"'pofiible, for thirty or forty days; for this isl 

more efficacious than the bandage j though 1 

r'the latter Jhould be alfo employed ; and let J 

I the button of the bandage be always larger 1 

'than the paflage ; otherwife it would be apt 1 

\ to enter it, and keep it always dilated. Bc-j 

kj fides thefe precautions, aftringent remedies' 

ihould be employed, as the rupture plairtcr 
/ M 4 ^vhich 
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which is ufeflil in all ruptures ; or make a 
cataplafm of the roots of comfi-ey, reduced 
to a loft pulp under hot afties. There is no 
^ need of changing the former very often ; but 
the latter lliould be changed every twelve 
hours. As to the deccdtions proper for this 
indication, I (hall fpeak of them under the 
inguinal hernia. The infant muft be hinder- 
ed by all means from crying, coughing, Gfc. 



CHAP, XX. 

Of the Hernia Incuinalis and 
Crural IS. 

T N the hypogaftrium there are two parts, 
which are in particular weaker than any 
of the reft, viz. the annuli or ringlets, which 
are chiefly formed by the obliquus magnus 
of the abdomen, and the other formed by 
tfie aponeurofis of this mufcle, which is fup- 
ported at one fide by the ofla pubis, and afe 
the other by the ofla iliaj fo that according 
to their height die arch is proportionally 
large. Under this, pafs the crural veflels, 
nerves, Gft:, Through the annuli, pals the 
fper- 
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fpermatic veflels, the vafa deferentia, and the 
lymphatic veffels of the lellicles in men: 
but in womenj the Ugamenta rotunda of the 
uterus, &c. pafs through the fame annu'i. 

Thefe paflages, as well the annuU as the 
arch, are naturally filled up with their re- 
fpedllve veflels j but in feme, thefe paflages 
may be too wide, or the aponeurofis and 
other parts too weak; fo that they eafily 
yield to any confiderable impulfe, as by the 
compreflion of th? lower belly in crying, 
laughing, t^c. but more fi-equently in chil- 
dren than in adults, the reafon of which is 
fufficiently evident. 

The rupture through the annuli is called 
hubonocele, which is imperfedt, when the 
impelled parts are ftill about the paflage j 
but perfed when they defcend into the 
fcrotum. Both thefe fpecies receive various 
names from the nature of tlieir contents. If 
it be the epiploon, the rupture is called 
epiphcele ; if the intefUns, it is n:iined entcr- 
ocele ; or snUro-epipkceh if both. 

As to the hernia cmfalis, it is fubjeifl to liap- 

pen in the above-mentioned arch, when this 

is too large, for the rcafons already given, or 

when the aponeurofis is too weak ; for here 

are 
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are no flefliy fibres. In theie cafes, any 
tompreflion almoft of the abdomen, >fvill 
give rife to a rupture in this paflage. 

Symptoms. The fymptoms of both 
thefe ruptures are much the fame as in the 
preceeding cafe. A fmall tumour gradually 
augmenting, appears in the groin, annuli or 
fcrotum ; a dull pain in the abdomen from 
the diftraftion of its contents, and in the 
paflage from its preternatural dilatation. AH 
thefe may happen with of without any 
ftrangulation of the inteftins. If the volume 
of the inteftins or epiploon be great, or the 
paflage very narrow, they will be pinched, or 
the foeces will be intercepted, and a gangrene 
may enfue. 

Diagnostics. The.rupture either at 
the annuli, or crural areh, is immediately 
difcovered by the fight or touch ; the other 
diagnoftic5 are the iame as in the preced- 
ing fpecies of rupture. 

Prognostics. This diforder is rarely 
dangerous, if the inteftins be not pinched ; 
but in this cafe, the illiac paflion, gangrene, 
and death may fupervene. 

Cure. In adults, the operation is re- 

quifite^, but feldom or never in children, 

through 



I 
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through the weak and yeildiiig texture of 
their foUds. Therefore the rupture is to be 
reduced in both the prefent cafes, in the 
manner mentioned in the hiernia tmibilicalis. 
But if this cannot be done without difficuhy, 
let the tumour be fomented as in the above 
cafe J nay, if the refiftance be ftill grCiit, the 
phyiician may order venefcetion, and aii 
anodyne cataplafm to prevent inflammation. 
The parts being reduced, they are to be re- 
tained by a proper bandage. That common- 
ly intended for children hxhcSpica. But as 
it fhould be frequently renewed, being very 
fubjedt to become dirty, fo fome prefer the 
ordinary bandage of adults, which is fur- 
niihed with a kind of ball or button, to 
comprefs and ftrengthen the pailage : but 
this is fit only for children who walk, and 
are pretty old. Befides thefe precautions, 
the child fhould keep his bed for forty days, 
nor ihould he cry, leap, &c. To the rupture 
may be alfo applied the plaillcr againft the 
rupture, or the above-mentioned cataplafm 
of comfrey. The patient fhould alfo take 
fome ailringent fti-engthening remedies in- 
ternally, asaglafsof the decoftion of rupture 
wort, or folomon's feal, or two oimccs of 
their 



^ 
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their juices, to which add a little fugar or 
lyrup. Six ounces of their idecoiSion may 
be exhibited. 

The powders of thefe aftringents may be 
alfo exhibited, or the powder of tonnentill 
root, all which are gentle aftringents. Thefe 
are given in the patient's foup, broth, pap, 
Kr. But a remedy which is much more 
efficacious th^n all thefe, and which has 
done miracles in this cafe, is, dulcified fpirit 
of fait, given in the patient's ptifan, till it is 
gratefully acid, or to five drops only to 
younger children. Another celebrated fpeci- 
iJc in tliis diforder, and which is met with in 
the works of moft modern French phyficians, 
is the remedy of the prior of Cabriaire, with 
which he is faid to have cured vaft numbers 
of ruptures ; but thefe great efFeds are, I be- 
lieve chymerical, and the fame of his re- 
medy is rather owing to the ignorance of 
thofe who ufed it, than to its real efficacy ; 
for in the provinces of France wliere this 
is moftly in efleem, every patient ftrives to 
conceal this imperfcdion, under the colour 
of an efledlual cure ; for fear of miiling a 
good wife or hulband. 

CHAP. 



of CHILDREN. 



CHAP. XXI. 

Of the Rupture ^^ congefton, or of the \ 
Hydrocele. 



np HIS is a watery tumour moft com-' 
monly feated in the fcrotum, or be--*] 
twixt this and the tefticles, but is no genu-T 
iije rupture. The only tumour of this kind,- 
which merits tlie name of an hernia. Is a - 
coliedtion of water in the tunica vaginalis of^ 
the tefticles. In order to explain this tu- 
mour, it will be neceflary to give a fliort 
delcription of thefc parts. The tunica vagi- 
nalis then is naturally very finootli on its in- 
ternal furface, nor does it adhere to the 
tefticles but on its pofterior part, or on the 
epididymides or paraftata; ; but it gently 
touches on the furface of the tefticles in all 
its other parts j fo tliat it may be compared 
to thepleui'a with reg.ird to the lungs, Be- 
twixt this and the tefticles, or their proper 
coat, is tecerned a final! quantity of fenim, 
which is intended to lubricate them, and fa- 
[ cilitate their motion j but this fenim in the 
natural 
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natural ftate is abforbed in the fanie propor- 
tion in whicH it Is fecemed. In this cafe, on the 
contrary, it is more abundantly fecerned than 
abforbed; asalfuln t\\^ pneumatocele. Hence 
this ferum is coIletSed by degrees, till it forms 
a feniible tumour; fo that the caufesof the 
diforder are all fuch circumftances as hinder 
tJie abforption of this ferum, and thefe arc 
various ; as, I . A bandage which comprefles 
the fpermatic veH'els, fo that the return of 
the lyttip^ of the tefticles is impeded. 
2. OblVudioiis iii the glands of the groin, 
or in thofe which are placed about the 
fpermatic vcffels ; whereby thcfe are com- 
preffed, or the pafiage of the lymph through 
thefe glaads obftnicled. 3. The varices of 
the veliis inthe corpm pampiniforme, which 
is conipofed of many complications of the 
fpermatic- veins; Thefe varices happen 
througii the weaknefs of thefe veflels, and 
hanging down of the tefllcles by the relax, 
ation, or inactivity of the mufculus cremafter, 
or by t!ie conftant cries of the infant, where- 
by the abdomen is continually comprefled. 

Symptoms. No fymptom is more re- 
markable or worth our notice in this dif- 
order, tlian the tumour of the fcrotum, 
which 
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L 'wihich continually augments, particularly in. 
the anterior and inferior part of the tunica, 
vaginalis, for it's adhefion to the poilerior, 
part of the teilicle, hinders the growth o£[ 
, the tumoiir in that place. . 

Diagnostics. An hydrocele is eafily. 
difcovered by the fight and touch. It i&, 
diftinguiflied from a pneumatocele by its,,, 
freedom from pain and weight; for the:lattec:t 
tumour is light and elaftic. , ^-, 

Prognostics, This dilbrder Jb notft, 
■ only dangerous, but commonly incurible,. 
in adults, in whom nothing but the operair. ,. 
tion, or an incifion of the fcrotum and tUn,,, 
' nica vaginalis, in all its Iqngth, is of any; 
ieryice ; that by this means, the fuppuration 
of thofe parts may be excited, and the ad^,- , 
hefion of the tunica vaginalis to the proper 1 
coat of the tefticle procured, whereby otheij-v 
colle<5tipns of ferum betwixt both m.-iy be ,, 
H^ prevented. But In children, this is not ne- ^ 
^^cefTary; for mors gentle methods will r&».-, 
^F move, their hydrocele. For this end, let ,;j 
^■'.them be purged with fome brillc catli^ics,-,^ 
as cornachins powder, ortliat of jalap, if the,,,| 
paticnt'sage can bear ihcm: if not, letit be ;. 
done with the pm'gative fyrup. Then let ' 
him 
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him drink of the deco(9ion of china, which 
will prove a gentle diuretic. In the next 
place^ the tefticles fhould be corroborated 
by external applications, with difcutients in -. 
the beginning, gradually afcending to aftrin- 
gents, wherefore begin with camphorated 
aqua vitae, with an addition of lime-water, 
or fal. ammoniac. In thefe you may dip a 
linen cloth, and apply it to thie affedted part " 
or rather foment the part with the fame by ' 
the help of a fponge. For wanf of thefe re- 
medies, you may employ the following re- ' 
folvents, viz. Chamomile, rue, &c. which ^ 
you may boil in brandy, or wine, and fo- 
ment the tefticles therewith. 

If the preceding remedies are inefFeftual, 
order aftringents, as red- wine, in which you 
boil red rofes, flowers of mallows, or balau- 
ftines, &c. A cataplafm may be alfo made of ' 
refolutive fubftances boiled in* red wine, to 
which you add oxymel two ounces, to every 
caQplafm ; or it may be made of bran boiled 
in the above aftringment deCoftion; thus 
you combine your refolutives and aftring- 
ments together. Thefe are commonly fuffi- 
cient, along with the patient's age, which as 
it advances, ftrengthens his Body. But if the 

tumour 
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tumour ftill fubfifts, no other refource re- 
mains, but the pundtion, which is perform- 
ed with the lancette in children, and with 
the trocar in adults. By the help of the 
former fuppuration, and the adhefion of the 
tunica vaginalis to Hie proper coat of the 
tcfticles are procured. When tlie wound is 
once cicatrized, make ufe once more of the « 
aftringent decodions to ftrengthen the part, 
^d put an end to the cure. 



CHAP. XXII. 

^ ibe Ani Procidentia; or, falling 
down of the Ativ s. 

H E anus fometimes iails down to four, 
and fometimes to twelve inches io 
length. The good women fay, that fo much 
the wliole inteilin fills out. But repeated 
ifervations prove, that the internal coat 
only of the rc<fhim, is loft. Anatomical 
difleiflions prove, that this coat is much long- 
er than the reft ; nav, that it is three times 
longer than the other coate of the intef- 
tins; for it is full of folds or convolutions, 
id loofdy adliering to the tk-fhy coat, bc- 
N iu^ 
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ing conneded to it only by fome^efTels, and 
a few nervous ^and ;Carnoiis fibres : fb that ib 
moves on the flefby coat, almoft like tliA 
ikin on the penis. . This being certain, k is 
inanifeft, that this coat naay fall down ; i^ 
I. It be too lax. 2. If a propidfive cadfe 
ad:s upon it ; for it is relaxed by all fluxes^ 
as diarrheas, dyfenteries, &c. through die 
great quantity of ferum vs^hich in them U 
difcharged. In the lame difbrders we alfo 
difcover the propulfi ve cau& by the fi-equeof: 
efforts the patient makes in going to ftool, 
which is dib obfervaHe in rfie tenefmus. 

Infants are the joiore fubjcifl: to this pror 
lapfus ani, in proportion as they are more 6t 
lefs afflicted with fluxes, efpecially fuch chil* 
jdren as are of a weak lax habit of body, and 
iiich. as have the internal coat of the redtum 
very, thick, long> and full of folds. For 
thefe reafons, fome children are fo v;cry fub^ 
]pSt to this diforder, that by the leail afFcttt, 
the inteftin appears j whilft ojihers, by mu4^ 
ibronger efforts are never affe<^^ with it. 

Symptoms. As to the fymptoms c€ 
tlie prolapfus ani, they are very few, efpecially 
if the inteflin be fpeedily reduced^ which is 
done with great eafe. But if it reraiains too 

long 
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ig out of its place, the blood may ftag- 

te in it through the interception of circu- • 
and an inflammation and gangrene 
piay happen. Befides the inteftin is diffi- 
culty reduced, if it remains in that ftate for 
a confiderable time. 

Diagnostics. Thefe figns are ma- 
nifeft ; for all the good-women will fpare 
the phylician the pains of learning the pre- 
fence of the diforder, by his own infpedtion 

touch. 

Prognostics. The prokpfus ani is 
Taiely dangerous, lince it is commonly re- 
moved without remedies. But if by delay 
the inteftin be flill expofed, and becomes 
inflamed, fcirrhous, &c. the diforder is veH 
ly dangerous. I fhall fpeak only of the cure 

the former cafe, omitting thefe of the lat-. 
or inflammed, or fcirrhous difpofitiou 

the inteftin. 

Cure. I. The caufes of the prolapfus 
fliould be removed, viz. the tcnefmus, 
^rrhea or dyfentery, &c. nor fliould pur- 
itives be exhibited, if they may be pofii- 
bly avoided ; for they augment the diforder, 
for the fame reafons,' that the tcnefmus, &c. 
do, or if purgatives are abfokitely neceffary, 
let them be very rarely ufed. 
I N 
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II, Let the inteftine be fomented wiA 
warm red wine very frequently, in order to 
prevent inflammation and gangrene : then: 
the inteftine is to be replaced, and the pa- 
tient fhould be hindered from making any 
great efforts at ftool ; nor fhould he fit over 
a clofe-ftool ; or perforated chair ; becaufe 
tliey contribute to prefs out the inteftin. -"If 
a more vulnerary fomentation than the for* 
mer be requifite, it may be* made of a- dc- 
codlion of St. John's wort, or Jerufalem bait. 
Then you may proceed to aftringents when 
the part is reduced 5 fuch are a decoftiori of 
balauftines, cyprefs-nuts, galls, fanders and 
red rofes, boiled in red wiiie^ or forge^-v^- 
ter ; in which compreffcs may be dipt, and 
applied to the fundament, in order to ifbr- 
tify the fphinfter ani, and procure a radical 
cure. The fame things may be alfo con- 
veyed into the reftum, ^ to ftrengtiieh its 
tone; or a fuppofitory niay be made. of 
poi\''der of balauflines, or" fed rofes, or ' the 
other aftringents abovementioned, " with ho- 
hey, &c. 

Wliilfl thefe are applied externilly, the 
patient may drink of the decodtioa.of rup- 
ture-wort y or what is more fpecific, and 

more 
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f ^more in vogue for its gentle aftringence in 
this cafe, is a decoftion of brunella. 

Thus the diforder is generally cured:-. 
but if it exceeds a fimple prolapfus, by the 
fiammation, Gfc. which afFedt the fallen 
inteflin, you are to order an anodyne cata- 
plaiin, as one made of crumbs of bread, 
and from thence gradually proceed to the. I 
crumbs of bread, boiled in red wine, i 
patient keeping his bed for forty days. HA 
the part be in danger of a gangrene, let it ] 
be fcarified, and the antlfeptic remedies em- 
ployed. If the mortification ftill fpreads, 
the internal coat of the redum ihould be ■ 
cut off; for the operation has been often , 
performed in fuch cafes with great fuccefs : 
then throw up feme atlringent injeftions,, 



CHAP. XXIII. 

0/ W O R M S. 

VT 7 O R M S are more frequently ob- 
ferved in infants, than in adults; 
confequently they may be accounted amolig j 
■ the difordcrs of the former. 

N .^ Our 
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. Our knowledge, I-own, is very much- 
confined, with refped to the phyfi*^ 
cal caufes of the generation of worms, 
and all other animals : but what regards 
the praftice of medicine in thefc cafes is 
pretty certain. 

One of the moft undoubted dbrcumjOiance^ 
and which is attefted by fercral of the beft 
obfervations, is, that thefe worms are of 
four fpecies ; i. round and long worms 5 
2. round and mort ones ; 3. long and flat 
worms J 4. flat and (hort ones. The firft 
are whitifh, and like earth-worms ; whence 
they are alfo called lumbrici i they are fold- 
ed, and commonly obferved in the inteftlns, 
and fometimes in the ftomach. The feconc^ 
fpecies are called afcarideSy which lodge uu 
the folds of the reftum : they are very like 
the worms engendred in cheefe, and othep 
putrefied fubftances. The third Ibecies of 
worms is called tenia^ or vermes fafciarity 
from their likencfe to a ribbon. They arc 
fometimes half a yard long, and feem ta 
be compofed of many fedlions : but they 
are not to be confounded with the vermes 
folttariiy of which immediately. The te- 
nia is very rarely obferved in men, but fre- 
' quendy 
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^ quently in dogs, &c. The fourth fpecies 
are called cucurbitini : they are Ihorti flat, 
and are frequently difcharged. They have a 

»very' particular conformation of their body j 
ibr at one fide they have four crochets, and 
at the other they have four fmall cavities, 
correfponding to the crochets ; fo that they 
feize a worm at one fide, and are grapled 
by another on the oppofite fide. For thefe 
reafons we fometimes obferve above three 
hundred of thefe vrorms to form one con- 
tinued chain, vfhich feems to be only one 
worm, of perhaps ten feet in length ; whence 
it has been called by fome authors vermis 
JoUtarius, whilft it is compofed of many 
cucurbitini, each of which lives by its pro- 
per life, otherwifej four or five feet of the 
whole being extrafted, as fome have ob- 
ferved, the remainder fhould have perlflied. 

I But oblervations prove the contrary, Va- 
lifneri lias wrote one of the beft treatifes, t 
know, of worms, where we find this com- 
pofition of the cucurbitini, aflerted and pro- 
ved by feveral experiments. From what we 
have faid of this laft fpecies of worms, wilf 
plainly appear^ why the head and tail of this 
■ vermis folitarius were never obferved, though 
K N 4 it 
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it really has fuch, fince it is compofed of 
cuczirbitinij each of which has ..thefe parts. 
I do not choofe to give the name of vermis 
folitarius to this compofition of cucurbitiniy 
though it feems to have the requilite length, 
of fuch a worm 5 and if there be a genuine 
one, it is to be met with only in the iifh 
called a tench, or in dogs ; but never in 
xn^n. A very difficult queftion prefents it- 
felf here, viz. why many cucurbitini are 
inclofed in a kind of bag or purfe, and ex- 
cluded in that manner from the body 5 and 
how this bag is formed. As to the bag, I 
imagine it is formed of vifcid mucilaginous 
matter, ejedted by the worms, aod in which 
they wallow, fo that they are at laft furround- * 
cd with it. That it is rather a mucilaginous 
infpiffated matter, reduced to this form and 
confiftence, than a true membrane, feems 
to be proved by its texture, in which not 
one fibre is obferved. M. Valifneri is of 
opinion, that this bag is ingendred along with 
the worms : but this is uncertain. 

Causes. The antients attributed the 
origin of worms to putrefaftion ; but we 
may confidently affirm with the modemsj 
that all animals are produced from eggs ; and 

that 
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that in tl^ eggs, as in miniature, are con- 
tained their forms ; nor has corruption, fer- 
mentation, &c. any power in their pro- 
dudtion : but a more exquilite mechaniihi 15 
employed in their formation ; for we may 
as well fay with the Epicurean?, that the 
fortuitous concourfc of atoms has created 
the world, as that thefe animals are produced 
by putrefaftion, &c. Therefore nothing lefs 
than infinite wifdom has been employed in 
their creation. 

Wc are in the next place to obfcrve, that 
the eggs whence thefe animals fpring, pro- 
ceed likewifc from worms of tlie f ime kind, 
by the males of which they were alfo le- 
cundated. The fame thing may be alfo un- 
dcrftood of all other infects ; and the fame 
idea may be formed of the generation of all 
animals. But whence fpring thele eggs in 
the human body ? This is a difficulty which 
I don't pretend to explain ; only it is to be 
obferved, that fome animals, as the prefent, 
are engendred \vorms, and always retain 
that form ; oiliers, on the contrary, arc 
worms at their generation j but afterwards 
become volatils, as the butter-fly. 



flies, &c. 
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As to the Other |MU"ticulars which re-^ 
gard their generation, as why they fhouid be 
of various fpecies, as ktmbrici^ afcarides. Sec. 
their origin in the human body, (sic. I can 
tell you nothing certain t)f the matter. But 
what we have faid of their theory, will be 
liifRcient for the purpofes of praftice. 

In order to know what remedies will be 
ufeful, and how they fhouid aft in this dis- 
order, it win be necei&ry to obferve, diat 
for the generation of worms, are tsxxSbxy^ 
I. heat; 2. amoiftplace^ 3. that this hu- 
midity be fweet or infipid, mucilaginous or* 
vilcid, but not acrid. Where we, there- 
fore, meet with thefe three conditions, thcf 
fubjed: will be very proper for the gene- 
ration of worms. The firft and fecond 
conditions need no explication, and they 
arc to be met with in all fubjefts. But the 
third feems to make this diforder peculiar 
to children, in whom this condition is rarefy^ 
wanting, through the balfamic and Infipitf 
nature of all their humours, and their indr- 
geftions, which are commonly of the" fame' 
quality, of, as I may fay, acefcent. This 
difpolition is alfo induced by the abufe of 
fweet, mellow, and ripe fruit, as apricots. 
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figs, prunes, melons, cucumbers, &c. all 
■which yield a mucilaginous matter. Tiie 
fame thing may be laid of fugar, and all 
things feafoned therewith ; as alfo much 
milk, chefnuts, a fweet bile, &c. All thefe 
caufes will have more fenfible effeds on 
phlegmatic, bloated conftitutions, fuch as 
arc £it, have white hair, a very white and 
tender fkin, than on fuch children as have 
black hair, are of a red and frerti com- 
plexion, of a hot and robuft conftitution, 
&c. Infants, therefore, are more fubjeft 
to worms than adults, i. becaufe their bile 
is lefs acrid j 2. becaufe all their Indigelli- 
ons are fweet and infipid, or at moft accf- 
cent, as they cat too much ; but in adults 
all their jjidigeftions are more or lefs acrid. 
3. Infants eat more of fweet, fugai'd, and 
mucilaginous meats, and drink little wine, 
which is really an anthelmenthic, wherefore 
adults, who drink more plentifully of it 
than children, fuffer lefs by worms. From 
the foregoing explication we may alfo infer, 
that all women and girls are more difpofed 
to engender worms, than men and boys. 

Symptoms. I. Acid, or rather acef- 

cent erudations, whereby the very narfes 

com- 
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Commonly difcover worms. Thefe are pro- 
duced by the indigeftions of the patienL 
, U. Naufeas and loathing, from the re- 
laxation of the ftomach, and the infipid 
matter whereby it is lined. 

III. By the acefcent cruftatlons or va- 
pours, tiie pituitory membrane is irritated, 
whence fpring itching of the nofe, and forae- 
times fiieezing. 

IV. Copious fpitting, from the irritation 
of tlie mouth by the fame exhalations. 

V. The patient eats, drinks, and refts 
very little ; his afpetft is mournflil, and his 
eyes funk in his head. 

VI. A dry cough from the irritation of 
the larynx, by the vapours afcending from tlie 
ilomach. 

VII. Frequent yawning, from the lentor 
and fpiflitude of the blood through the indi- 
geftions, whence it ftagnates the more eafily 
in the lungs : therefore this fymptom Jiappens 
by fympathy, and is intended by nature to 
move the ftagoant humours. 

VIII. Hiccups, from the irritation of the 
fuperior orifrce of tlie ftomach. 

IX. By the contraftion of the liiteftbial 

fibres. 



of "CH'IL D R E N. 1^9 

fibres, is produced a liard fwelling of the ab- 
domen. 

X. A train of other fymptoms appears, 
as agitation, watchings, confuniption, and 
diarrhtea, through the Indigertions, tlie irri- 
tation of the inteftins, and the acceleration 
of their periftaltic motion ; whence the iil- 
concodted faeces are precipitated. Hence al- 
io fpring convulfions, or convutlive motions', 
■with a ihivering of the teeth, and this VC17 
frequently during the patient's fleep, through 
the fympathetic convuUion of the lower iaw. 
-Finally, an irregular erratic fever fupervencs, 
-attended with cold and hot fits : this fpringe 
from the indigeftions and irritations euufed 
bv the worms. 

Diagnostics, i. The exiftence of 
the diforder fhould be learned. 2. The 
fpecies of worms, particularly the lumbrici 
and afcarides ; the te)ila and cucurbitini be- 
ing very rarely met with in children. 

I. We havereafon to fufpcft the exiftence 
of the worms in general, if the patient is 
■accuftomed to void any of them j if he be 
pale, of a delicate complexion, and excr- 
cifes little, Gftr. on the conti-ary, we have 
no reafon to fulpcct worms if the patient be 
flrong. 
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ftrong, has black hair, a frerti colour, and 
exercifes much ; for all thefe denote the a^ 
crimony of his humours, which will b. 
hour no fuch infedts. In the next place, 
if the patient eats much of fweet-meats, and 
the other things above-mentioned, we have 
reafon to lliink he has worms. But the 
fymptoms which more immediately denote 
their exillence, are itching of the nofe, 
naufea, belching, &c. whereby the women 
aU'o know the diforder. This being once 
difcovered, the fpecies of the worms ftiould 
be in the next place learned. If they be 
afcarides, the patient feels troublefome fenf 
fations about the fundament, tenefums, C^c, 
but the fenfations are higher if they be lum- 
hrieit and all the fymptoms before -mention- 
ed appear, few or none of which are caufed 
by 'the>/rfl?vfl'fj. 

'Procnost ics. Indigeftjons produce 
feveral bad fymptoms in this diforder, befides 
thefe occafioned by the worms, fo that the 
difeafe in general is troublefome : But it is 
-not equally fo in all its fpecles. The Afcari- 
des are not fo troublefome as the Lumbrici^ 
and thefe are ilill more fo, if they be nu- 
meraus. The colour of die laft caufes alfo 
fome 
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ibme variety j for, whitilh lubiici denote tlie 
jiuldnefs of tlie humours and worms j thougli 
this colour is owing very frequently to their 
death. If tiiey be on the contrary^ ^^^y, 
of a violet-colour, or black, it denotes theif 
malignity ; yet we are not to depend very 
(nuch on this fign. Worms are alfo more or 
Ids dangerous from the paiTages they take ; 
if by the anus, little is to be apprehended ; 
but very much, if they aicend by the fto- 
mach Into the crfophagus ; for feveral Iiave 
periihed by this means, the worms having 
entered the tracliea arterla, and if this does 
not happen, they enter the cavity of th« 
nole. The diforder is likewile of bad con- 
fequence, if convulfions, epilepfy, &!:. In- 
pervene. 

Cure. TJie phyficians firft intention 
/hould be to difcli^rge the fruit, confections, 
boiled meat, &c. in which the infant trefpafl"- 
ed before. Let him be fed only with light 
broths, foup made up with oil ; for tliis is 
not fubjedl to putrefaction, panada, i^c. 
The nurfes diet ihould be alio much the 
hmc. The infant lliould be then purged, 
more or lefs briikly, according to his age ; 
though nothing is to be apprehended here 
horn 
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from the aflion of a brifk :Remedy, llirough 
the verminous . or mucilaginous master con-- 
tained in the prima via. Let his medicines 
be bitter, fuch as powder of aloes five grains, 
or the hiera-pica ; but this is too unpallatablc : 
Wherefore it (hould be corfefted with fome 
other things, or fubftitute in its place, fymp 
of peach flowers, with an infufion of ienna 
or rhubarb, adding, if necefjary, fome- few 
grains of aloes, or drops ,of hiera-picra. 
Jn die next place, you 'may proceed: to^ the 
following remedies, which I have digefted 
into clai&s. You are to begiq with the mild^ 
eft, as uiSial, ftill afcending to the. more 
powerful, foe all are not requifite y. where- 
fore a choice fhoul^d beinadeamopg thgiii 
I. Mercurial preparations, which.are.tbc 
moft eflicacious anthelnienthics"; fux:h'are.*2B- 
thiops mineral, cinnabar, panacia . mercuri- 
alis, mercurius dulcis, .mercurial wa&er,.and 
mercury extinguiihed with fugar. .by tritu- 
ration. This laft is given from .tl^ree^to 
eight grains,: according to the qhild's age, in 
his panada foupe, &c. The mercurius dul- 
cis is given in various dofes, and is extreme^ 
ly efficacious in worms, for it kills thefe by 
tlie mercury, and purges, irritates, &c. by 

its 
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its falts. To thefe who fuck it is given to 
•3 or 4 grains ; to weaned children to 6. 
The aethiop's ijiineral and p^acea, are or- 
dered for fuch children to 1 2. grains i but 
in* a fniallef ddfe to younger patients. The 
mercurial water is ordered in very large 
quantities^ beiftg lefs acSive than any of the 
other remedies here mentioned. Thefe pre- 
parations in general are fuch powerful an- 
thelminthics, that it has been frequently ob- 
icrved, that they kill live worms out of the 
human body in a minute^ 

11. Thfe clafs con^prehends bitters, which 
are anthelminthics, inafmuch as thev are 
contrary to the ififipid fweet humour where- 
in the worms lodge ; for they correct thi^ 
quality, and attenuate the fpiflitude of thefe 
humours at the fame time : fuch are, con- 
txayerva-feeds, worm-feeds, aloes, rhubarb, 
worm-wood, centaury, tanfey, and hiera 
picra. Thefe are ordered in fubftance or 
decodions, to 18 grains. The powder is 
-given with fugar : the aloes and rhubarb are 
-given in a much fmaller dole than the rejft, 
'to 8 grains only to grown children. The 
'decodion of the. above plants may be taken 
•to two ounces at a time. As to the hiera 

O picra. 
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picni, it is hardly ordered for children un- 
der five years old ; and tlien it fhould be 
mi:xed with fome proper fyrups to cOTrefl: 
its extreme bitternefs. 

in. Acids which are acrid in a mode- 
rate degree, not inclining to a fweetneis» 
viz. oxyniel to two Tpoonfuls. This is ta- 
keji fafting alone, or with lemon juice, or 
lome oil : or let the patient take in fimple 
water, or ptifan of dogs-grafs, fome drops 
of fpirit of vitriol, or fulphur, to procure 
a grateful acidity. This acidulated water 
may be alfo combined with the oils or 
lyrups. 
1 V. Oils and oleous remedies, as oil of fweet 
or bitter almondsj the laft being much more 
poweriul ; but it Ihould be mixed with the 
former to corred; its bitternefs, orwitholire 
or linfeed oil, wliich is preferable. Petro- 
leum is alfo ordered to a few drops, three 
forinilaucci but it is top corrofive to be 
ventured en, at Icail alone ; fo that if it be 
xifcd, let it be with fome gentle oil, as that 
of fwee:-i\lmonds, i^c. This oil and the 
pcti-ole«m both togctlier, may be alfo com- 
bined with the above acids and fyrups. Af- 
ter 
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ter the mercurials, I cfteem thefe the moft 
powerful anthelminthics. 
. To thefe fpecihc antbelniinthics, may be 
added, a variety of other remedies, recom- 
mended hy feveral authors. Thefe are, 
CoralHn, afeamofs, or kind of plant ; it is | 
bitter and abforbent, and may be exhibited . 
in powder, to half a fcruple or one fcrupld 
It may be alfo added to the oily potions a*- 
bovementioned. 2. Prepared harts-hom, 
the ihavings of harts-hom, in prefer de^ 1 
coflaons, 3. Worms reduced to powder ' 
arc celebrated as a great fpecific by fome . 
hut others fay this powder engenders worms, 
ilowever, I would not recommend this re- 
medy. The following waters are much in 
efteem for this purpofe, viz. the water of 
purflain, that of fuccory, that of wood- 
forrel, that of germainder, that of lemon 
I juice, and that of dogs-grafs. Ths powder 
[ of harts-horn, or of cor^llin, may be added 
to thefe waters, or made into bolufes, lo- 
ienges, &c. Finally, garlic and fcordium 
ire highly recommended ; the former is an 
excellent remedy, and much in u(e among 
livUntry people ; the latter is alfo good, for 
: O 2 it 
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it approaches very much to the qualities df 
the former by its fmell, &c. 

Befides all the foregoing remedies em- 
ployed to kill worms, clyfters likewife arc 
to be injedied : theie are of two forts, in the 
beginning fweet ones are ufed, to attraft die 
worms into the redlum. ' They are made df 
milk, or a dccodtion of febeftens, fet figs, 
and currants, with the addition of fugat^ 
candy, honey, &c. After the ufe of thefe, 
bitter clyfters are thrown up, as decodtiott 
of worm-wood, with an addition of hieiit 
picra, or two drams of aloes ; for thefe kiU 
the worms, and 1 like very much this prac- 
tice : but you ai'e to depend more upon the 
mercurials, efpecially the mercurius dulcis* 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Of the ScRopHULA, or KingVEvil. 

"^J O W weu come to the univerfal difbr- 
ders of children, which are the fcro- 
phula, rickets and marafmus. As* to the 
fcrophulas, they are tumours of the conglo- 
bate lymphatic glands of moft parts of the 

body* 
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^ody. They become larger and harder 
than before ; yet they are not fcirrhoiis, and , 
^1 this without any fenfible change in the 
ikin, without rednefs, pain, or heat. AM' 
this diforder is in the lymphatic glands, the ' 
peccancy of the lymph muft have given rif^-'^ 
jto it. They are very manifeft in the neck, 
arm-pits, groins, all the articulations, in the- 
centre particularly of the mefentery, or pan- 
creas afellii, in the lungs, brain, efpecially Irf-'J 
Jhe plexus choroida;us; yet all the glands ofH 
f ach of the mentioned parts are not obftruil- 1 
[cd at the fame time, but by degrees ; fo thak^ 
fonie are very fmall, whilft others, which^ 
.were firfl obflruifled, are of a coniiderabW H 
volume, the whole refembling a bunch of 1 
grapes. From the bulk of a pepper-com 
they fometimes grow to the bignefs of a ' 
pidgeon's egg. If the diforder be malignant- 1 
the bones become very often carious. 

Differences. Tlie fcrophulx are di-»i I 
ftinguifhed, i. into external and intcrnaLff 
When the internal glands, or thofe of tha; 1 
different vjfcera above-mentioned are ob* 
ftruited, the disorder is internal, andfeveral 
other difeafes follow, as dropfy of the bread: 
■and head, fluxes, colic^, (s'c. The fcrophuls 
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are called external, if the above-mentioned 
glands of the neck, arm-pits, &c. are ob- 
ilnjded. Thefe the anticnts called emuiifc- 
tories, and thought tliat all the malignant 
humours of tlie body were difchargcd by 
them, as the virulence of the pox by the 
glands of the groin, Gff. the virulence of 
a malignant iever by the parotids, &c. But 
all tliis theory is exploded, and has loft 
its credit. 2. A mofl important diftinftion 
is from the ftate of the fciopulse, which 
miay be inflammatory fcirrhous, or iimple j 
for tlie gknds may be hard as a llone, paln- 
fiil and fed, or afflifted with a fuppui'ation, 
which continues very long in thefe glands, 
through the iiiaitivity and mucilaginous qua- 
lity of' their contents. Finally, they may 
be carcinomatous, and the foft extremities 
of the bones may be aft'cited, efpecially if 
the lymph be faline. Hence exoftofes, hy- 
perolloics, aiichyioles, ^c. 

Causes. In order to underftand the 
a£lion of the caufes on tlie lymph, it wiil 
be neceiiary to give a general idea of its 
circiiiation. The conglobate glands of the 
lymph, have naturally a globular form, each 
being divided into many cell?, covered each 
with 
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with its particular membrane, and the whole 
with a general one, almoft like the lungs, 
and particularly the thymus. The lymph 
is conveyed to theie organs by many fmall 
.veflels, to which the glands ferve as fo many 
Aages, or organs of conveyances, from which 
the lymph is exported by larger ti'unks. Ruii- 
hekius and Barthclivus were the difcoverers of 
thefe veffels and organs ; for the blood-vellels 
only, and thefe of the animal fpirits, were 
obferved before. The arterial extiemitics 
degenerate into lymphatics, and fecern this 
lymph, which is brought back into the 
mafs of blood by lymphatic veins. Thus 
the lymph that is fecerned in the extremity 
of the foot, and about tlie heel, is depofitcd 
in the glands of thofe parts ; whence larger, 
but fewer, lymphatic trunks rife, and cot^- 
vey the lame lympth to the knee, die nun** 
ber of the excretory lymphatics ftill de^ 
creafing, but their diameters augmenting in 
proportion, till they arrive at tlie glands of 
the groin. Thence the lymph is brought 
by the fame mechanifm to the mefenteryj 
receptaculum Pequetij and fubclavian vein. 
The fame thing may be obferved in the 
hands, tlie lymph of the fingers and p'.:hn 
O 4 of 
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of fhc hand being conveyed to the glinds of* 
the wrift, then to thefe of the elbow, axi^ 
fery glands : and by the vafa rorifb"a of 
'Biijius to the fubclavian vein, by the fame 
gradation of veflels, as we obferved above. 
The mechanifin of this circulation is much 
the fame in the head, whofe lymphatics 
defcend to the lower jaw, then to the vaia 
rorifcra of Bil/ius. Thus the lymph of th* 
whole body is fecerned, and brought back 
by various ftagcs to the blood. But -why-is 
the circulation of the lymph fo extraordinary ? 
Olid whv fo difterent from the circulation 
of the blood ? Our knowledge is very much 
confined in this refpedl ^ nor do we fo well 
JcpOW the intentions of provident nature in 
thefe varieties. • If we believe fome phyfici- 
ans, the conglobate glands of the lymph are 
intended to exprefs tliis humour, ^id acce- 
lerate its circulation, which would have been 
Othetivife too flow through the weakneis of 
the lymphatic veffels. . But I find no moving 
force, or cafnous fibres in thefe glands : be-r 
fides, if God hnd intended this flrudure to 
accelerate or Ihortcn the courfe of the lymph, 
c Jul:! he not have formed the lymphatics like 
the bloQd vefTeis ? Wherefore I .am of a 

contrary 
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'contrary ientiment to thefe authors j for I 
liippofe the great number of thefe ved'els and 
glands to be intended for no other purpofe, 
than to render the circulation of the lymph 
flower, and thus the better repair the loiTes 
we daily fuftain. Hence the lymi,yhatic veiTels 
and glands are fo numerous^ fo iiiU of valves, 
tind their membranes fo weak. 

The circulation of the lymph bemg fo 
flow,- if the lymph be vifcid, it will eafily 
Magnate in thefe veficles, which are other- 
wife always full of this humour. Now let 
us examine what may be the caufes of this 
particular fpiffitude, and how fonie glands 
only are obib-ucted, and why not all : but 
if aU die glands of the body were thus af- 
fefted, fudden death would follow. 

To explain thefe caufes, we are t© divide 
them into general and particular. 

The general caufes are three, i. The 
non-naturals. 2. A pocky degenerate virus. 
3. A particular fcropliulous one. Under 
each of thefe we flialL range their particular 
caufes. 

I. Tlie non-naturals produce the fcrophu- 
la; witliout any hereditary labes : fuch are 
acrid or acid breaft-niilk, or iti fplflitude, 
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too much of mellow fiiiit; or the afeuftr of 
confitures, and other fweet and fugar'd 
things, hard indigeitible aliments, too^eat 
cold^ preceding difordors, whence :this e^ 
vU appears in fomt ^milies where it never 
appeared before. 

U. A mcH-e frequent caufe is a pocky vi^ 
ros ill cured, which lodges in the (cmen and 
lymph ; fo that if it does not produce this 
diforder in the &ther, it^ill in thefon. 

IIIp A particular icro^bulous taint here^ 
ditaryifi the ^mily, or communicated by 
the nurfe> who had this hereditary taint. 

iLet us in the next place examine^ how 
fome glacbds in particular are obftruded, 
whilil: others are free. This I can attribute 
to nothing. eife. than to external injuries, to 
which the glands of ibme parts are .more 
expofed than thofe of others i for the glands 
which are kept very warm, as their contents 
for the jQuDue reafon arie kept very fluidr M€^ 
rarely obihru&ed. T\ms^ th^ glands of. the 
neck, hands, and feet> are more expofed to 
cold, than other g lands, whence their lymph 
is the more infpifiated, and difpofed to flag- 
nation. Pus mixed with the lymph in ab&ef-*^ 
fes in the feet> head, S?^:. returning .in the 
. . lympha- 
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lymphatics, obftru«5ts the glands of the groin 
and neck. The abfcefles of tlie breafts givs 
jife to the obftru£lion of the axillary glands. 
An ill elaborated vifcid chyle, obftru<£ts the 
glands of the mefentery, or the pancreas 
alellii ; and if this vifcid crude chyle Is car- 
ried into the courfe of circulation, it may ob- 
ilruQ the pulmonary glands ; whence fpring 
tubercles, and a tuberculous phthifis. To 
thefe add the particular caufes which deter- 
mine the afflux of this vifcid lymph to fome 
particular glands, by debilitating and com- 
prefling them. Thus compreflion, ftrokes, 
frequent handling, &c. of fome glands, con- 
tribute to their obftrudlion, Befides the na- 
tund conformation and flrufture of all the 
glands cf the body is not the fame, nature 
having given them a weaker and ftronger 
texture in different places, like all the other 
parts of the body : thus the weaker are ob- 
itruded, whiifl; the ftronger remain pervious. 
By the \'arious combination of thefe caufes, 
we have alfo the various fymptoms and 
phtenomena of the King's-evi/. 

Symptoms. Moft of thefe, which iu 
general are but few, I have before explain- 
ed i wherefore 1 ihall not inM long on 'em. 
I. Tumoim 
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I. Tumours of the glands from the deter- 
mination of a vifcid lymph into 'em. 

II. The obftrudtion is gradually commu- 
nicated to the . collateral glands, tlirough the 
compreflion.of the inferd:ed ones ; whereby 
the lymph is more abundantly conveyed to 
tlie peivlous ones; the laft afFedled being 
.fmaller than the firft, and the whole re- 
iembling a bunch of grapes. 

III. They are harder than ^ in the natural 
ftate, though not of a fcirrhous hardnefs. 

IV. They are without pain, becaufe the 
obftm6lion was flowly formed, or by con- 

geftion. 

V. The matter being much more harden- 
ed, the glands become fcirrhous. 

VI. They arc inflamed, if their contents 
are put in motion by ftrokes, comprcfHon 
and frequent handling; thence pain, heat, 
rednefs. &c. 

VII. This inflammation often terminates 
fcy refolution, . and frequently by fuppurati- 
bn ; and fometimes the inflammation difap- 
pears, the glands fl:ill remaining tumid and 
fcrophulous. The external glands, efpecially 
fuch as are expofed to. injuries, arefubjedt to 

thefe 
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thefe accidents, as alio to become fcirrhmis 
and carcinomatous. 

The King's-evil frequently dlllippciirs a- 
bout the fourteenth year, the adion of the 
folids and attenuation of the fluids, particu- 
larly of the lymph, bein^ tlien ccnfiderabiy 
promoted, and tlie ftagnant lymph diluted, 
attenuated, and exprelTed out of the glainb. 

This fuperior activity of the foUds niakas 
the diforder more curable in boys th^in girls; 
though if the menfes flow duely with , the 
latter, they carry off the evil: but if itfub- 
iifts ftiil in both fexcs, it commonly remains 
all their life time. If thefe obftriKftcd glands 
arc opened by fuppuration or iiicilion, the 
ulcer fpreads very much foon after their ape:~ 
ture, and pufhes out a fungous fled). The 
fcirrhous or carcinomatous glands are alfo 
very fubjedt to become confiderably large, and 
the fame way. 

Diagnostics. I. The fcrophula; are 
difcovered by infpedionj if they be external, 
for the glands are round, moveable, and 
without Pain, heat, or redncfs. The internal 
fcrophulsE muft be conjedlured at, either bv 
the affei^ion of the external glands, or hy 
Xbt fymptoms. Thus if tlie gl.uids of the 
mcfcntarv 
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me&ntcry are obftnifted, a flow fever, (well- 
ing of the belly^ dry cough, Gfr. lupervcnc. 
M a hydrocephalus appears, the glands of 
the brain are affefted, and fo of the other 
parts. 

IL The various fpecies of the diforder arc 
palpable^ whether the fcrophuious tumours 
foe fimple, fcirrhous, carcinomatous, inflamed 
or flippurated ^ for thefc will appear to the 
eye. ■ • 

III. The cauies of the diforder are of no 
great importance, whether they be known 
or not ; feeing the cure of all is much the 
lame, only in the King's-Rvil ariflng from a 
degenerate lues, we mufl: infill: the more on 
mercurials. 

Prognostics. This evil is a very chro- 
nical and objjftinate diibrder, feated la the 
lymph, and hx from the adion of remedies. 
Yet it is rarely mortal, except in fomc ca&s, 
where it. produces malignant i^cers* In par- 
ticular the extern^ fcrophul^ are not fb 
dangerous as the internal. 

This fimple King's-Evil is the moA £^ 
vourable ; but the diforder is generally incu- 
rable, if the glands have degenerated if^^ 
aicirrhu^ cancers, inflamation,. or abfcefs^ ^^ 

It 
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It is "more eafily removed in children than 
in adults, in girls than in boys, through the 
eruption of the menfes in the former, where- 
by the caufe of the evil is leffencd. If fup- 
puration happens, it gives commonly occa- 
lion to an ugly cicatrice, tiirough the great 
lois of fubftance, beiides the extraordinary 
or milky whitenefs of this cicatrice which 
it retains during the patient's Life, and where- 
by he is known to have had the KJng'S' 
Evil. Wherefore this (liippuration, which 
however is difficultly done) fliould be pre- 
vented. During the child's minority, or till 
the age of twelve or fourteen, all the phy- 
iician's intention (hould be employed only 
to check the growth and dimlnifli the bulk 
of the tumours, but not to employ refolutive?, 
for fear of inflaming the glands, nor can he 
expeft to remove them, till age dbes it. 

Cube. The treatment of the King's- 
Evii extends to three or four difltrcnt kinds 
of the diforder. i. The fimpie fcrophulx. 
2. The inflamed «ies. 3. The fuppurated or 
ulcerated glands. 

I. A rule to be obferved in tlie cure of 
the Ample fcrophula;, is never to apply or 
ocder any thing which may put their con- 
tents 



2o8 7be D IS E AS E S 

tents into a fuppurativc motion, left they 
ihould have the confequences above-haen-- 
tioncd. Wherefore they are to be treated 
very gently, hindring only the growth of 
the diforder till the child comes to twelve or 
fourteen. But the vifcid lymph ihould be 
in the mean time corrected, by diluents and 
its acrimony removed. In order to this, let 
the infant be blooded;, purged, and his hu- 
mours diluted with thin puUet-broths, whey' 
baths, half-baths, and mineral wafers,' or- 
dering attenuants at the fame time, as, 

I. The preparations of fteel, crocus of 
mars, fait of mars, and foluble tartar of 
mars, I own pall the ftomach and inteflins ; 
wherefore they are to be cautioufly exhi- 
bited. 

II. Preparations of antimony, as diapho*- 
retic antimony, bezoar, mineral, and Potter'js 
antihedtic, which pall the ftomach leis than 
the chaiybeates. 

III. Mercurials, as aquila alba, panacea, 
and atbiop's mineral, which is the beft. ajid 
moft gende of all. 

IV. Gimis, as galbanum, afla.foetida, 
gum ammoniac, to two grains. 

v. Animal 
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V. Animal fubftances, as the powder of 
millepedes, green lizards, grafshoppers, and^ 
toads, which are macerated in vinegar, dried^ J 
and powdered. The dofe is twenty grains j 
in bolufes, lozenges, or electuaries ; to thcfe ^ 
add the ufe of diluent and moillenmg n 
dicines. 

The following are remedies employed by l 
empirics: i. DecotStion, or powder of feaj 
^urge, whofe eftefts arc owing to the fea'j 
felt it contains : its dofe is to one fcruple,._, 
2. The roots of fcrophularia major, reduced J 
to powder ; this is efficacious, and may ba * 
exhibited to half a dram without dangers- 
It is a!fo infiifed in beer, as is the parony- 
chia fiore luteo. Thefe and many more ard)3 
recommended by Mr. Boy/e ; but he has re- J 
eeived many of them on truft, or on tlwr ] 
Word of other perfons. A decodlion of thcr - 
■woods is alfo recommended. Befides altj 
^efe remedies, gentle purgatives are to be'j 
ttfed for children: but fcammony, turbillr ] 
mineral, diagridium, and jalap, for a- J 
dults. 

Thus far of tlie cure of die fimple fcro* ] 
jjiulff. No topics ihould be applied buj < 
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a little cotton, with oil of nje, or cotton 
warmed with the fumes of amber. 

The following topics are to be ^tirely* 
banilhed : oil of lizards, ajid that of tp^dsj 
of which liniments ai-e alfo made, by addipg; 
a little wax. Some ufe ipirit of fal armoniac,, 
or that of urine, with Galen's cerate. SomHi 
apply emplaftruni diachylon cum gummi, 
the hemloc plaifter, the foap plaifter, or the> 
emplaftrum diabotanicum cum mercurip^ 
joindy or feverally. Some recommend tlio 
roots of cyclamen, wild cucumber, and bryo* 
ny, reduced to a pulp, with oil of toads, ani]« 
formed into a plaiiler. Some make ufe of 
fumigations, with the fcoriae of antipaqay^ 
fumes of vinegar, or naercurials i but all oC 
thefe heat and influme the. parts, and coOf^ 
fcquently are not to be ufed. If there be a. 
hereditary taint, or the phyfician is impop*- 
tuned to order topics, let him firft bleed aa4r 
purge, and order a. ftrid: diet^ efpecklly i^ 
there be a fever. Then . he caay -wder «f - 
plaifler of the crumbs of bread, or of ricfj 
and milk, to relax and foften the glands \ 
but if fuppuration cannot be prevented, let 
it be accelerated by emollients, as a cata^ 

plafin. 



I 
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plifih of wood-lbrrel, bears-britcTi, mallow 
kaves, and die bulbs of aloes roafted under 
the aftes, with an addition of oil of lilies, and 
to render it more efficacious, add fome fnails, 
<* old leven or balilicon. Thefe are conti- 
nued till the whole gland is deftroyed, nor 
fhould it be opened till then, otherwife it 
would never refolve, or fuppurate j on tlie 
contrary, the remainder would grow hard 
and fcirrhous. 

It may be opened with the knife or 
lancet, or, which is better, with a cauftic, 
for this deftroys the ufelefs fkln which covers'; J 
the gknd. Let it then be drefled, like dfl 
other ulcers, with dry lint, fimple digeftive 6P I 
that animated with fome proper powder <J(* 
tmdare, to deterge it, if fordid ■: afterWa^dS 
ufe the aqua fcrophularia, then the greei 
balfam, or that of Arcaiis. If there bft^J 
any callolities, let them be deftroyed ; biit^ 
if you be imprudent in treating therecallofii^ 
ties, a filtulous ulcer may fupervene. To- 
deftroy the callous lips, cut tliem Avith thtf 
knife or lancet, or deftroy them with 3"^ 
cauftic, the lapis infernalij, or troches dl^| 
con-olive fobUnwte mercury. If the knifiif 5 
6U*'^'^ P 2 cannot 
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cannot well do the bufinefs, thefe arc ufed ; 
but never ufe the troches of arfenic. A 
certain diaphoretic antimony,, with other re-, 
medies, are employed in the. ferophulae by 
an empiric, mentioned in my . treatife of 
venereal diforders ; but I v^ould not here . 
recommend his purgative pills. 



•mm 



CHAP. XXY. 

Pf the R I c K E T s. ^ 

np H I S is a late diforder in Europe ; firft • 
ajppeared in' England^ and, was de*' 
fcribed by GUJfon and Mayow ; but I ima- 
gine it appeared at the fame feafon over all : 
Europe y through the coldneis of the wea- 
ther. It is called rachitis, which in Greek 
fignifies fpina, becaufe the fpina dorfi feems 
to be particularly afFeded with. this diforder: 
thus nephritis^ hepatitis, phrenitis, G?r. are ; 
fo called from the parts they afFed. The . 
rachitis is charafterized by certain fymp- 
toms ; for the infant's head is over-grown . 
whilil the mufcular parts are extremely re- 
duced 



I 
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duced and emaciated. The Tutures of the 
head are membranous and foft : the heads 
of the bones fwell, and the bones tliemfelves 
become crooked. The fplne is varioufly con- 
torted, whilft the fternum is eminent, and 
raifed almofl: to an edge: the patients bellies 
are fwelled and renitent ; they are vivid and 
ingenious. They love to fit, but never to walk. 
They lie on their back, rather than in any 
other lituation. The diforder generally appears 
from the twelfth month to the third year> 
and fometimes, but rarely, to tlie fifth. 
To explain the curvature of the bones, two 
ingenious hypothefes have been invented : 
the firfl by GUJfon, who fancied that the 
unequal nourifiiment of the bones produced 
this deformity. 

The fecond by Mayonv-, who explained 
this phcenomenon by the unequal tradtion of 
the mufcles , the iliorter of which, accord- 
ing to him, drew the bones to their fide. 
But thefe two fyftems are liable to uniiir- 
mountable difficulties : wherefore 1 think 
tlie following account of the diforder bet- 
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As the bones are pretern^turally foft, it 
is to be concluded, that there ; is a vicious 
ferment in the blood, which holds a me- 
dium betwixt that of the pox and fcurvy, 
fince it is not fo adtive as the latter, nor fo 
flow as the former. The lymph impregna- 
ted with this acid fait or leven, has a greater 
influence on the bones, which it penetrates, 
than on the fofi: parts -, jufl: as aqua fortis 
diflblves filver, but not gold. Thus th^ 
bones grow fofter and bigger, . particularly 
fuch as are moft expofed to cold, as thofe 
of the hands and feet. The diforder fl:ill 

augmenting, the fpina dorfi is ^t length ^- 
fefted, the vertebras grow fofter, and by 
their perpendicular fituation and weight, bft* 
come thinner, efpecially in the neck. Thu§ 
the medulla fpinalis, vertrebal nerves and ar- 
teries, with the carotids, are copprefl^d* 
The head is glutted with humours, and it9 
bulk augmented : it alfo turns to one fide,, 
backwards and forwards. All the vertebral 
nerves being comprcfled, a relaxation and 
inudlivity is produced in all the parts where. 
they are ramified 3 hence nutrition is . ill 
performed, as we fee in a palfy, the hu- 
mours 
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mours ftagnate in the vifcera, and the air 
expands the inteftins i whence the tumour 
of the abdomen. From the lentor, fpifli- 
tude, and ftagnation of the humours, tu- 
bercles are formed in the lungs, head, and o- 
Iher parts of the body ; fo that the bulk of 
the affedted part is not owing to a genuine 
hutrition, but to the peccant ftate of the 
lymph. The body is turned fide-ways, 
when the vertebrae are more fwelled on one 
fide than on the other. The fame thing 
may be faid of the curvature of the fpine 
backwards or forwards; in the latter of 
which cafes particularly, the ribbs are flat, 
and ftreightened firom their compreflion by 
the fwelling of the tranfverfal apophyfes, 
juft as if they were comprefled with the 
hand. The foot is turned towards the out- 
fide, if the head of the femur is fwelled on 
the infide : if it is fwelled on the outfide, 
the foot is turned towards the infide, G?r.v 
The curvature of the bones in the mid-. 
die, is owing to their unequal nourifh- 
ment. 

As to the child's vivacity and wittinefs, 
they proceed from fuch a tenfion of the fibres 

P 4 of 
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of the brain, as is produced by wine. Thu? 
the animal fpirits are ftrongly agitated and 
retained in the brain. Through the ob- 

■ 

ftruftion and compreflioh of the nerves, 
the fpirits are abundantly fecerned In fiich 
patients, in confequence of the great quan-^ 
tity of blood retained in the brain. 

Let us now enquire whence :^rings this 
adventitious ferment. Several authors de- 
rive it fi-om the Lues venera^ finding fome 
analogy in the fymptoms of thefe two dis- 
orders. I own the Rickets approaches to the 
nature of a mild lueSj when it is of the hot 
kind, or when the rachitic fbmes is more 
a<Sive than ordinary ; but not when it is cold 
and inactive ; for in the former cafe, it pro- 
duces a caries of the bones. But the rachitic 
fomes may be more juftly faid in general to 
prefervc a medium betwixt the pocky and 
fcrophulous virus ; for like a fcrophula, it 
often produces a caries of the teeth, through 
the acrimony of the faliva. If repellents are 
applied to the tumified extremities of the 
bones, a caries may happen. The lues ill- 
cured in the father, may degenerate into the 
rickets in the fon. The fame thing may be 

faid 



I 
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laid of the KJng's-evii, if the ferment be 
active ; fo that reafon and experience evince 
what we have advanced of tlie rachitic 
fomes. This virus may be alfo produced 
by the nonnaturals alone, as long continued 
and obftinate indigeftions, chronical difor- 
ders, difficult dentition, frequent fitts of an 
epilepfy, and a great many other obftinate 
diforders, which occafion watching, bad di- 
geftions, and other violent fymptoms. 

Diagnostics. An incipient, and con- 
firmed Rachitis, together with their caufes, 
fhould be difcovered. 

I. It is of very great confequence to di- 
fcover this diforder when it begins, in order 
to prevent it. It begins by a flight fwelling 
of the wrift, in the lower part or heads of 
the tibia and peronea or fibula, as alfo about 
the knee. Examine at the fame time whe- 
ther the patient's teeth are black, or he has 
difficult dentition, fwelling of the abdomen 
and otlier fymptoms. 

II. The diforder when confirmed, is dif- 
covered by tlie inanifeft tumours of the 
head and other bones, particularly thefe of 
the fpine, which the diforder rarely affefts 

till 
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till It is for advanced. The patient cannot 
•walk, but always iits. The mcipent rachitis 
liiay be ferther conjedurcd at by the foft- 
Bcfs of the head, its membranous futures, 
difficulty of walking, the patient's gfadual 
^cay, and the for ophulous or pocky ftatc of 
the infant's Parents. 

. III. As to the caufes of the Rickets, th«y 
are jdi&overed particularly by the difordcrs 
reigning in the iamily; whether the iues, 
Khig'S'-evily or other cold tumours. If none 
of thefe appe^i the nonnaturals are to be 
fufpedted. 

' Prognostics.. The diforder is mo- 
derate, and e^ly removed in the beginning, 
if proper renaedies are ufed ; but a confirm- 
od Rachitis is dangerous ^d incommodious •" 
fhr it either diminiflies or dpftroys all the 
fiuftions of the human body, renders refpi- 
nition difficult, and digdlion languid. The 
patient is conftipated, and when any excre- 
ments are difcharged, they are not ting'd with 
bile. Befides, though a confirmed Rachitis is 
cured, it always leaves behind it a coniiderable' 
deformity of feme part, as a reloxation or 

fwelling 
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fwelUngof the joints, whence lamenefs. The 
diforder is more fpeedily and eaiily removed, 
in hot countries than in England. If the 
diforder begins foon, as about the twelfth 
month, the danger and difficulty of curing 
are the greater, in confequence of the foft- 
nefs and delicate ftni£ture of the bones. An 
univerfal Rachitis is very difficultly cured ; as 
alfo when it is attended with great obftruftion 
of the vifccra, and a flow fever, the kft of 
which may degenerate into a dropfy of the 
head, abdomen, or fome other part. 

Cure, In order at leaft to check the 
progrefs of the diforder, the patient Ihould 
go into the country, to breath a good and 
free air. Let him alfo be carefully and 
gently rubbed on the afFefted parts. Let him 
take mild attenuants, and be thus treated, 
till eight or ten years of age, at which time, 
both by age, and the methods prefcribed, 
the growth of the diforder is very muc]i 
flopped. 

As foon as the Rachitis begins to decline, 
the patient commonly grows quickly, fo that 
one year he will grow more than in three 
before^ 

As 
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As to the patient's regimen, it ought to 
be varied according to his age. Let this be 
the regimen of very young children. If the 
the child be weaned, let his pap be well 
boiled, adding the yolks of eggs to it. .Let 
him abftain from flejfh-meat ; or, if he eats 
any, let it be well feafoned with aromatics, 
as cinnamon, nutmeg, &c. Let his bed be of 
ftraw, in which are put chopped or pulveri- 
zed airomatic plants, as thyme, majoram, oir 
mint. Let him take a little wine, good red 
wine efpecially, either by itfelf, or mixed 
with his ptifan. Let him walk heartily, ^^cr 
if he can't, he muft ride 5 but if the infant 
be incapable of either of thefe exercifes by 
his tendernefs, he fhould be well exercifed 
in his cradle, by frequent and violent jolt- 
ing. Fridions of the affeded parts are alfo 
ufed, efpecially of the fpine, with a flannel 
cloth warmed with the fumes of amber, &c. 
The patient fhould in the next place take 
an emetic^ proportioned to his age, as from- 
one half to one grain of flibiated foluble tar- 
tar, or two grains of the powder of ipecuan,' 
Let this method be taken once a month ; 
for the llagnant humours are put in motion- 
thereby. 
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thereby. Cathartics are alfo employe^, as 
tindlure of rhubarb, exhibited in fome bit- 
ter decodion : if tlie child be older, add 
fome manna to the former. 

As to alteratives, the patient is to begin 
^ith diluents, and then proceed to aperi- 
tives, which approach to the quality of an- 
tjfcorbutics. Among the former are maiden- 
hair, ceterach, wall-rue, polytrichum, fco- 
lopendria, and agrimony, with a futKcient 
quantity of the five aperient roots, to be 
taken twice a day. Thefe are not only di- 
luents, but alfo gently aperitive. The fol- 
lowing are flill more aperitive, -viz. brotlis 
of Ofinund royal, which is accounted very 
fpecific : in this cafe the roots of afpa- 
ragus, common eringo, butchers- broom, 
burdock, and capers, as alfo the red tinc- 
ture, are proper. If you employ ttiefc, two 
o_unces of each may be Uiken. 

If more antUcorbutic plants are ftill ne- 
ceflary, order leaves ot fcurvy-grafs, becca- 
bujige, fage, ground-pine, and ti^e lelTer 
centaury. 

When the diforder is confirmed, you 
ipuft have recourfe to more poxyerfiil aperi- 
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tives^ as prepafations of fteel, crocus dT 
mars, aperient tinfture-, ind fait of mart. Of 
tlie preparations of mercury, are a^hiop^ 
mineral, and cinnabar. Of antimony, We rtiicf 
ufe the diaphoretic antimony, and bezoar mi- 
neial. To thefe,' add the powders of vipefs, 
and millepedes prepared in botufes, brcledlu- 
aries, which may be continued for fifteen 
days, atong with the apozemes, G?r. above- 
ftiCntioned, at the end of which time, piif ge 
the patient, and lufpend ydnr remedies for 
fifteen days more ; then relume them again,* 
and (o on till you ccim6 at length by the 
hejp of your remedies, and the age ot 
the child, to get the better of the tfifof-' 
der. ' 

Befidesthe preceding remedies, a deco6^ort 
of two, three or mbrcj of the woods 'riiay 
be prefcribed ; but for the patienrtf s ordinary' 
drink, a decodtion of china will do bet- 
tcr. 

The following remedies are recomiherid- 
ed as highly beneficial^ by the fambtfft- 

Boyle. 

I. Ens veneris, or the flowers of fal' am- 
moniac, and the colcothar of blue vitriol 

fub- 
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fublimated together. He afliires us, that by 
the help of this remedy from 5 to j 5 or 20 
grains, he has cured vaft numbers ofrkkettv 
children ; and moreover that it procufcn 
fleep ; in which refped: we may comp :re it 
the fedative fait of Homberg. Bnt though 
it is a good remedy, yet it falls iliort of thefe 
encomiums, and all its virtue is owing to the 
incifive attenuative quality of the £il 
moniac. . 

II. Flowers of mars, or fal ammoniac, 
the flowers yielded by the fubUraation g(* 
iron and fal anunoniac together. Their 
dofe is from 2 to 10 grains: both thefe ppr 
medies correift, and, as it were, bridle thCi 
draftic ijiiality of each other. ,;,t,* 

III. Clialybeate tindure, 'Ufz, th^ filipgs 
of iron boiled in vinegar to the confumptioif) 
of one third of the liquor, and then pourstli 
off by inclination. Thus die pores of tb^, 
iron arc impregnated with the particles ofi 
vinegar. Us dofe is from fix to twenty-fix 
drops. 

To thefe remedies you may add eliilp. 
proprietatis, made without adds, or jO^t 
tlier elixirs, which are grateful to t^^ 
^^^ flomach. 
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ftomach^ and aperitive at the fame time. 
Another remedy much in repute for its effi- 
cacy, isaninfufion of rhubarb, in which arc 
boiled fome pieces of rufly iron. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

Of the Extenuation, or Decay of 

Children. 

^TPHIS diforder jfrequcntly happens to. 
children, rarely to adults. The for-, 
mer are very feeble, reftlels, pale^ and' 
emaciated, fo that they daily pine a- 
way. 

The diforder commonly terminates in one 
or another of the following: i. A languor, 
excefSye confiimption, and fyncope. 2. h: 
colliquative diarrhaea. 3. Dropfies of the 
head, breaft, abdomen, or anafarcas. 
. Causes. About 80 years ago, not 
only the good women, but alfo moft phy- 
ficians, as BergaruSy &c. attributed the 
fource of this diforder to incantation or faA 
cination, becaufe they could difcover no o- 

ther 
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ther manifeft caufes of it. Some in generaij 
called it macies : but to give a more reafot 
able account of its caufes, they may be i 
duced to the following heads In general, 
1. Becaufe the patients take Uttle or no 
nouriflHnent. 2. Though they take it in 
great plenty, yet they diifipate it more a- 
bundantly. 3. The combination of both 
thefe caufes. 

I. The diforder happens, when the in^t 
eats nothing, of though he eats, when his 
digeftion is fo ill performed, that little or 
no good chyle is fupplied. 

II. His nourilhment is dlflipated by M- 
arrhaas, habitual fever, or watchings. Iri 
a word, by all flow diforders, which com- 
monly terminate in a macies, or decay, as 
tinea, difficult dentition, ulcers, or other 
purulent aifeftions of the lungs, whether 
dry or humoral ; obfl:rudtions of the me- 
fenteric glands, worms, dropfies, diarrhxas, 
ftone In the bladder, or the univerfal dif- 
orders, as the King's-evil, lues venerea, flow 
fever, rickets, G?c. 

Symptoms. The fymptoms of this 
macies, or decay, arc manifeft ; but the moft 
remarkable are, 

Q^ J. Watch- 
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L Watchings from a kind of dull pain^ 
confiunption, fenfibility of the parts^.heat 
and acrimony of the humours. 

II. Slow fever from indigeftions,. or the 

retention of excrementitious humours, watch- 
ings,. or other caufes,. 

IIL OEdematous tumours, particularly 
of the feet, which mount at length to the 
kidneys, and kill the patient. Thefe arc 
owiqg to the kntor . of the fluids, and weak- 
nefe of the folids; whence the humours 
cannot eafily afcend againft their proper 
gravity. 

: IV. If no kind of dropfy fupervenes^ » 
colliquative diarrhasa commonly fiicceeds. 

Diagnostics. The exiftence of the 
diibrder is difcovered at firft fight. But its 
caufes are more difficult and hidden, fince 
in order to invefligate them,, the inj&nt's 
llate fliould be examined, to fee whether 
he has a hydrocephalus, or tinea in the 
head, dentition, or any other diforder in the 
mouth. Then proceed to the breaft, and 
cxiimine whether refpiration is afFe(3:ed, and 
if tlierc be a cough ^ for we have no other 
method of diCcovpring any diforder in their 

lungs ^ 
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longs ; becaufe children do not yet know 
how to fpit or expedrorate. After the ex- 
amination of the breaft, the next thing to 
be viewed, is the abdomen, in order to fee- _ 
whether it be fwelled, or there be diarrhffiasS 
chylous ftools, or obftrucSions of tlie mfi* 
fenteric glands. The fame thing is to be un-^ 
derflood of the univerfal difordcrs ; in fhortfl 
all the difeafes of infants ihould be known^T 
in order to difcover all the caufes of a md- 
ctes^ or decay ; for they may all, if ob- 
ftinate, produce the diforder. 

Finally, the degrees of the diforder are 
to be difcovered -, for this is of importance 
to the cure ; the iirft degree being curabl^-j 
the fecond fometimes to be removed, if thi 
caufe be not very intenfe and obftinate : bii^ 
die third degree is abfolutely incurable. 

Pro gnostics. This confumption is not 
only incommodious, but dangerous in all 
its degrees ; yet the danger is various, ac- 
cording to the different caufes. Thus, if the 
diforder fprings from indigeftion, dentition, 
worms, or the like, as the caufes are tran- 
litory, they arc eafily removed. On the 
contrary, if it fprings from an abfcefs, or 
Q^2 tubercles 
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tubercles in the lungs, fcrophulap, or ol>. 
ilrudted glands in the mefentery ; as all thefc 
^e obftinate diforders feparately, confequent- 
ly that which they produce, or the maciesy 
muft neceflarily be fo. Finally, the time of its 
duration fhould be confidered ; for a recent 
macies is curable, but an inveterate one is 

incurable. 

Cure, I fhall be very brief on tliis: 
fubje(% both bccauie the diforder is conv- 
mOnly incurable, and bccaufe I fhould otheiw 
wife treat all the diforders of children, of 
which this may be a lymptom. Therefore 
thQ reader is to cohftilt all of them in th'eic 
pcDper places. There are only two thing* 
to be obferved here. 

. I. Whether the infant be weaned or fuckied, 
let the nurfe be changed, and another em-, 
cd, whofc milk is recent ; for though he 
be weaned, yet he has not totally forgot the 
habit of fucking. Let the nurfe be healthy, 
regular, obferye a good regimen, and moft-r 
ly live on milk-meats, rice, frefh eggs, G?r, 
for this is the only method to palliate the 
diforder. . 

II. If th^ watchings, pain, Gfr. be very 
^opftderable, order fome narcotics, accord* 
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ing to the infant's age, but "with a great deal 
of circumfpe<Sion. In the mean time you 
may order Ibme other proper remedies fuit- 
ing the different caules which produced the 
evil, as, i. An ulcer in the lungs, with 
ibme balfams, or butter of cacao. Tubercles 
of the lungs, are treated with Morton's 
balfamic pills ; if he has an ulcer of the 
lungs, Kj?/g's-evil, &c. let them be treated 
with their refpedtive remedies. If the infant 
be very young, weak, and incapable of 
bearing the fridlions in venereal cafes, let the 
diforder be communicated to his nurfe, that 
the mercurial fri(5lions, whereby ihe is 
treated, may be more gently conveyed into 
the inlant's body by the breaft-milkj which 
he could never have born, if they were 
immediately applied to his own body. This 
method is to be ufed with fucking infents, 
or fuch as are very weak. 
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I. IJOERHAAVE's MEDICAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

J3 Conounhiir the Yarioos Symptoms of Chronical Di- 

itempera, the Profe0br*s Opinion, Method oi Core, and Re* 

i^ies. '9^ which is added. His Pradicein the Hofpital of 

. K B. In this Colkdion are contained many Letters wrote 
- ■ originally hi En^ifi, to the Dodor, by Pcrfoiis df Dif- 
... tindioo/. Gentlemen and Ladies, Iffc^ with his Anfwers* 
~" fiich are marked %* the reft are tranilated from the 
-^ , Latin. Price bound 41. 

H. BiautifiiWy printed in a neat Pocket Voltjme, 

(Price Bound One Shilling and Six- pence.) 

Recommended as the beft in its Kind hy Dr. S. Clarke, 
Dr. D. WaterJand, and Dr. 1. Watts j Dedi- 
cated tOy and dejigned for the Ufe of her Royal 
. Higbnefs the Princefs of Wales; 

. rAf SECOND EDITION of 

The Royal Englifh GRAMMAR, 

Containing what is neceflary to the Knowledge of the 

ENGLISH TONGUE, laid down in a Plain and Familiar 
Way. For the Ufe oi'yovLfigGenfhmen%tA Ladies. 

To fwhich are added^ 

Leffons for Boys at School, (hewing the Ufe of the Part? 
of Speech, and the joining Words together in a Sentence. 

By JAMES GREENWOOD, 
Sur-Majler of St. Paul's School. 

III. Hermippus Redi*vivus : or, the Sage's Triun\ph ovet 
Old Age and the Grave. Wherein, a Method is laid down 
for prolonging the Life and Vigour of Man. Including a 
Commentary upon an Ancient Infcription, in which this great 
Secret is reveileJ, iupported by numerous Authorities. The 
ivhole Intcrfp^rfed with a great Variety of xemaikablc, aad 
well atteHed Relations. Price 2/. 
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